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Letter from the

President
In last year's letter I said it seemed 
safe to say that there would never 
be another year like 2020. While 
COVID-19 continued to pose 
many challenges in 2021, we were 
able to return to at least some 
degree of normalcy. While our 
Academic Banquet and Senior 
Awards Night were both virtual 
events in 2020, we were able to 
hold scaled back in-person events 
in 2021 and are hopeful that we 
can replicate pre-2020 full-scale 

events next year. I want to applaud the wonderful young people who at-
tend Forest City High School as well as those who have moved on to the 
college ranks. They have been significantly impacted by COVID-19 and 
deprived of a "normal'' high school or college experience. Additionally, 
their childhoods have been punctuated by school shootings, catastroph-
ic climate change, racial inequality issues and Americans politically 
and culturally estranged from each other. But there is no course they 
could've taken that would have been more valuable than the pandemic 
experience. The lessons of stress, anxiety, fear, loss, tragedy, betrayal, 
intolerance–but also courage, hope, resilience and perseverance: these 
may be learned abstractly in their studies of humanities but they were 
made manifest in real time by the pandemic.

While the pandemic caused significant curtailment of our fundraising 
activities, I am thrilled to announce that we awarded over $450,000 in 
scholarships to the class of 2021! This represented a significant increase 
from the $400,000 awarded the previous year. We greatly appreciate our 
donors who made this possible.

It has also been a year of transition as Jessica Bruckhoff resigned as our 
Executive Director last year and our new Executive Director, Liz Thomp-
son, assumed that position late in the year. We express our appreciation 
to Jessica for a job well done and also for her graciousness in helping out 
during the interim and in providing guidance to Liz as she began her 
work. In my long tenure with the foundation I have been through a num-
ber of Executive Director transitions and I confess that I was not looking 
forward to another one. My concern was ill placed as Liz is definitely a 
self-starter who hit the ground running. She is highly capable and moti-
vated and has quickly developed expertise in all aspects of our work.

As we enter the holiday season, I want to share with you the stories of 
two men who were born during the depression, lived humble lives but left 
behind a legacy of service to others. A few months ago our foundation 
announced the receipt of significant bequests from the estates of Norbert 
J. Pint, who died on May 7, 2018 and Galen Borchardt, who died on March 
22, 2020. The total amount received from the Norbert Pint Estate/Trust was 
$457,163 and the total amount received from the Galen Borchardt Estate 
was $119,163. I am pleased that Pint and Borchardt apparently shared my 
view that one of the greatest legacies a person can leave is to help young 
people achieve their dreams by making it possible for them to attain a 
post-high school education. Both men spent their childhoods in the throes 
of the Great Depression, lived simply and frugally and while neither ever 
had a high-paying job, both accumulated significant wealth. Pint had a 
variety of jobs during his long life, had a deep faith and was very active in 
the local Catholic Church and Knights of Columbus and it was said that 
he could fix anything and was a self-taught astute investor. He was a firm 

believer in young people securing 
a post-high school education and 
particularly could see the value 
of learning the trades. Following 
guidelines established by Mr. Pint, 
the foundation will pay out a total 
of ten $1000 scholarships each 
year for 10 years (the first such 10 
scholarships were awarded this past 
May) and then in year 11 (2031) 
the amount will increase from 
$1000 to $3000 for each of the 10 
scholarships with the scholarships 
thereafter to increase by 4% each 

year until all funds are exhausted. With expected investment returns on 
the Pint funds, the foundation should be paying out Pint Scholarships for 
many years to come. Borchardt was also born during the depression and 
attended a country school in Worth County through the eighth grade and 
like many of that era left school 
to help his father and neighbors 
farm. He served in the US Army 
during the early 1950s and worked 
at a number of companies during 
his lifetime. The foundation has 
decided to award one $5000 Galen 
and Melba Borchardt Scholarship 
each year and the first scholarship 
was awarded in May. Both men 
were quite private and humble but 
I think we can all learn from their 
desire to "pay it forward" and to 
"make a difference" particularly in 
the lives of our young people.

Our foundation fully understands the need and we are always striving 
to be able to get more money to more young people. Private support for 
our young people attending college has never been more critical. Col-
lege costs continue to increase dramatically, the income of the Ameri-
can middle class has stagnated leaving many parents unable to provide 
any significant financial support for their college-bound children. As 
state support for Iowa's three public universities goes down, tuition goes 
up, and we have yet another factor in making a college education less 
affordable. Iowa's funding for its universities has been decreasing at one 
of the fastest rates in the nation.

