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Letter from the

President
It has been an exciting year for the Forest City Education Foun-
dation and in this year-end letter I want to review what allows 
me to make that statement. Last year I stated that the beautiful 
new Hanson Family Fine Arts Center, a $10 million project, was 
under construction and scheduled to open in the fall of 2018. 
A significant portion of the cost of this facility was paid by the 
Hanson Family Foundation. Following the June 20 death of 
Gerald E. Boman, the husband of Mary Jo Boman, one of the 
trustees of the Hanson Family Foundation, it was decided to 
rename the facility the Boman Fine Arts Center. (Gerald and I 
worked together for many years at Winnebago and became good 
friends. He clearly had a passion for young people and insuring 
that they received an excellent education including the oppor-
tunity to attend college. His constant support of me and the 
work of the Forest City Education Foundation will be missed). 
The formal dedication of the facility was held on October 15, 
a gala event indeed, with an overflow crowd of about 800 with 
excellent entertainment provided by various groups from the 
community, Waldorf University and our Forest City High 
School. Just this morning I purchased tickets for our high school 
musical "Anything Goes" which will be performed at this new 
venue on November 3-4. How exciting!

At Senior Awards Night in 2017 we were able to award 273 
scholarships/grants totaling $328,150. I am pleased to report 
at this year's Senior Awards Night held we were able to award a 
record—scholarships/grants totaling $400,185. We added an ad-
ditional—donors this year. We express our gratitude to all those 
who made this significant increase possible.

We continue to brag about the quality of our young people 
and the excellent education they receive here as significantly 
enhanced by their ability to take Waldorf and NIACC classes 
while still in high school. We have a number of young people 
graduate in only three years because of the "leg up" this gives 
them. The unofficial "Beebe poll" I conducted for our young 

people attending Iowa State over a four-year period determined 
about 27% of undergraduates at Iowa State are named to the 
Dean's List in an average semester but for Forest City grads that 
figure rises to slightly over 50%. That says a lot!

Our foundation fully understands the need and we are always 
striving to be able to give more money to more young people. 
Private support for our young people attending college has 
never been more critical. College costs have increased dramat-
ically, the income of the American middle class has stagnated 
leaving many parents unable to provide any significant financial 
support for their college bound children. One of the factors 
causing substantial increases in the tuition at our three public 
universities year after year is the declining level of state support. 
In 2008, 49% of our public university's revenue came from state 
appropriations and 45% came from tuition. By 2017 this had 
switched dramatically with 32% of revenues coming from state 
appropriations and 63% from tuition.

I cannot put into words how rewarding Joan and I have found 
it to be awarding scholarships to Forest City graduates for the 
last several years. We get to know all the wonderful recipients 
and form friendships that last through the college years and 
beyond. We have concluded that we can leave no greater legacy 
than helping our wonderful young people in attaining a college 
education. As we approach the holiday season and the end of 
another year, we ask that you seriously consider supporting the 
important work of the Forest City Education Foundation. Start 
building a legacy that will truly make a difference. There can be 
no doubt that without private support many of our outstanding 
young people will not be able to attend college. Our Board of 
Directors and the young people who have or will receive schol-
arships because "you care," extend our best wishes to you for a 
blessed holiday season.

Sincerely, 
Raymond M. Beebe, President
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Remember Tickle me Elmo? It was a children's plush toy of 
the Muppet character, Elmo, of Sesame Street fame. When 

squeezed, Elmo shook and vibrated and recited his signature 
giggle, "Uh-ha-ha-ha-hee-hee."

It was the number 1 selling toy in the United States in 1996, 
along with the Buzz Lightyear action figure. More than one 
million Tickle Me Elmos were sold that year at $30 each.

What is less well known is that Forest City High School gradu-
ate, Mark Williams, was one of its creators.

"I got involved with Tickle Me Elmo as a contract with Tyco, 
the company with the Sesame Street license for toys," Williams 
said. Williams was presented with a stuffed Elmo character, 
a toy monkey with a weighted motor inside so it shook and 
screamed when you pressed a button and an old toy with a mo-
torized record player in a bag that laughed when you shook it.

