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Letter from the
President

In my 2020 and 2021 year-end letters, there was a lot of emphasis on how our 
foundation, our school, and our students were impacted by COVID-19. Virtually 
all of our normal activities were canceled in 2020 and scaled-back versions were 
held in 2021. I am therefore excited to tell you that for the most part, we were 
able to return to “normal” in 2022. I hedge on saying normal because post-
COVID students are still impacted by the loss of learning, socialization, and other 
increased stressors related to the pandemic. Before the pandemic youth 
mental health was already an important public health concern and this was 
exacerbated by the pandemic. We all need to support and encourage our 
young people as they deal with these issues.
 
I have always had a passion for helping young people and I was in one of the groups that started the foundation in
the late 1990s. We later merged with the separate Forest City Dollars for Scholars organization. What a journey it
has been! Our Executive Director, Liz Thompson, recently calculated the total amount of scholarships that we have
awarded since 1999, and the number of students impacted by those scholarships. We came up with figures of
$3,975,068 and 952 students. I have been privileged to get to know quite a number of these young people over the
years and I can personally attest to the fact that they have in general excelled in college and in their careers. While
the scholarships have been critically important to them, many have told me that there is also a more intangible
benefit in knowing that the community truly cares about them, and wants to help them succeed. It is a source of
great pride for me to know that the foundation has truly "made a difference" for these many young people through
the years. 
 
I want to mention a few other programs sponsored by the foundation for the benefit of our students. One is the
John Baylor “On To College” ACT prep course which we offer free to the students three times a year with the
purpose of helping them to prepare and perform better on the ACT test. Ethan Johnson is a member of the class of
2023 who wanted to improve his ACT score; after studying hard and completing the ACT prep course, he was able
to jump his score by three points. There can be no doubt that a three-point increase could translate into more
scholarship dollars. Another member of the class of 2023, Carson Strukel, completed the course and received an
excellent ACT score of 32. Carson was also one of the Foundation's sponsored students selected to attend the
nationally-recognized HOBY conference. Founded by Hugh O’Brien in 1958, HOBY’s mission is to inspire and
develop a global community of youth and volunteers to a life dedicated to leadership, service, and innovation. The
frequent comment I have heard from students who attended.HOBY is that it was “life-changing.”
 
Since 2009, the Forest City Community School and the Forest City Education Foundation have jointly sponsored an
academic banquet where students are awarded academic letters for outstanding achievement. We want to
continually emphasize the importance of academic performance in the high school years. This year the banquet
was held on March 31 and academic letters were awarded to 151 students with more than 400 people in
attendance at the banquet. We know that the ability to attend the academic banquet and obtain an academic letter
encourages quite a number of students to work a little harder. We were honored this year to have 1982 Forest City
graduate Rick Olson, the chairman of the board and chief executive officer of Toro, as our keynote speaker (Toro is
a Minneapolis-based company with over 10,000 employees and over $4 billion in annual revenue). He
communicated to students how his love of learning and science was fostered by Forest City teachers and
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continued to grow through his personal faith in God and family. He said conversations with teachers, beyond
classroom instruction, fueled his passion for science and the Science Club, physics, quantum mechanics, and
astronomy. He further noted that he was so inspired by stories of Winnebago industries, leading to his fascination
with manufacturing, engineering, and production processes. Olson implored students to continue to live by a good
moral compass, have high goals, and maintain a love of learning and generosity for helping others to make the world
a better place.
 
I would be remiss if I did not mention how important the generosity of the Hanson Family Foundation has been to
our foundation over many years. And we can now add that through the generosity of John V. Hanson, beginning in
the fall of 2021, students from Forest City High School and three other neighboring high schools had the
opportunity to enroll in the John V. Hanson Career Center. The career center is located in Forest City and allows
students to choose between four academies that can lead to good-paying jobs in high-demand fields. The four
academies are Advanced Manufacturing, Construction Trades, Information Technology, and Health Careers.
Students earn college credit by enrolling in North Iowa Community College (NIACC) classes at the career center. This
comes at no cost to the student or their parents. Textbooks, tools, and equipment are also provided to the
students. Mr. Hanson has long been an advocate for more education in the trades because of the need for
employees with this type of training by area manufacturers such as Winnebago Industries, Inc.
 
I also want to specifically recognize Liz Thompson, who served her first full year as our Executive Director. She has
done an excellent job through some very challenging times. It truly has been a pleasure for me to work with her.
 
And, of course, my year-end message always gets around to asking for money. You have heard me say before that I
am not asking you to “give“ money but rather to “invest” money in our most valuable asset, our wonderful young
people. I believe we can leave no better legacy. Again, I have often mentioned the joy that Joan and I have
experienced awarding scholarships to Forest City graduates over a number of years. We have also provided
additional funding in our estate plans so that the scholarships can continue for many years after our deaths. During
this holiday season as you reflect on your many blessings, we ask that you seriously consider supporting the
important work of the Forest City Education Foundation. Start building a legacy that will truly make a difference. Our
Board of Directors and the young people who have or will receive scholarships because “you care,” extend our best
wishes to you for a blessed holiday season.
 
Sincerely,
Raymond M. Beebe, President
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JODEE (FREKING) STRICKER (1988)
Favorite FCHS Memory: Ice skating at recess, getting
peanut butter sandwiches and giant cinnamon rolls,
going to the Guthrie Theater to see "A Christmas Carol",
and being in marching band
Current Position: 1st & 2nd Grade Special Education
Teacher
Year Started: 1995
"I enjoy living and working in a small community rather
than a big city. When I began teaching at FCES, it was
great to teach alongside some of my former teachers,
and I've enjoyed teaching in such a friendly
environment."