Forest City graduates are some truly amazing young people year after 
year. Many Forest City alumni will be reading this letter and I would 
ask that each of you reflect back on the impact that growing up in 
Forest City and attending school here has had on your life. Many of you 
went on to obtain much more affordable college educations. Won't you 
consider "paying it forward" and helping our young people achieve their 
dreams. I believe we can leave no better legacy. I have previously talked 
about the joy that Joan and I experience from awarding scholarships to 
Forest City graduates for the last several years. We get to know all the 
wonderful recipients and form friendships that last through the college 
years and beyond. During this holiday season as you reflect on your 
many blessings, we ask that you seriously consider supporting the im-
portant work at the Forest City Education Foundation. Start building a 
legacy that will truly make a difference. Our Board of Directors and the 
young people who have or will receive scholarships because "you care," 
extend our best wishes to you for a blessed holiday season.

Sincerely, 
Raymond M. Beebe, President
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CONTINUED PG.5

"Oddly enough , I don’t think I chose this career, I think it 
chose me.” This is what Amanda Miller said about her 

career as the Director of Food and Nutrition Services and Logis-
tics for the Des Moines Public Schools. “I have always believed in 
doing good for others, I just never knew exactly how. I wanted to 
make an impact, at first in the public sector and then with teach-
ing. Never in my wildest dreams did I think I would be head lunch 
lady of the Des Moines Public Schools in charge of 33,000 students 
daily. I know that every day when I come to work, someone is re-
lying on me to be the best I can be and make decisions that impact 
their students’ educations. I have seen students who are so hungry 
they don’t go outside for recess because they want to eat more 
baked beans (or brown things in sauce as they refer to them).” 

After graduating from Forest City High School, Amanda re-
ceived her AA from Waldorf University and was also involved in 
theater. She then transferred to Iowa State and received a B.S. in 
Food Science and Nutrition. Miller then was employed by SubZe-
ro Freezer/Wolf Appliance as a Consumer Food Scientist design-
ing ovens. “I was in a whilte lab all day working on their dual full 
unit which is featured on many food network shows. It was not 
a good job for me. There was little people interaction and I did 
not have altruism in my career. I went back to Minnesota State 
Mankato for a two year stint to get another Bachelor’s degree 
in Family and Consumer Science Education.” This led Amanda 
to teach at Valley High School in West Des Moines where she 
started a Culinary Arts Program and taught Foods. “I taught 
for a number of years and also coached volleyball.” During this 
time she was also going to school to obtain a Master’s Degree in 
Education and Leadership Policy studies. She describes it as the 
“how to be a Principal” degree as she thought she wanted to be 
a high school Principal (like her father Bob Miller). She applied 
for a number of jobs and came in second each time. She then 
took a position at the Iowa Department of Education reviewing 
school nutrition programs. “I traveled three to four days a week 
from Cherokee to Lamoni reviewing school meals and seeing 
what other school districts were doing and when a new position 
opened up in the Des Moines Public Schools as a training spe-
cialist, I applied. I was able to use my teaching background and 
my new knowledge in school meals in helping the Des Moines 

District.” During this time, the former director of the District 
lost her battle with cancer and Amanda was promoted to this 
role. “I knew I wanted the job, but at 37 I did not know if I was 
ready for that big step. However, now five years into the position 
I feel I am in the right spot as we keep feeding students.” 

As with all jobs today, COVID has made providing school lunch 
more challenging. Amanda and her team rose to the challenge 
and as a result were named School Lunch Heroes for how they 
reacted. “When COVID happened, we went to feeding students 
in parking lots in a drive through service. I worked at a Middle 
School for the first months while we kept our staff home to be 
safe while we figured out what was happening. We had people 
lined up along blocks, with police calls about us blocking traffic 
on major streets but we fed thousands in a couple of hours. It was 
amazing to see the community outpouring in acknowledging 
what we do and how important we are to the community. Com-
munity and student relationships that we made will never be 
forgotten. People made signs, gave us supplies to give to families, 
and brought coffee to me in the pouring rain. Uber donated rides 
to families needing transportation to meal sites. We delivered 
meals to families who had COVID and could not leave their 
home as well as to students who couldn’t get to meal sites if their 
parents were working. Once we came back to school, we did hy-
brid meals and meal packs for kids who were only in school for 
two days a week, plus giving them weekend meals. We worked 
through snow, derechos, heat and wind. Our staff thought I was 
nuts when I accepted a donation of a million Ziploc bags but we 
used every single one of them in sending food home to students.” 