Tyco's marketing group said there was a successful toy in there 
somewhere and asked Mark to take the pieces from the three 
toys and design a product that would sell.

"After a couple of weeks in my lab, a prototype emerged," 
Williams said. He showed it to a friend of his wife's who, in a 
teasing way, told Mark that she has never liked anything he did 
but admitted that she thought this Elmo doll would be a big hit.

One feature that Williams invented for Tickle Me Elmo was 
that it did something different in the package on the retail shelf 
than it did once it was out of the box. He explained that the 

store demo is a short eight seconds long, way too short for even 
a two-year-old.

"But as soon as you remove Elmo from the box, it 'forgets' the 
short demo program and the child gets the long interactive 
version lasting a couple minutes," Williams said.

Tyco initially supplied 400,000 Tickle Me Elmos for the 1996 
Christmas season. A plug in October by Rosie O'Donnell on her 
popular TV show created unexpected demand for the toy and it 
sold out nationwide the day after Thanksgiving. Tyco Preschool 
ordered another 600,000 dolls for the Christmas season and 
shortages of the toy led to the shopping frenzy.

"People often think I am wealthy from 'inventing' Tickle Me 
Elmo," Williams said. "In fact, I was paid a flat fee of a few 
thousand dollars for a contract covering 10 different Sesame 
Street toys."

While Tickle Me Elmo was his most successful toy, Williams 
has worked on many toys over the past 40 years. He was one of 
three managing founders of LeapFrog Learning Toys, a compa-
ny that has annual sales in excess of $500 million.

"I have invented, designed, engineered and produced over 2,000 
electronic toys and consumer products, from the electronic 
Sight and Sound picture books for Golden Books to a virtual 
reality headset for Sega," Williams said.

Along the way he earned an MBA in 1985 from the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts in order to be a better engineer, able to 

TICKLE ME
SUCCESSFUL

by DaviD Damm
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address the issue of sales, marketing and finance–often more 
important than product design to a product's success.

He formed a toy development company called Toy-Knowlogy in 
1996 to design electronic products for big and small companies 
around the world.

"At one time, if a toy made a beep or bop, talked or sang, there 
was about a 30 percent chance that my group had something to 
do with it," Williams said. "Several years running, Toy-Knowlogy 
had worked on at least five of the top 20 selling toys of the year."

Running a company meant a lot of travel, visiting designers and 
factories around the world. He has spent the equivalent of six 
years living and working in Chinese factories. In one calendar 
year, Mark was home for 10 days.

Offices for Toy-Knowlogy are located in a historic building on 
Main Street in Half Moon Bay, Calif. The town of about 13,000 
is located on the ocean between San Fransisco and Silicon Val-
ley. His house is in Moss Beach, just north of Half Moon Bay.

Williams moved to Forest City from Des Moines in 1968 just 
in time to start middle school. His parents and siblings, Steve, 
Suzie and Dan, made Forest City their home for several years. 
Mark attended Luther College where he met his wife, Judy 
Johnson. They had three children, Lauren, Nathan and Tyler. 
Lauren and her boyfriend live in Moss Beach; Nathan is an 
electrical engineer in Minneapolis; and Tyler is a grip (camera 
support and lighting assistant) in Hollywood, working on TV 
shows and commercials.

Williams finished his bachelor's degree in physics at Iowa State 
University (ISU) in 1978. He credits the wide range of science, 
math, computer science and engineering classes he took at ISU 
with serving him well throughout his career.

He became known as a problem solver who could deal with 
almost any situation.

His first job, in 1978, was with McDonnell Douglas, the 
aircraft/aerospace company in St. Louis, Mo. One project he 
was assigned to was to make electronics speak. The end result 
was one of the first viable products that utilized computerized 
speech–a talking warning system for commercial airliners that 
would "tell" the pilot what was going wrong.

"I used a woman's voice to gain the pilot's attention because, at 
the time, all commercial pilots were men," Williams said.

Shortly after the talking black box was announced, Milton 
Bradley decided to make talking electronic toys. Their search to 
find someone trained in this area had failed, as the only people 
working in electronic speech were Ph.D.'s from big universities 
who had no interest in working for a toy company.