DEBRA (LACKORE) SWANSON (1974)
Favorite FCHS Memory: WOW - too many to mention!
Current Position: Para/assistant in the Middle School
Year Started: 1992
"My kids were getting close to school age and I thought
the school would be a perfect place to work."

RHONDA (SCHNEBLY) ESER (1985)
Favorite FCHS Memory: My favorite memory of being
a student here is Spotlight
Current Position: Bus driver and para-educator in
the elementary school
Year Started: 2011
"I wanted to work for FCCSD so I could have my
summers off to help take care of my grandchildren.
What I love the most about working here is the
amazing staff!"

Alumni Return to
Their Roots

We love hearing about the experiences that our alumni had while they were students in the Forest City School District - lifelong friendships
were formed, teachers inspired students to learn, and a sense of community was instilled. Forest City has also been known for its
partnerships with other schools. Prior to the consolidation of schools in 2013, upperclassmen at Woden-Crystal Lake were able to attend
FCHS to take advanced classes such as physics, chemistry, government, accounting, and more! Our alumni go on to do great things after
graduation and we are lucky enough to have an incredible group that all came back to work for the Forest City Community School District!

Compiled by Liz Thompson

ALLISON (THOMPSON) STROMMEN (2000)
Favorite FCHS Memory: I loved when our boys
basketball team made it to state and played at "The Barn"
and being in Spotlight. 
Current Position: Para in the Elementary School
Year Started: 2014
"I decided to come work for FCCSD when my youngest
daughter at the time was going into 4-year old preschool. I
had been working in Lake Mills at the preschool there and
wanted to be in the same school as my girls."

IVY (GRUNHOVD) LEITCH (2012)
Favorite FCHS Memory: My favorite memories were
attending sports events and Battle of the Classes
Current Position: Kindergarten Teacher
Year Started: 2016
"I loved my teachers growing up and had nothing but
wonderful memories of elementary school. I loved the
idea of working with my past teachers, seeing familiar
faces, and staying in this supportive community. My
husband and I both graduated from Forest City and we
can't wait to raise our girls in our hometown."

JEN (ODENS) McQUOWN (1988)
Favorite FCHS Memory: Homecomings, hanging out
with friends, playing sports
Current Position: Kindergarten Teacher
Year Started: 1993
"What I like most about working here: working with my
teammates, the culture in our building, and working
with young kids and their families in the town I grew up
in!"

SETH THORSON (1999)
Favorite FCHS Memory: Getting to know everyone
after starting high school here
Current Position: Elementary Special Education
Teacher
Year Started: 2016
"I wanted to work for FCCSD because I wanted to be a
part of our great school district."
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GLENDA KEOUGH (1978)
Favorite FCHS Memory: Our high school counselor,
Mr. Lewandowski.
Current Position: Food Service Director
Year Started: 2003
"What I like most about working here are the students
and my co-workers. It's also any mother's dream job."
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RYAN EASTVOLD (2002)
Favorite FCHS Memory: Playing basketball, going to
athletic events, and the social aspects of school. 
Current Position: 9-12 Special Education Teacher
Year Started: 2007
"When I started working here I enjoyed working with
the teachers I had in high school. As I get older, I enjoy
getting to 
know new teachers and staff and working with
students. I also enjoy coaching basketball and watching
as my own children grow up in the same community
and school my wife and I did."

SAMANTHA (BARTLETT) TRELOAR (2009)
Favorite FCHS Memory: Football games and Battle of
the Classes
Current Position: 2nd Grade Teacher
Year Started: 2014
"After college, I knew I wanted to come back to the area
to be near family. I loved my time at FCCSD and knew it
would be the perfect place to work and live."
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MARK JENKINS (1992)
Favorite FCHS Memory: The relationships made with
teachers that I still have with many of them today.
Current Position: High School Industrial Technology
and Biology
Year Started: 2011
"Living in Forest City, and having my children attending
the FCCSD. It was my vocation to work for Forest City
Schools."

JARALYN (BENSON) PICKAR (2002)
Favorite FCHS Memory: The school and teachers did
different activities to make school fun. School was a
safe place to learn and try new things. My fondest
memories come from being the friendships I made on
the track team!
Current Position: High School Mathematics
Year Started: 2007
"Being close to my parents was important to me; I liked
growing up in FC and wanted to start my own family
here. My HS math teachers had a huge impact on me
being a math teacher; they helped me find my
strengths and connect to something I hadn't always
enjoyed. It's been fun working with teachers from my
past and getting to know them on a different level."

CHRISTOPHER WELLENDORF (2007)
Favorite FCHS Memory: Meeting my future wife in
8th grade choir
Current Position: Assistant Food Service Director
Year Started: 2022
"I wanted to be a part of creating positive memories for
students. I enjoy the work/life balance that lets me
pour into my family and friendships in the community."

SARA (BEENKEN) MEINDERS (1994, W-CL)
Favorite W-CL/FC Memory: Lab time in chemistry
with Mr. Kvale. In the 90s, juniors and seniors were
transported to FCHS to take advanced classes and
while I enjoyed them all, Mr. Kvale somehow got this
accounting and math infatuate to love science.
Current Position: Business Manager/Board Secretary
and District School Business Official
Year Started: 2016
"I enjoy working at FCCSD because of the great team
we have. I've always thought the perfect occupation
would be to work as a school secretary and I wasn't
wrong. Each day I look forward to my job duties. I am
proud to know that our strong staff is helping students
succeed and that I have a small part in that. "

MICHAEL TRUE (1991)
Favorite FCHS Memory: The friendships and being
involved with sports and choir
Current Position: Teacher assistant and middle
school football coach
Year Started: 2001
"I enjoy working with students and the resource
program here helped me a lot growing up. "

ALI (PETERSON) SUNDERMANN (2014)
Favorite FCHS Memory: State Track & Field junior and
senior year
Current Position: Middle school & High school level 3
special education
Year Started: 2019
"I absolutely love that I am able to work in the same
town that I live in and graduated from. I have enjoyed
getting to know some of my former teachers as friends
and appreciate their dedication to their students on a
whole new level."