Amanda’s workday usually begins with a text message on her 
work phone from someone at work in a crisis. When she arrives 
at her office, she meets with her leadership team immediately to 
review the agenda for the day and to discover where there are 
staff shortages. Her day can be a district meeting that takes the 
whole day or she might be in a kitchen herself helping feed stu-
dents. Amanda’s office hours officially end at 4 but she often ends 
up staying much later or completing work at home. “There are 
always emails to respond to and other projects to complete.” 

AMANDA MILLER 
FEEDS 33,000 STUDENTS A DAY 
By Alice Lewellen
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"Our class has always been very competitive,” says Mary 
Beth Wooldridge. It is not surprising then to know this 

group has established the first Endowed Scholarship to be given 
by the Forest City Education Foundation. The first award was 
given last year in the amount of $1,500.00. 

The class is issuing a challenge to all other graduating classes to 
do the same. The idea of contributing to scholarships was first 
discussed at their 50th class reunion after hearing then Director 
Jessica Bruckhoff present different scholarship options. By their 
55th reunion fundraising was in full swing by Elliott Hibbs and 
Dan Edmonson and others. 

Even though not many classmates still live in the area, that did 
not stop the fundraising. Some classmates who live in Forest 
City include Mary Beth Wooldridge, Jim Abrahamson and 
Eleanor Sheldal. 

According to Elliott Hibbs, a class member, “At our 55th class 
reunion, we spent some time going around the room and talking 
about different teachers, classes and the community that had a 
very positive effect on our development. It was clear that many of 
us felt extreme gratitude that we grew up and got our elementary 
and secondary education in Forest City.” They then decided that 

a Class of ‘63 scholarship would express their appreciation and 
pay forward the rewarding experience they had. They formed a 
committee consisting of Mary Beth Wooldridge, Mary Harris 
and Jim Abrahamson to work with the Foundation to establish 
a scholarship and to begin to raise funds necessary to award an 
annual scholarship and communicate with class members as the 
work with the Foundation progressed. 

“The committee did an excellent job and in 2019 work began 
raising contributions,” Hibbs said. “By the end of the year, we 
had about $11,600 but needed a minimum of $20,000 to have an 
endowment. We had chosen an endowment because that would 
mean an annual scholarship from investment of funds and any 
added contributions would go on for many years. Two classmates 
made a challenge to the class by matching added contributions 
so we could achieve our $20,000 goal and award the first schol-
arship by spring of 2021. The effort was very successful as we 
actually raised $20,725. This allowed us to establish an endow-
ment fund with additional contributions in 2021 and giving 
our first scholarship of $1,500 did not erode the balance in the 
endowment fund.” 

The class continues to encourage classmates to make contribu-
tions, large or small so the scholarship assistance to students may 
grow over the years as the cost of higher education grows.The 
endowment is invested and will continue to grow over and above 
any contributions. 

Hibbs says “The great thing about working with the Foundation 
is we determined the criteria for awarding our scholarship and 
dictated the amount. We have provided guidance that allows the 
scholarship to support not only those going to college, but also 
those who may want a career which does not require a four year 
college degree.” 

“Our class can think of no better way to give thanks to the teach-
ers, administrators and staff at Forest City Schools than helping 
today's students have the opportunity to further their education. 
It is certainly hoped that other classes might also decide to es-
tablish an endowment for future scholarships as the need is great 
and will continue to grow,” stated Hibbs. The challenge has been 
given! Which class will respond first? 

CLASS OF 1963 ISSUES 
A CHALLENGE
By Alice Lewellen
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MILLER CONTINUED

In addition to being named School Lunch Heroes, Miller’s staff 
has received many school nutrition awards including Healthy 
U.S. School Challenge Awards at several different schools in the 
system. “We have also been recognized by USDA and The Na-
tional Egg Council for outstanding work in school nutrition.” 