Someone at Milton Bradley saw a photo of Williams (photo but 
no name) along with a public relations article from McDonnell 
Douglas about talking electronics.

...continued on pg. 9
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One of the brightest spots on Forest City's Main Street is the 
Quilted Forest. Shelley Robson, a 1983 Forest City grad-

uate, is the owner, along with her husband. Shelley has been 
interested in sewing and quilting since she was a child and her 
grandmother introduced sewing to her. Shelley also remembers 
making a quilt for her 5th grade teacher for Christmas, al-
though she does admit that maybe her interest at that time was 
just a reason for staying indoors for recess. Shelley continues to 
quilt as a stress reliever and a way to feed her creative side.

After graduating from FCHS, Shelley went to NIACC for two 
years and then transferred to the University of Wisconsin-La-
Crosse where she received a Bachelor of Science in Elementary 
Education with an emphasis in Early Childhood Education 
in 1989. She then moved to the Twin Cities where she worked 
in the newly opened Capitol Child Care Center. Shelley and 
her husband Dan moved back to Forest City in 1992 and she 
opened an in-home daycare. From 1992-98, Shelley had several 
part-time jobs including a fitness instructor at the Forest City 
YMCA as well as working at Country Threads, a quilt shop in 
rural Garner.

In the spring of 1998, Shelly and two friends opened The 
Quilted Forest. "Already 20 years ago," Shelley says. Shelley feels 
fortunate that in the beginning she had two partners. "We all 

three were very avid quilters and had similar dreams of helping 
other like-minded quilters. After two years, my partners offered 
to sell their shares of the business to me and my husband and 
we have been sole owners ever since. We worked closely with 
a consultant from NIACC to form a business plan which was 
a huge help." Currently, Shelley and Dan employ between 3-10 
people at any given time.

Obviously, there are a myriad of challenges as a business owner 
in a small town. "All businesses need paying customers and a 
small-town business faces the challenge of getting people in the 
door," Shelley says. "Over the years, we have had to continu-
ously find ways to draw customers. Sometimes we partner with 
other small business and sometimes we do events with other 
quilt shops in the area. We have been using our website and 
social media for the last 10 years in various way to stay fresh. 
We have also found ways to diversify that have helped. We hold 
several quilt retreats a year and have vended at large and small 
quilt shows as a way to create business." Shelley sees travelers 
every week who are in Forest City because of Winnebago. Quilt 
Guilds occasionally will schedule bus groups to visit the shop. 
"Quilters love to shop local shops when they are traveling–no 
two quilt shops are the same."

Shelley believes a business owner needs many skills. "You need 

LIFE AS A

Quilt Store
OWNER

by alice lewellen
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and samples on display. Every day is 
different; creating window displays, 
ordering fabric and supplies, mak-
ing samples to display in the shop 
and creating kits and projects that 
are only available at her store.

Believe it or not, Shelley does not have a favorite quilt pattern. 
"There is something good about all of them," she says. Shelley 
has written and marketed her own patterns through her design 
company called Pieced Tree Patterns, started in the early 
2000's. She has designed several different lines of patterns as 
well as written several quilting books and produced a line of 
quilters greeting cards. Her most successful pattern line has 
been one she calls "Tiny Ones"-they are index card size lami-
nated quilt patterns. These patterns range from 15-inch table 
toppers to king size quilts. As of now there are 108 Tiny One 
patterns. In addition to selling patterns in-store and on their 
website, they also sell them on a wholesale basis to distributors 
and quilt shops all over North America. "We even have some 
customers in Australia."

Shelley and Dan have three children who are all Forest City 
graduates: Alex (2010), Jeff (2013) and Jana (2018). In closing, 
Shelley added, "I know in high school many students ask them-
selves and their teachers why do I have to do this and when 
will I ever use this in real life? I am happy to say that being a 
math nerd has paid off as I use math every day as I am helping 
customers and designing quilt patterns." 

to be able to communicate with customers, your staff, other 
business people in the community and in the quilting industry."