JENNIFER (FARUS) EASTVOLD (1997)
Favorite FCHS Memory: Some of my favorite
memories of going to school here include spending
time in bookworm hollow, playing on the big slide,
making apple head dolls in art, and having some
fantastic teachers
Current Position: 3rd & 4th Grade Special Education
Teacher
Year Started: 2013
"I wanted a job I could feel proud of and I am extremely
proud to be a teacher at Forest City Elementary."

EMILY (KINGLAND) BEENKEN (1998)
Favorite FCHS Memory: I had a great school
experience throughout elementary, middle school, and
high school. My favorite memories are too numerous to
list! I am thankful for the many great teachers and
opportunities I had as a student.
Current Position: 2nd Grade Teacher
Year Started: 2002
"I wanted to work at FCCSD because of my own positive
school experience. What I like most about working here
is being able to work with our students and staff."



Winter 2022

MELANIE (HANNA) OLSON (1997)
Favorite FCHS Memory: Meeting my husband, Jesse
Current Position: Para
Year Started: 2014
"I have loved having the same schedule as my boys and
having a better idea of what's going on at the school
and with their classes. I love getting to know the
students and working with this wonderful staff. It's a
great group of people."

HANNAH VAUGHAN (2016)
Favorite FCHS Memory: Being involved in extra-
curriculars and the support from my teachers
Current Position: High School English Language Arts
Teacher (10th grade)
Year Started: 2022
"Something I like the most is how caring and welcoming
the staff and students have been!"

MELISSA SWEARINGEN (2010)
Favorite FCHS Memory: Getting to know and building
relationships with some of the teachers that I still talk
to today. School was a lot better for me when I could
actually talk to someone on a deeper level who was
also teaching me; it made learning more fun.
Current Position: Paraeducator
Year Started: 2022
"When I was a kid I got help from a teacher who really
helped me understand things that I just didn't get. I
remember them to this day and thought it would be
neat to help kids who really need it. You can really have
an impact on a kid's life and make a difference for them
so I was excited to have that opportunity!"

TERA (BLASER) FRIEDERICH (2007)
Favorite FCHS Memory: A few of my favorites include
playing volleyball and softball, attending sporting
events, and Battle of the Classes.
Current Position: 5th Grade Teacher
Year Started: 2021
"My husband and I graduated from FCHS and always
reminisced about our great experiences. Not only did
we love the school district, but we loved the community
as well. We felt there was a lot to offer for our four
children and were excited to raise them here. FCCSD
offers great education, a supportive environment, and
many activities for the kids to get involved in. I loved
going to Forest City and am proud to teach here!"

KELLI (OLSON) WELP (2004)
Favorite FCHS Memory: Postseason/state volleyball,
bus rides and carpooling to different activities/events,
Battle of the Classes
Current Position: Middle School/High School Nurse
Year Started: 2019
"What I like most about my job is caring for the
students and that not every day is the same."

TARA MILLARD (2004)
Favorite FCHS Memory: Battle of the Classes was my
best memory and the most fun I've ever seen students
and teachers have together.
Current Position: High School English Language Arts
Year Started: 2019
"FCCSD was my first choice because I wanted to
continue growing in the place that influenced my
childhood. FC has some very unique academic and
professional opportunities that impacted me positively
and I want to be part of that continued growth."

MALLORY (LOVIK) ZIESMER (2006)
Favorite FCHS Memory: Memories made on the golf
and basketball teams
Current Position: K-8 Math & Behavior Interventionist
Year Started: 2010
"I wanted to work in FC because of everything it gave me
as a student. We have a very special school system and
community! I love my job because our kids are awesome
and I really enjoy the people I work with."

KRIS (STROMMEN) JOHNSON (1984)
Favorite FCHS Memory: I have many!! Some of my
most favorite include ice skating on the tennis courts
during recess, going to the Guthrie Theater to see "A
Christmas Carol", and being on the homecoming court
my senior year. 
Current Position: Title I Teacher
Year Started: 1990
"I received my education here and always felt it would
be a great school district to work for. What I like the
most about working here is how our caring staff works
together to improve student achievement!"

RYAN FRIEDERICH (2007)
Favorite FCHS Memory: The homecoming festivities
every year. I love how the school and community are
able to come together to celebrate accomplishments by
students in many different areas.
Current Position: Computer Science Teacher
Year Started: 2021
"One of the reasons my wife and I wanted to come back
to FC was the opportunity to have our children attend
the school that provided us with an outstanding
education. As an educator, I am excited to be able to
give back to the school that gave me so much. I have
always been so proud of this school and community. I
feel blessed to be back!"

BRITTANY (GUST) MILBRANDT (2008)
Favorite FCHS Memory: Battle of the Classes
Current Position: Kindergarten Teacher
Year Started: 2022
"My husband and I wanted to move back to raise our
family here. When a teaching position came open, it was
the perfect opportunity."
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ALICIA (HARMS) REESE (2002)
Favorite FCHS Memory: Some of my favorite
memories of being a student here include participating
in sports, band, choir, and all of the Homecoming
festivities.
Current Position: 3rd & 4th Grade Special Education
Teacher
Year Started: 2006
"When I decided to get my degree in education, I was
hopeful that someday I would be able to teach where I
attended school. School for me was such a positive
experience and I had such great teachers. I wanted to
give back what FCCSD gave to me!"