Amanda met her husband Timm when she was teaching at 
Valley High School and he teaches Auto Mechanics there. Her 
family includes her parents, Bob and Victoria Miller, her brother 
Tom and his wife Alex, their two cute boys David and Lucas, and 
she and Timm’s two cats. They also care for Timm’s father who 
has Alzheimer’s disease. In her spare time Miller likes to garden 
but only flowers as vegetables are too finicky. 

When thinking back on her time at FCHS, Amanda says she 
is always proud to say she grew up in a great town in Northern 
Iowa. She feels this is where she learned great values and the 
desire to keep working hard. She has fond memories of her high 
school friends and enjoys looking at her yearbooks to remember 
those days. “It was such fun going to sporting events and per-
forming in plays and musicals.” 
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Moving to a new state and a new school system can be 
tough, especially during the formative middle school and 

high school years, but that is exactly what the Cobb children 
did in 2000.

“I was really upset when I had to leave my hometown (in Illinois) 
and move to Forest City, because I had just started high school 
there and had to leave all of my friends that I had grown up 
with,” Melissa (Cobb) Watson said. 

Melissa, 14 at the time of the move, was joined by twin brothers 
Shaun and Jason (then 13), twin sisters Whitney and Wendy 
(then 12) and sister Jessica (7).

“I have always said I was so glad that my mother made the 
decision to move to Forest City,” Wendy said. “The community 
and the school were very welcoming. The entire school was 
amazing and very supportive of us throughout our time there.”

The three older girls participated in basketball. Shaun participated 
in cross country and track while Jason did football, wrestling and 
track. Jessica also played basketball and was a cheerleader.

“I remember everyone being so nice and welcoming,” Melissa 

said. “I didn’t live in Forest City for very long, but I cherish my 
time there, and still keep in touch with several people—some of 
whom have become lifelong best friends.”

Melissa graduated Forest City High School in 2003 and started 
at the University of Iowa for nursing. She quickly decided that 
she preferred smaller class sizes and transferred to Kirkwood 
Community College, where she received her AA in nursing. She 
returned to the University of Iowa and earned her Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing.

“I want to say how thankful I am that we moved to the Forest 
City area and met all of our friends and families when we did,” 
Whitney said. “I’ve always thought if we hadn’t moved, we would 
not have gotten the support we did when my mom had her 
stroke/aneurism.”

That serious health issue occurred Oct. 2, 2002, when Melissa 
was a senior in high school. 

“Everyone was really helpful when my mom became sick—
organizing meals and making sure that not only did we have 
everything we needed, but also everything we wanted to be able 
to enjoy such as the prom,” Melissa said. “Her illness impacted 

Friends, Family, Communit y
Written by DaviD Damm | intervieWeD by Pat Lovik

Cobb Sisters (from left to right) Amelia and Whitney Zirbel, Wendy Meints, Vivienne and Melissa Watson.
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CONTINUED PG.8

Following high school graduation in 2006, Wendy and Whitney 
attended Waldorf in Forest City and played basketball for Coach 
Denny Jerome. They majored in Wellness.

But tragedy struck again when their stepfather died the second 
day of classes for the girls at Waldorf. 

“The school and professors were very supportive in our time 
of need,” Wendy said. “It was very difficult to get through that. 
But we met a lot of amazing people and it (basketball) allowed 
us to travel quite a bit.” Trips with the team took them to 
Hawaii and Florida.

While at Waldorf, Whitney was an admissions tour guide and a 
member of FCA (Fellowship of Christian Athletes). Wendy was 
able to work with the athletic training staff. They graduated in 
2011 and moved on from Forest City.

“There are so many names I could list that have a special place in 
my heart from the community but I’m not sure you have enough 
room!” Whitney said.

“Just know that Forest City will always be home to me, and it will 
always hold a special place in my heart,” Wendy said.

WHAT THEY ARE DOING NOW
After earning her BSN at the University of Iowa, Melissa has 
been an RN on a medical surgical unit at Unity Point Hospital 
and then the University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics. She went 
back to school in 2016 and earned a Doctor of Nursing Practice 
degree in 2020. Melissa recently accepted a position at Unity 
Point as an inpatient hospitalist in Marshalltown.

She is married to Brandon Watson, who is a network 
administrator at Grantwood AEA. The couple has a daughter, 
Vivienne (now in kindergarten). She is close with her sisters, 
Whitney and Wendy, and they see each other as often as possible 
during Covid.

“I have enjoyed watching them grow into the amazing women 
they are today,” Melissa said.