Shelley says an important rule in running a business is to be 
open when you say you are open. "We have our hours posted on 
our door and are committed to being open those hours barring 
severe weather. Delegation is another key. Since I cannot be 
here physically at all times, it is very important to have a staff I 
can depend on." Shelley also believes a business owner should 
set goals, both large and small. One of hers was to be featured 
in the Quilt Sampler Magazine, and she met that goal when The 
Quilted Forest was featured in 2012. Shelley adds that business 
owners must work hard and stay disciplined. When she is not 
in the shop, Shelley says she is not just goofing off; if she is not 
there in the morning, it is probably because she was there until 
midnight the night before. She also believes it is important for 
a business owner to be involved in the community. She has 
served on several boards including the Forest City Chamber 
of Commerce and the Forest City Economic Development. She 
has also been a member of the Rotary Club for many years.

Shelley feels the best part of owning a 
quilt shop is dealing with people who 
are doing something they WANT to 
do. Most people who come through 
the door are happy to be there and 
love to see all the colors, projects, kits 
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Forest City graduate Dave Hill, Jr. ’85 along with his siblings 
wanted to start a scholarship in honor of his mother Lynn Hill. 
She was a life-long artist and farm wife who inspired him and 
his sisters to chase their dreams. She had to drop out of high 
school to raise children, but later went back and got her GED. 
Then, once all of the kids had graduated, she attended Waldorf 
College for an Art degree. Hill says she always valued higher 
education and encouraged the kids, their friends and every 
young person she ever met to go to college and pursue their 
dreams, even though she never had that luxury and had to take 
the hard path. Three years ago, at just 70 years old, they lost her 
suddenly to a very aggressive form of cancer.

The Hills decided to establish the memorial art scholarship 
in her honor as a way for her to live on through other young 
artists and to continue encouraging young people to dream big 
and better themselves every day. Hill resides in Las Vegas and 
travels the country for his work. But he felt it was important to 
come home and present the memorial award in person and got 
to meet the student they selected.

Dave Hill Jr. talks about his successes and his Iowa farm roots 
and says “I am so thankful for growing up in rural Iowa on a 
small dairy farm. The midwestern hard-working ethics that 
were instilled in me at a very early age have been the driving 
force in my success”. He graduated from DeVry University in 
Kansas City with a Bachelor of Science degree in Computer In-
formation Systems and has gone on to do many things includ-
ing software development, and starting other companies such 

Inspiring Others
By Liz Smith ’95  |  Photo from Norwegian Cruise Line

as GeoAcess and now Quest Analytics. Although he claims to 
not have inherited his mother’s artistic talent, “I create software 
for a living and value the creative drive that art reflects so di-
rectly. The software products I’ve created have become industry 
standards, generating over $500M in shareholder value. Last 
summer, my business partner and I decided to sell majority 
control of Quest Analytics to a private equity firm to enable us 
to grow our business even further. That has already started to 
pay off, as we just completed the acquisition of a company in 
San Francisco to expand our suite of products and services to 
the healthcare industry.”

Hill wants to take his success and give back. “Finally, after 
years of sacrifice to start and grow a technology company, I 
now have the means to give back and am happy to do so.” He 
plans to follow up with the recipients and continue the reward-
ing part of donating by celebrating their successes. He would 
love to see how they grow in the pursuit of their passion and as 
contributing members of society. 

Donating a Memorial Scholarship is as simple as contacting the 
Forest City Education Foundation director and establishing a 
few parameters. The selection process begins in the spring with 
the seniors' applications and the graduates are forwarded to 
donors based on the criteria. Hill says “Working with Jessica 
Bruckhoff has been a true pleasure, the support and insight I 
received from the staff of the Forest City Education Foundation 
and the high school has reinforced my confidence in the gradu-
ating seniors.” 
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H E L P I N G  S T U D E N T S  C A T C H  T H E I R  D R E A M S

DREAMCATCHER

Did you know that the Dreamcatcher Fund supports not only scholarships for our students but also educational programs? 

Since 2008, the Foundation has benefited more than a thousand Forest City graduates! 

In 2018 the Dreamcatcher Fund accomplishments:  

• 81 9th-12th grade students were recognized at the 
Foundation-hosted Academic Achievement Banquet. 