HEATHER (GREENWOOD) WELCH (1992)
Favorite FCHS Memory: Senior year and the many
memories made with friends; M&M club, Church's
parties, cruising "the loop", Homecoming,
Winterfest...just all the time spent hanging out with
friends!
Current Position: High School Special Education Para
Year Started: 2016
"My kids were starting middle school so I decided to
apply for an opening in the high school so I could work
on the same schedule as them with their activities and
sports."

REBECCA SCHNEBLY (1983)
Favorite FCHS Memory: Seeing my classmates and
some of the teachers in school
Current Position: Cook in the High School
Year Started: 2009
"Working with the people and the students that we had
in the classroom now work in the kitchen. I enjoy
working with people that work with you and help out
when you need it. They are all nice people to work
with.."

ELIZABETH (HAAKE) GANN (1996)
Favorite FCHS Memory: So many! Getting 2nd place at
cheerleading state, musicals and choir, time spent with
friends and teammates, teachers and coaches who
invested in us
Current Position: Administrative Assistant in the
District Office
Year Started: 2022
"After being away from the area for 20+ years, my
husband and I decided to move back to be near my
parents and enroll our 2 kids in FC schools. We were
living in New Zealand when I saw the job posting and
thought 'how fun it would be to work at my old school!'"

MARCIA (VRIEZE) KLUVER (1978, W-CL)
Favorite W-CL/FCHS Memory: Being a Homecoming
candidate, doing things with my friends, meeting my
future husband...there are so many memories!
Current Position: Para at the Elementary School
Year Started: 2011
"I worked at W-CL-T first as a para for 10 years. When
they closed the W-CL school, I started at the Forest City
Elementary School as a para. I enjoy working with the
kids and with the other paras and teachers."

KIM (NIELSEN) REDENIUS (1991, W-CL)
Favorite W-CL/FCHS Memory: If I could go back and
do it all over again, I would! I loved the small class sizes,
being friends with everyone, and getting help from
teachers to be successful. Basketball was my favorite
sport and I was 1 of 25 girls in Iowa chosen to travel to
Mexico to play. Those things are fun to look back on
but it's the teamwork and friendships that have stuck
with me all these years.
Current Position: Bus Driver
Year Started: 2022
"I love being around kids, love to drive, and love the
location. No matter where life takes me, I have always
felt like it's a mission field out there and we have a
chance to make a difference in someone's life."

A big heartfelt THANK YOU goes out to ALL of the employees of the Forest City Community School District! No
matter what classroom or department you're in, you are truly making an impact on the lives of our students each
and every day. Your dedication and commitment to their academic success is appreciated more than we can
possibly describe. Thank you for all that you do for our students both in and out of the classroom!

FCHS Alumni not featured:
Claire (Wilson) Branstad (2007) - Elementary School Assistant
Jessica (Swanson) Bruckhoff (1995) - High School Secretary
Jacqlyn (Schnebly) Douglas (2005) - Food Service
Kenna Espeland (2017) - Football Cheerleading Coach
Amber Folkerts (2004) - Elementary School Nurse
Marcy (Bartleson) Hanson (1991) - Food Service
Cassie (Hines) Schulze (2000) - Elementary School Secretary
Heather (Swanson) Urbatsch (1995) - Elementary Special Education

W-CL Alumni not featured:
Gary Gerdes (1968) - Bus Driver

JASON BLASER (1997, W-CL)
Favorite W-CL/FC Memory: I really enjoyed the bus
trips to and from Forest City; on many occasions we
convinced our driver to go to the bakery before making
the return trip to Crystal Lake. I looked forward to Mr.
Kvale's classes; he had a way of making difficult
concepts easier to learn with his teaching style.
Current Position: 5th Grade Math Teacher
Year Started: 2018
"I wanted to work at FCMS to be in the same district as
my kids but more importantly because of the
philosophies in place. Mr. Dillavou and the staff have a
reputation for doing what is in the best interest of the
students while building community and having fun; I
wanted to be part of this culture."
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FOREST CITY WANTS YOU

BACK HOME!
Great Schools

Raise Your Family in FC

Gig Internet for Working Remotely 

Family Focused Community

Ask about our incentives
for moving back to Forest
City, Leland, Crystal Lake,

Fertile, or Woden!

Forest City
Economic Development 
(641) 585-5560
developforestcityia.com

Email Beth@forestcityia.com for more information!
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Westerberg family left to right, front to back: Deanna, Nancy, Tim, & Steve

Westerberg Family
Values Education

The three Westerberg siblings, Tim, Deanna, and Steve all agree that education was a priority with their parents,
Don and Edell Westerberg. Tim says, “Both parents valued education very highly.” When he asked to stay home
from school to help with farm work in the Spring or Fall the answer was almost always no! “We were expected
to make something of ourselves through education.” It is not surprising therefore that the Westerberg siblings
decided to award a scholarship to honor their parents. Don graduated from Forest City High School in 1947. He
grew up on the farm the family still owns. He bought the farm in the early ’70s from his parents Rollie and Ruth
Westerberg. Edell went to high school in Clear Lake. All three of their children graduated from Forest City High
School: Tim in 1968, Deanna in 1973, and Steve and his wife Nancy in 1976.  “Our parents were supporters of
the Forest City School System and continued to be after the three of us graduated,” says daughter Deanna
Ennen, especially attending sporting events. The scholarship was established to honor our parents and to
provide a worthy student seeking higher education the assistance to do so." Interviewing the Westerberg
siblings and learning about their education and careers after graduating from Forest City High school clearly
showed that they all met their parents’ expectations to “make something of themselves”. 