She enjoys live music, shopping, sporting events and anything 
with her daughter.

everything. Not being able to have her there for certain things 
like moving into college or when I had my daughter in the 
hospital created memories that were bittersweet.”

Whitney and Wendy helped to take care of their mom while 
in high school. They had a strong support team at the school, 
including counselor Chad Angel and teachers Janelle Koch and 
Alice Lewellen.

“I specifically remember talking to Mrs. Koch daily or getting 
a daily hug from her,” Wendy said. “Coach Angel talked to us 
about it (their mother’s stroke) and we all sat and cried in his 
office. That stayed with me.”

High school highlights for Whitney and Wendy included playing 
on North Iowa Conference championship basketball teams in 
2005 and 2006 under Coach Angel. As seniors, both girls were 
selected to the North Iowa All-Conference first team in 2006.

Their mother’s health issues were among the reasons that Melissa 
went into nursing and why Whitney and Wendy decided to 
attend Waldorf College—to be close to their mother and to be 
able to help in any way they could.

“A lot of decisions I made in general depended on how I thought 
my mom might feel or how it would affect her,” Whitney said. “A 
lot more responsibility fell on to everyone in the family, so we all 
grew up a little quicker.

Wendy said the illness “helped me prioritize what/who was most 
important in my life, and it taught me compassion and empathy 
amongst other things.”

The community held a major fundraiser to help with Pam’s 
medical expenses following her stroke. The illness eventually 
became serious enough that she was moved to a health facility 
back home in Illinois, near her mother. 
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COBB SISTERS CONTINUED

Wendy is a 7-12 Family and 
Consumer Sciences teacher 
in Belmond. She works with 
high school students in the 
areas of child development, 
foods, sports nutrition, and 
health. Her normal day ends 
with 7th and 8th graders in a 
health class.

She is married to Austin Meints, 
who works as an electrician 
and part owner of his company. 
They live with their cats, 
Chandler and Joey. Austin and 
Wendy enjoy golfing, traveling 
and board games.

Whitney is a Senior 
Commercial Lines Account Service Associate at R&R Insurance 
in West Bend, Wisconsin. She reviews contracts for insurance 
requirements and issues certificates of insurance. 

She married Ben Zirbel six years ago and they have a daughter, 
Amelia, who is three. Ben works in New Berlin at Gamay Foods 
as a food scientist and research chef. They enjoy cooking together 
(“all three of us!”) and having time outside.

The twin boys went into the Marines right after high school 
and have now been in 16 years. Jason and wife Holly (from 
Lake Mills) live in North Carolina where Jason is an aviation 

mechanic. Jason is also a volunteer firefighter. He was a Marine 
recruiter for several years. Jason and Holly have two daughters: 
Victoria, 9, and Alexis, 4. 

Shawn and wife Megan also live in Richlands, North Carolina, 
and have a son, Brayden, 11. Now a Master Sergeant, Shawn is 
currently on assignment in Okinawa, Japan, while Megan and 
Brandon stay in North Carolina.

Jessica lives and works in Belmond and has a boyfriend, Patrick.

ADVICE FOR CURRENT STUDENTS
“Find something that you are passionate about and don’t just 
pick the safe choice,” Melissa said. “Don’t feel like you have to 
have it all figured out. There are many other options besides 
going to college. I encourage those who can, to travel. And travel 
doesn’t have to be getting on a plane and going somewhere far 
away. It can be as simple as taking a short road trip to a place 
you’ve never been and checking out local shops, restaurants and 
activities.”

“Take advantage of the opportunities you have in high school, 
like taking college credits,” Whitney said. “Don’t stress not 
knowing exactly what you want to do. Enjoy your time in high 
school—it goes by fast!”

“Be kind,” Wendy said. “I think people always say that, but 
actually showing it day in and day out can really make a 
difference in someone’s life. A simple smile or ‘how are you 
doing?’ can have a big impact on someone.” 
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A 2005 graduate of Forest City High School, Taylor Wilson 
didn’t necessarily think he would move back to his home-

town to raise a family. However, once married and expecting his 
first child, he and his wife made the decision to return. Taylor 
is currently working as a financial planner and owns his own 
business in FC: Greenstone Wealth Management.

After high school graduation, Taylor pursued a degree from Iowa 
State University while also serving in the United States Army 
Reserve. He served for eight years and left the Army as an E-5 
(Sergeant) finishing his military career at the 103rd Expedition-
ary Sustainment Command in Des Moines as a Budget Analyst.