Written by Alice Lewellen



Steve Westerberg and his wife, Nancy (Knudtson) both graduated from FCHS and have both been involved
in education throughout their careers. Steve received his BS from the University of Northern Iowa in secondary
teaching and his MA from Iowa State in Educational Leadership. Nancy received her AA from Ellsworth College in
1978 and her licensure to teach preschool in 1994. They have lived in many Iowa locations before coming back to
Forest City to retire. From 1980-84 Steve taught in Morning Sun where Nancy worked at an insurance company.
From 1984-86 Steve taught in Jefferson, Iowa while Nancy worked at a bank. The next two years, Steve was the
Principal at Sentral of Fenton. From there 1986-1989, Steve was the high school principal at Wapello High School.
 Nancy was busy raising their children during this time period. 1989-2010 found the couple living in Denison
where Steve was the high school principal and Nancy started a preschool at their church. For the next five years,
Steve was the Superintendent in Oelwein and Nancy was an associate for children with special needs. 
In 2015-2020 Steve was Superintendent in Big Lake, Minnesota and Nancy was a Reading Corps. Reading tutor.
After retiring the couple moved back to Forest City. Their three children live in Iowa as well as Missouri. Both Steve
and Nancy have friends and family in the Forest City area. They had moved so many times over the years they
were not anxious to start over in a new community. They both had positive memories of growing up in Forest City
and they like living in a "safe community, with a great public school, a four-year university, and overall positive
quality of life.” They are the fifth generation of their families to live in the Forest City area. In high school, Nancy
was a cheerleader and was involved in several clubs, while Steve was in sports and student government. “We had
excellent teachers and many of our best friends today are from our high school years. We enjoy class reunions to
catch up with classmates.”  Steve and Nancy have three children, Scott, Eric, and Amy and five grandchildren with
another expected in November. In retirement, they spend several weeks in the summer at their lake cabin in
Minnesota. They like attending sporting events and doing home repair projects. They agree that Grandparenting
is the best “hobby” though. Recently the couple began serving as RSVP (Retired Senior Volunteer Program) at
Forest City Elementary School. “We enjoy helping 1st and 2nd graders improve their reading and writing skills and
getting to experience their fun personalities. We encourage everyone to volunteer in their local schools.” 
 
Certainly, the Westerberg family has fulfilled their parents’ dreams and the Forest City Education Foundation has
greatly benefited from the Westerberg family.

Winter 2022 Page 11

Deanna Westerberg Ennen attended Mankato Community College after graduation. She and her husband Dave
Ennen are both retired from Winnebago Industries and live in Forest City. Deanna’s son Ross Ennen graduated
from Forest City High School in 2004 as the third generation of Westerberg's to do so. He and his wife live in West
Des Moines with their two children.  In retirement, Deanna enjoys DIY projects, gardening, and spending time with
her grandchildren In high school she participated in musicals, concert choir, girl's glee, annual staff, and drill team.
Deanna says she has lots of good memories of high school and she added, “We had great teachers.”

Tim Westerberg received his AA degree from Waldorf and a BS in sociology from the University of Iowa where
he also received his MA in Education Administration. He received his Ph.D. in Education from Iowa State. This led
to a long career in education. He taught economics and political science and coached football in Rock Island,
Illinois from 1973-1975 He then moved to Clear Lake and taught the same courses and coached track as well as
football from 1975 to 1978, At this time he was also in the Iowa National Guard from 1972-1978. From 1978-1980
Tim was K12 Principal in Havelock-Plover School District 1978-1980, High School Principal in Liberty, Mo. 1981-
1985, and High School Principal in Littleton, Colorado 1985-2005. He has been a School Improvement Coach
(nationally and internationally) since 2005. Tim has published three books and multiple articles on school
leadership and improvement. Tim’s wife, Gayle holds a Ph.D. from Regis University and is a career teacher,
principal, and consultant. Currently, Tim and his wife live in Dillion, Colorado where Tim served on the Town
Council from 2010 to 2018. They have five children and four grandchildren. When asked what he remembers
most about FCHS, Tim said many good friends and playing football. 



Describe your education and career path:
After graduation, I attended Iowa State University. During the first year, I decided
to switch from pre-architecture to pre-landscape architecture. During the first 
semester of the program, I realized I made the right decision. I continued my studies, 
staying active with various organizations on campus. I spent a partial semester studying
abroad in Coyhaique, Chile with the National Outdoor Leadership School. I graduated 
Cum Laude in 2017 from the 5-year professional program with a Bachelor of Landscape 
Architecture and Environmental Studies. During school, I had various employment opportunities. I was a research
assistant under Professor Mimi Wagner researching river trail corridors. I also interned for RDG Planning & Design
in Des Moines during the spring and summer of my fourth year. I returned to work for them full-time post-
graduation, and remain with them today. I have had the opportunity to work on projects across the United States,
from a collegiate sports complex for the University of Connecticut to a complete streetscape design for the
University of North Dakota. I have also worked in many towns across the state, from small projects in towns of 500
to the youth sports complex at the Field of Dreams movie site and a proposed whitewater park along the Des
Moines and Raccoon Rivers in downtown Des Moines. During this time, I was also studying for my licensure exams
and became a Professional Landscape Architect in Sept. 2020. A year ago, I was presented with an opportunity to
return to my alma mater, Iowa State, and teach in the Savanna Studio, which travels across the western and
southern US. I have been teaching full-time at Iowa State as a lecturer for the past year and a half while continuing
to practice part-time in Des Moines. 
 