“My first job in finance was with Wells Fargo Home Mortgage 
as a Mortgage Underwriter. When my wife and I were expect-
ing our first child we decided to move back to Forest City and I 
accepted a position with Edward Jones as a Financial Advisor. 
After a couple years at Edward Jones I decided to start my own 
business to better serve my clients and the community.” 

Currently, Taylor advises clients on investments in order to help 
them achieve their financial goals and dreams. He enjoys helping 
each client with different circumstances to navigate. Taylor finds 
his greatest reward in serving clients by making the stock market 
feel less scary and helping people strategize for retirement.

Taylor’s advice for anyone graduating: don’t go to college just 
because you think that’s what is expected of you. He recom-
mends looking for entry level positions if you are not pursuing 
something that requires a particular degree. This might keep you 
out of debt while also being able to gain useful experience. In 
many cases, an employer will help pay for ongoing certifications 
or tuition while you continue to work. 

“As a high school graduate interested in business/finance you can 
get an entry level job at a financial institution making $30–40K 
annually while also getting an online degree in finance and then 
possibly pursue your MBA. Most financial institutions have a 
tuition assistance program that will reimburse you for the cost 
of tuition if you are pursuing an accredited business/finance 
degree. You'll graduate with actual real world experience in your 
industry without large student loans. A future employer will be 
much more impressed by a student who worked full time while 
pursuing his/her degrees. This strategy also allows you to pivot 
career paths without serious long term consequences.”

Taylor lives in Forest City with his wife, Alyssa, daughter Lucy, 
son Teddy, and German Shorthaired Pointer, Daisy. He and his 
wife always knew they wanted to raise their family in a small 
town despite living and working for years in larger cities.

“I grew up in Forest City and I have great memories of growing up 
in such a caring community. When you are younger it's tough to 
appreciate how great Forest City is, but when you live in a bigger 
city for several years you realize how unique this town actually is.”

When not working, Taylor loves finding time for woodworking 
projects or making furniture for friends and family. He also 
enjoys pheasant hunting with Daisy. 

“I golf as much as I can and I'm privileged to serve as the Trea-
surer for Bear Creek Golf Course in Forest City.” 
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Haugen Realty
Don and Kristin Heidemann
Daryl Heimer*
Brad Heitland
Tracy Helgeson*
Adam and Trista** Helm
Steve and Nancy Helm
Brennan Hertzer
Collin Hertzer
Erik and Norma Hertzer
Erika Hertzer
Bruce and Jan Hertzke
James Elliott Hibbs
David Hill
Lee and Linda Hinkley
Haley Hinrichs
Clay and Pat Hobbs
Holland Contracting
Ken and Linda Holmen
Joann Holst
Hometown Creations/Rejuvenate Bou-
tique
Paul and Clarice Hyland
Richard and Vera Hynes
HyVee of Forest City
Iota Delta Beta (Waldorf Biology Depart-
ment)
Adam and Trichelle Jackson
Samuel Jefson
James and Charlene Jefson
Joyce Jefson
Kirk and Julie Jefson
Mark* and Jennifer Jenkins
Jennings and Hall Financial Group, LLC
Denny and Kathy Jerome

Coloff Digital
Cottonwood Corner (Sam Dugan)
Country Thunder Iowa
Rebecca Counts*
County Line Seeds LLC
Jason Crail*
D.K. Arndt, P.C.
Dales Body Shop
Roger and Beverly Dant
Dan and Sheila Davis
Pam DeWaard*
Zach* and Tami* Dillavou
David and Martha Dobratz
Keith and Heather** Duenow
Julie Duncan*
LeDonna Durant
Russell and Brenda Durant
Ryan* and Tori Eastvold
Jeri Edel*
Dan Edmondson
Wendy Eggebraaten
Dave and Deanna Ennen
Melissa Erdman*
Boyd and Rhonda Eser
John and Marlene Faircloth
Family Eye Care Center
Farm and City Insurance Services
First Choice Realty
Forest City Chamber of Commerce
Forest City Economic Development
Forest City Family Dentistry
Forest City Farmers Coop
Forest City FFA Alumni
Forest City Fire Department
Forest City High School Athletics
Forest City High School FFA Chapter
Forest City High School Marketing Class
Forest City High School Student Council
Forest City Lions Club
Forest City Parks and Rec
Forest City Rotary Club
Forest City Veterinary Clinic
Mark and Carolyn Frakes
Frank Sinnard Memorial Funds
Bill and Shari Fredrickson
David Fredrickson
Craig and Mary Jo Friederich
Rob and Michelle** Giesen
Gifts Sew Sweet

A&W
Abels Financial Services
Robin and Brent Aberg
Madeline and Joseph Adamson
Murray Anderson*
Jerry B. Armstrong
Laura Arterbrun
Atlantic Bottling Company (Coca-Cola)
Avion Azul at the Airport
Ay Jalisco
Ken and Valerie Baker*
Bear Creek Golf Course
Bear Creek Pro-Am Committee
Ray** and Joan Beebe
Emily Beenken*
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Scott Bertelsen
Marla Betz
Blackbaud Giving Fund
Tom and Julie Blomme
Boeing Company Gift Match
Bonnie Willis Studios
Galen and Melba Borchardt
Lyle and Mary Borg
Katie Bowers
Boyken Insurance Agency
James and Barbara Braun
BrickStreet Theatre
Randy and Tracy* Broesder
Heather Brown*
Dr. Laila and Dustin Buck
Andy and Keila Buffington
Kevin and Michelle Bunger*
Marcie Burns*
Dennis** and Rosie Busta
Cabin Coffee
Breck David Carson
Cindy Carter**
Joe and Mirrna Charlson
Roberta Chock
Tom and Angel Clarey*
Timothy and Rhonda Clark
Class of 1963
Class of 1967
Class of 1985
Class of 1988
Jennifer Cole
Tony and Sue Coloff
Jim Coloff

FOREST CITY EDUCATION FOUNDATION 
*2021 DONORS*

As I put this list of our 2021 donors together, I found myself feeling more joy than I could possibly imagine! Seeing so much support for our students and the Educa-
tion Foundation is indescribable. 

While we want to do our best to acknowledge each and every one of our donors, I know that we run the risk of missing someone who has generously donated to 
the Foundation. Please know that ALL of you play a very important role in the lives of our students as they pursue their educational goals. THANK YOU for your 
continued support and generosity; you are truly impacting the lives of our hardworking students! 
      Sincerely, 
      Liz Thompson, Director
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Henry and Pennie Stone
Carolyn Strait*
Jodee Stricker*
Ken and June Strohmann
Alec and Ali Sundermann
SuperBowl
Deb Swanson*
Kevin and Mary Swanson
Charles and Nancy Sweetman
Taco Jerry’s/Borderline Pizza
Darin and Sherilyn Theel
Scott and Liz Thompson
Troy and Heidi Thompson
Cindy Torkelson*
Merna Torkelson
Mary Ann Townsend
Mike True*
TSB/NSB Bank
Carol J. Tweeten
Terry and Shelby Tweeten
Heather Urbatsch*
John and Debra Verity
Carl and Sandra Wagner
Waldorf University Athletics
Waldorf University Bookstore
Keith and Emily Walker*
WCTA
Jennifer Weismann
Karen Zirbel Weld
Kelli Welp*
Steve and Nancy Westerberg
Tim Westerberg
Scott and Paula Wilson
Windy Hill Winery
Winnebago County Bar Association
Winnebago Industries Foundation
Larry and Jane Lee Winter
Denise Yeager
Dennis and Elin Zehren
Derek** and Mallory* Ziesmer