What led you to choose this career path?
I always had an interest in design and art and had been heavily considering architecture. When I went to Iowa State,
I misunderstood landscape architecture and the profession. A college professor (and now a colleague of mine),
Associate Professor Michael Martin, taught an introductory design course required for all freshmen. During this
class, I learned the full extent of opportunities that a landscape architect had, from designing 
parks and urban plazas, to working in National Parks. I've always had a love for the outdoors, and it seemed like a
perfect marriage between design and nature.
                                                                                                 What are some of the challenges of your career?    
                                                                                                 It can be a very stressful career at times. We are constantly
                                                                                                 working to meet client deadlines while providing
                                                                                                 meaningful designs that are good for the public. It is also a               
                                                                                                 very misunderstood profession, so I spend a lot of time
                                                                                                 telling people "No, I don't mow lawns." Many times, our
                                                                                                 clients and communities we are working with don't know
                                                                                                 what they need. It creates a journey for us, to take
                                                                                                 together, to discover a solution that fits their needs, while
                                                                                                 creating a meaningful place that improves the lives of those 
                                                                                                 it touches. What we design gets built, and could have a 50-
                                                                                                 year life span or longer. The challenge of meeting their
                                                                                                 needs, while protecting the environment and biodiversity
                                                                                                 can be daunting.

From Strong Roots: 
An Interview with Nate Byro
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What are some of the advantages of your career? 
My favorite aspect has been the ability to shape a community and getting to 
see my ideas built. We change people's lives and typically they don't even 
know it. I remember talking to a college friend about a park in her community 
(Overland Park, KS). She was saying how much she loved the park and always 
loved seeing families in the area. It was a project designed by my company 
that I assisted on and she had no idea! Now that I've moved on to higher 
education, my favorite aspect has been seeing students learn, understand,  
and make connections. There is no greater feeling than watching a student  
finally understand a concept. 

What are your future plans? 
As of now, that is very much up in the air! I am currently exploring graduate 
schools to continue a career in academia. However, I love designing and plan 
to continue practicing landscape architecture in some capacity.

What are your hobbies or other interests? 
Running, photography, and spending time outdoors. I ran cross country in high school and fell out of running
when I got to college. However, I have rediscovered it with the help of some old high school buddies. I find it a
great stress reliever! I have run a couple of half marathons with the guys and will be training for my first marathon
this summer. I have a group of friends who bike together on regular occasions. This group led me to join my first   
RAGBRAI this past summer, riding every mile. I also love coming home and spending time with my family.

Any special memories of FCHS? 
Some of my favorite memories from FCHS are from marching band, speech, and cross country. I remember all of
                                            the joking around during cross-country practice trying to see how much distance we
                                              could cut off. I remember the rewards of all the time spent at marching band practice
                                                 with our Division I  ratings at the state band competition. They were always a fun time
                                                    and a great celebration of a lot of hard work.

                                                          How did growing up in a small town affect your life and career path? 
                                                             Growing up in a small town causes you, for better or worse, to get to know
                                                                 the people around you very well. The community it distilled in me drives me 
                                                                to fully get to know a community when I am designing for them. I believe this 
                                                             makes me a better designer. It also inspires me to build my own community
                                                          around me. It's funny, I always say Des Moines feels like a big, small town. Once
                                                       you get rooted in the community, you run into people you know everywhere. It 
                                                     helps to make the city cozy, and feels like home.

"The best experiences happen when you step (or are
pushed) out of your comfort zone. Life is too short not to try

new things and explore other places. You gain a stronger
appreciation for home when you go away for a while."

RAGBRAI Summer 2022



Joe Charlson
Tom & Angel Clarey*
Class of 1963
Class of 1965
Class of 1977
Class of 1985
Jim Coloff
Tony & Sue Coloff
Coloff Digital
Cottonwood Corner
Country Axe
Country Thunder
County Line Seeds LLC
Jason Crail*
Dales Body Shop
Roger & Beverly Dant
Dave Osborne, State Farm Insurance
Dan & Sheila Davis
Pam DeWaard*
Zach & Tami Dillavou*
Robert E. Dods Family Foundation
David Donohue
Richard Draheim
Keith & Heather** Duenow
Steve & Beth Duenow
Julie Duncan*
LeDonna Durant Memorial Funds
Ryan* & Tori Eastvold
Jeri Edel*
Edward Jones
Wendy Eggebraaten
Diane Ehm
Dave & Deanna Ennen
Melissa Erdman*
Boyd & Rhonda Eser
John & Marlene Faircloth
Family Eye Care Center
Farm Bureau Insurance
Farmers Coop Pumping It Back Program
Fat Hill Brewing
FCIS Insurance
Andrew & Heidi Fedders
Marshal Field
First Choice Realty
Nicole Follman
Forest City Economic Development
Forest City Family Dentistry
Forest City Farmers' Coop
Forest City FFA Alumni
Forest City Fire Department
Forest City High School
Forest City High School FFA Chapter
Forest City Lions Club
Forest City Parks & Rec
Forest City PEO Chapter HW
Forest City Rotary Club
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FOREST CITY EDUCATION FOUNDATION
*2022 DONORS*

As another year comes to a close, I can't help but smile as I think about all of the students we've been able to help, all of the opportunities we've
been able to provide, and all of the work we've been able to accomplish...and it's all thanks to our incredible family of donors, volunteers and
board members! While we want to do our best to acknowledge each and every one of our donors, I know that we run the risk of missing someone
who has generously donated to the Foundation. Please know that ALL of you play a very important role in the lives of our students as they pursue
their educational goals. 