*Get on the Bus Staff Giving Participants
**Forest City Education Board Members

List reflects donors from Dec. 1, 2020 - Dec. 1, 2021

Jill Zirbel Murray
Robert and Vicky Nelson
Debra, Nate, and Nick Nelson
Eric and Amie Nelson
Steve Nelson
Newman Thompson, & Gray, PC
Deborah* and Harlan Nyhus
Mike and Jean O’Rourke
Thomas and Janet Oakleaf
Kristen and Daniel Ollenburg
Steve and Nancy Olson
Steve and Karolyn Olson
Bob and Kathy Olson
Dorothy D. Olson
Jesse and Melanie Olson
Kari Olson*
Rick and Kate Olson
Paddlers Tap (Jay & Kerry Steffensen, Ed 
& Kris Linder, and Mike Faircloth)
Wes* and Kelly* Parks
Tom and Ava Pauley
PEO Chapter HW
Norbert J. Pint
POET Grain
Megan and Phillip Porter
Pritchards/Forest City Auto
Linda Putney*
Steve and Sheryl Putz
Pyro Pete’s Fireworks
Lee Ann and Larry Raulie
Zach and Jennifer Raulie
Realty ONE Group Black Diamond
Red Shed Gardens
Chad and Kristine* Reece
Kristie Renchin*
Kenneth Marks and Sandra Reuben
Tony and Melissa Reynolds
Dan** and Sheri* Rosacker
Barb and Byron Ruiter
Ellender P. and Mary L. Sahr
Dan* and Shandra Sarasio-Meyer
Mary Schaefer
Paul Schaefer
Krist and Tyson Scheidecker
Curt, Gina, and Dylan Schleuger
Jared Schnebly
Schnebly Family
Schott Funeral Home
Steve and Christine Schuchmann
Wayne and Sharon Sesker
Carmen Shaw
Shooterz Bar & Grill
Sid’s/Godfathers
Siegrist, Jones and Bakke Law Office
Melanie Slater
Jeff and Elizabeth Smith
Ryan Smith*
Donald and Clarine Snyder
Jason and Emily Sopko*
Paul and Kathryn Sorensen
Renee Sorensen*
Steve* and Nikki Staudt

Jeff and Lacy Jerome*
Barb Johnson
Craig and Dawn Johnson
DeWayne and Donna Johnson
Kris* and Mark Johnson
Mark and Connie Johnson
Michael** and Heather Johnson
Naomi Nowland and Scott Johnson
Brad and Sherri Jones*
Kate and Michael Jordal
James and Karen Jorgensen
Glenda Keough*
Dave and Sue Kingland
Kingland Construction
KIOW
Allison Klaassen*
Katherine Kleemeier
Kelly Kleemeier
Ken and Ashley Kleemeier
Tim and Rita Kleemeier
Deb Kleveland
Jerry and Bonnie Knapper
Brian and Carmen Knudtson
Aaron and Shelby Korth
Ken and Cindy Korth
Michael and Carolynn Korth
Cathy Kruse*
Bob and Gail Kuefler
Bonnie Kuns
Tammy Lambert*
Robert and Julie* Langerud
Michael and Sandy Larson
Tom and Tammy* Larson
Legion Bar & Grill
Darwin** and Cindi Lehmann*
Ivy Leitch*
Mike and Alice** Lewellen
Ron** and Hope Lichtsinn
Lichtsinn RV
Cari Lillquist*
Kris Linder*
Weston** and Liz Lohry
Barb Lovick
Diane Lovick
Shawn Lovick
Steve** and Pat** Lovik
Jason* and Nicole Lovik-Blaser
Manufacturer’s Bank and Trust
Masonic Lodge of Forest City
Mayland Ag Services LLC
Gail McCarthy
Kathryn McHan
Jennifer McQuown*
Scott** and Signe Meinders
Amy Meinecke*
Stan and Elaine Meyer
Midwest Duct Works
Jill and Jason Miller
Mike and Sherri Miller
Missal Insurance & Realty
James and Corinne Mitchell
Chad and Allison Moore*



145 S. Clark St. . PO Box 270 . Forest City, IA 50436

OUR MISSION IS TO PROVIDE SCHOLARSHIPS AND EDUCATIONAL 
OPPORTUNITIES TO FOREST CITY STUDENTS.

The Forest City Education Foundation is able to fund scholarships and programs thanks to the generous support of donors. 
Your gift today or in the future, by naming the Foundation in your estate plan, will ensure the Foundation can support 

generations to come. There are several ways you can help:

SUPPORT THE DREAMCATCHER FUND
The general fund is used to fund academic scholarships, foundation grants and also support the Foundation’s programs and 

operating expenses.

FUND AN INDIVIDUAL SCHOLARSHIP
A minimum of $500 per year will fund a scholarship. You can name this scholarship in honor or memory of a loved one. 

The scholarship will be awarded each year in May. The donor will be invited to present the award.

FUND A CLASS SCHOLARSHIP
Your class can leave a legacy by funding a $500 minimum scholarship.

FUND AN ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP
An endowed scholarship is a major gift used to fund scholarships. The capital from the endowed scholarship gift is 

preserved so that the gift can last indefinitely. We ask that the minimum to endow a scholarship is $20,000, to be paid 
within 5 years. This scholarship can be named in honor or memory of a loved one.