THANK YOU for your continued support and generosity; you are truly impacting the lives of our hardworking students!

Sincerely, Liz Thompson, Executive Director

3M Foundation
Abels Financial Services
Madeline & Joseph Adamson
Ethan & Michelle Albertson
Bob & Natalie Alsop
American Family Insurance & Cathy Caldwell
Murray Anderson*
Applebees - Mason City
Dave** & Arlene Arndt
Laura Arterburn
Atlantic Bottling Company (Coca-Cola)
Avion Azul
Ay Jalisco
Ken & Valerie Baker*
Josh & Tasha Banta
Bear Creek Golf Course
Bear Creek Pro AM Committee
Ray* & Joan Beebe
Brandon & Emily* Beenken
Christopher & Sarah Beiting
Howard & Beverly Belsheim
Dale Benson
Ed & Judy Benson
Scott Bertelsen
Marla Betz
Beth Bilyeu
Natalie Black
Blackbaud Giving Fund
Leon Blanchet
Tom & Julie Blomme
Boeing Company Gift Match
Bonnie Willis Studios
Doug Book Memorial Funds
Galen & Melba Borchardt Estate
Boulder Tap House
Katie Bowers
Terry Branstad
Keith & Ann Brcka
BrickStreet Theatre
Tracy* & Randy Broesder
Jay E. Brooker & Warren J. Brooker Memorial Funds
Valerie Brooker
Jason & Jessica Bruckhoff
Joshua Bruckhoff
Dr. Laila & Dustin Buck
Andy & Keila Buffington
Janice Buffington
Kevin & Michelle* Bunger
Marcie Burns*
Dennis* & Rosie Busta
Cabin Coffee of Forest City
Cathy Caldwell, American Family Insurance
Lennis Carpentier
Breck David Carson
Cindy Carter**
Chanhassen Dinner Theater

Forest City Veterinary Clinic
Forest Theatre
Bill & Katherine Fox Foundation
Fraker's Pizza
Mark & Carolyn Frakes
Craig & Mary Jo Friederich
Steven Galluzzo
Drew & Samantha Gappa
Brett & Amanda Geelan
Rob & Michelle** Giesen
Golden Chopsticks
Brian Green
Green Bay Packers
Cindy Buckley Gross
Waldon Groves Estate
Rick & Amy Grunhovd
Douglas Guild
Troy & Tricia* Hall
Tim Halvorsen*
Ken & Joan Hansen
Hanson Family Foundation
Marlen Hanson
Happy Sweets
Anna Harringa
Paul Harrington
Jan Harris
Mallory Hartwig*
Jan & Ruth Haugen
Ron & Linda Haugen
Don & Kristin Heidemann
Daryl Heimer*
Brad Heitland
Tracy Helgeson
Adam & Trista** Helm
Steve & Nancy Helm
Helm/Hobbs Farms
Collin Hertzer
Erik & Norma Hertzer
Bruce & Jan Hertzke
Heyer Spear Insurance
David H. Hill
Lee & Linda Hinkley
Clay & Pat Hobbs
Kathryn J. Hodson
Holland Contracting
Hometown Creations/Rejuvenate Boutique
Richard & Vera Hynes
HyVee of Forest City
Jeffrey Inman
Marilyn Inman
Iota Delta Beta Chapter of Tri Beta - Waldorf University
Iowa Cubs
Adam & Trichelle Jackson
James Jacobson
Mark* & Jen Jenkins
Jennings & Hall Financial Group, LLC
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Doug Jenson
Jeff & Lacy Jerome*
Craig & Dawn Johnson
DeWayne & Donna Johnson
Elsie Marie Johnson
Greg & Liz Johnson
Jeff & Kae Johnson
Mark & Kris* Johnson
Wayne & Gloria Johnson
John & Judy Johnston
Brad & Sherri Jones*
Michael & Kate Jordal
Jerry Jorgensen
Sharon Jorgensen
Connie Josten
Sharon Josten
Dave & Cheryl Kapka
Melissa Kearney
Matt Keel
Dawn Kennedy
Glenda Keough*
LeRoy Kester
David & Sue Kingland
Eric & Shelly Kingland
KIOW
Allison Klaassen*
Katie Kleemeier
Kelly Kleemeier & David Dickson
Ken & Ashley Kleemeier
Tim & Rita Kleemeier
Jerry & Bonnie Knapper
Brian & Carmen Knudtson
Aaron & Shelby Korth
Ken & Cindy Korth
Cathy Kruse
Robert & Gail Kuefler
Ronald & Donna Kvale
David Lambert
Elizabeth Johnson Lambert
Tammy Lambert*
Manette Lampe
Julie Langerud*
Larson Transport Systems
Tom & Tammy Larson
Lazy Acre Vineyard
Darwin** & Cindi Lehmann*
Grant & Abbey Lehmann
Ivy Leitch*
Jeriann Bess Lennox
Mike & Alice Lewellen
Riley & Kris Lewis
Ron** & Hope Lichtsinn
Lichtsinn RV
Cari Lillquist*
Ed & Kris* Linder
Weston** & Liz Lohry
LoLa's Plants & Gifts
Louie's Custom Meats & More
Alvera & James Lovick Memorial Funds
Barb Lovick
Jason* & Nicole Lovik-Blaser
Steve & Pat Lovik**
Gary & Barb Ludwig
Todd & Ellen Lundgren
Luth Photos
Cody & Allison Lycke
Nancy Mackin
Michael Mangan
Masonic Lodge of Forest City
Mayland Ag Services
MBT Bank
William & Danielle McCormick
Kathryn Carson McHan
Jen McQuown*
Scott** & Signe Meinders
Amy Meinecke*

Verla L. Messer
Midwest Duct Works
Kristin Mikes
Brittany Milbrandt
Tara Millard*
Mike & Sherri Miller
Miller Pharmacy
Minnesota Timberwolves & Lynx
Minnesota Vikings
Missal Insurance & Realty
Tim Missal
Mike Mollenhauer
Cynthia Charlson Monroe
Kevin Monson
Chad & Allison Moore*
Monte Moore
National Financial Services LLC
Jezabeth Jorge Negron
Debra, Nate, & Nick Nelson
Eric Nelson
Steve Nelson
Newman, Thompson & Gray, PC
Emma Lee Nielsen Memorial Fund
John & Joan Niland
Robert & Carol Nordman
Carol Noren
Norske Pork
NSB Bank 
Harlan & Deb* Nyhus
Mike & Jean O'Rourke
Bob & Kathy Olson
Jesse Olson
Kari Olson*
Martha Holland Olson
Rick & Kate Olson
Steve & Nancy Olson
Paddler's Tap (Jay & Kerry Steffensen, Ed & Kris Linder,
and Mike Faircloth)
Wes & Kelly Parks*
Pasta Bella
Tom Pauley
Robert Paulson
Stephen & Donna Petersburg
Jaralyn Pickar
Norbert J. Pint Memorial Funds
POET Grain
Duane** & Tami Polsdofer
Megan & Phillip Porter
Prime & Wine
Pritchard Family Auto Stores
Linda Putney
Steve & Sheryl Putz
Pyro Pete's Fireworks
Lee Ann & Larry Raulie
Zach & Jen Raulie
Realty ONE Group Black Diamond
Chad & Kristine* Reece
Judith Peters Reed
Kristie Renchin*
Kenneth Marks & Sandra Reuben
James & Sandra Roenfanz
Dan** & Sheri Rosacker*
Richard M. Rovang
Byron & Barbara Ruiter
Merriya* & Patrick Ruiter
Reid & Amy** Ryan
Linda Sapp
Dan* & Shandra Sarasio-Meyer
Krista & Tyson Scheidecker
Curt, Gina, & Dylan Schleuger
Paul E. Schmidt
Jared Schnebly
Schnebly Family
Isaiah & Tasha Schott
Schott Funeral Home
Science Center of Iowa

Wayne & Sharon Sesker
Shooterz Bar & Grill
Siegrist, Jones & Bakke LLP
Frank Sinnard Memorial Funds
Ryan Smith*
Donald & Clarice Snyder
Jason & Emily Sopko*
Paul & Kathryn Sorensen
Renee Sorenson*
Steve* & Nikki Staudt
Carol Abkes Stone
Henry & Pennie Stone
Carolyn Strait*
Jodee Stricker*
Ken & June Strohman
Joseph & Patti Strukel
Alec & Ali Sundermann
Kevin & Mary Swanson
Deb Swanson*
Charles & Nancy Sweetman
Vicki Swenson
Taco Jerry's/Borderline Pizza
Darin Theel
Kirby Thompson Memorial & Thompson Family
Scott & Elizabeth Thompson
Jaclyn Thorson
Claudia Tillman
Cindy Torkelson*
Merna Torkelson
Ronald & Lucille Torkelson
Mike True*
Carol J. Tweeten
Terry & Shelby Tweeten
Heather Urbatsch*
Judy Benson-Utech
John & Debra Verity
Carl & Sandra Wagner
Waldorf University
Waldorf University Athletics Department
Keith & Emily Walker*
Christopher Wellendorf*
Joseph Wellik
Kelli Welp*
James & Laurie Wencl
Steve & Nancy Westerberg
Tim Westerberg
Dana Wilkinson
Willig Family Scholarship Fund
Scott & Paula Wilson
Windy Hill Winery
Winnebago Cooperative Telecom Association (WCTA)
Winnebago County Bar Association
Winnebago Industries
Rebecca Stipp Young
Stefanie Zeman
Dave & Becky Ziesmer
Derek** & Mallory Ziesmer*

*Get On The Bus participants
**Forest City Education Board of Directors

List reflects donors from Dec. 1, 2021 - Dec. 1, 2022



145 S Clark St | PO Box 270 | Forest City, IA 50436

OUR MISSION IS TO PROVIDE SCHOLARSHIPS AND EDUCATIONAL
OPPORTUNITIES TO FOREST CITY STUDENTS

The Forest City Education Foundation is able to fund scholarships and programs thanks to the generous support of our
donors. Your gift today or in the future, by naming the Foundation in y our estate plan, will ensure the Foundation can

support generations to come. There are several ways you can help: 
 

SUPPORT THE DREAMCATCHER FUND
The general fund is used to fund academic scholarships, Foundation grants, and also supports the Foundation's programs

and operating expenses.
 

FUND AN INDIVIDUAL SCHOLARSHIP
A minimum of $500 per year will fund a scholarship. You can name this scholarship in honor or memory of a loved one.

The scholarship will be awarded each year in May. The donor will be invited to present the award.
 

FUND A CLASS SCHOLARSHIP
Your class can leave a legacy by funding a $500 minimum scholarship.

 
FUND AN ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP

An endowed scholarship is a major gift used to fund scholarships. The capital from the endowed scholarship gift is
preserved so that the gift can last indefinitely. We ask that the minimum to endow a scholarship is $20,000, to be paid

within 5 years. This scholarship can be named in honor or memory of a loved one.