• 51 Students benefited by taking the On to College John 
Baylor ACT test prep course. 

• 4 Sophomore students were able to attend the national-
ly recognized HOBY Leadership Conference. 

• 87 Seniors received awards at our annual Senior 
Awards Night. 

"They hired a private investigator to 'go find him,' which he 
did," Williams said. "He found me in Forest City the day my 
sister was getting married at Immanuel Lutheran Church."

Williams let McDonnell Douglas for Milton Bradley Hasbro 
Toys as a manager of advanced development. He stayed there 
for six years before leaving to take jobs as director of engineer-
ing for Coleco Industries, Lewis Galoob Toys, Sight and Sound 
and Sega Toy Division.

"I now spend most of my time working with small consumer 
product companies and help them design and manufacture 
their products, and with aspiring inventors who want to sell 
their 'great idea'," Williams said.

He has developed a program for these inventors that starts with 
three basic questions to get them pointed in the right direction. 
One, what do you want to do; two, who is your target market; 
and three, describe your product in 15 words or less.

"If you can't describe your product in 15 words, no matter how 
good it is, you will never be able to effectively communicate 
that message to the consumer," he said.

Mark is currently married to Deborah, a writer/publicist who 
acts as a ghost writer and editor for a variety of books. They 
have been married for 14 years.

"She has a great way of making things understandable for us 
common folk," Williams said. "For example, she co-wrote a 
cookbook for a high-end restaurant outside of Austin, Texas, 
though she doesn't cook. The last time she tried (15 years ago), 
she set the house on fire trying to make fried chicken. Instead 
we had a fried kitchen."

Williams continues to work seven days a week, 12 hours a day, 
but travels a lot less now. He can work from home, spending 
more time writing emails, doing computer work and talking on 
the telephone. He starts at 6 a.m., dealing with clients on the 
east coast and ends the day emailing/talking to clients in Hong 
Kong and China, often until 2 a.m.

"I really enjoy what I do," Williams said. "It is a real joy when 
I walk down the street and see a child holding onto one of the 
toys I worked on." 

...TICKLE ME continued

(STORY COVER PHOTO) Mark Williams and his wife, Deborah Harter, while in 
Forest City for their 2004 wedding.

While we can be proud of the above accomplishments our 
students still need our help. When you donate to the Dream-
catcher Fund you are providing opportunities for hard working 
students to extend their talents and pursue their aspirations. 
Please take this opportunity to use the envelope included with 
in this newsletter to send your tax-deductible donation. EVERY 
dollar is important no matter the amount. Together we can, 
and will, make a difference! 
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Donna Fowler
Mark and Carolyn Frakes
Craig and Mary Jo Friederich
Bill and Shari Fredrickson
William and Tammy Gahan
Philip Garland
Greg Geitzenauer
Michelle Gilats
Denny and Beth Gilbertson
Donna Gilbertson
James and Karen Gilbertson
Mark and Rita Gilbertson
Douglas and Merle Glime
Waldon Groves Estate
Rick and Amy Grunhovd*
Jeramie and Shari Hagen
Lynn and Julie Hagenson
Marjorie Hall
Troy and Tricia Hall*
Chad and Marcy Hanson
Mark A. Hanson
Hanson Foundation
Tim Halverson*
Bernal and Kathy Hanna
Ken and Joan Hanson
Ron and Kris Happel*
Mary Harms
Mason and Kelli** Harms
Anna Harringa
Paul Harrington
Mallory Hartwig*
Justin and Kimberly Haugen
Ron and Linda Haugen
Don** and Kristin Heidemann
Daryl Heimer*
Brad & Kandance Heitland
Tracy Helgeson*
Trista Helm**
Erik and Norma Hertzer
Bruce and Jan Hertzke
James Elliott Hibbs
David Hill
Bob and Sharon Hilmer
Lee and Linda Hinkley
Clay and Patricia Hobbs
Shane Hoff
Holland Contracting
Ken and Linda Holmen
Kenneth Holmen
Richard and Vera Hynes
Adam** and Trichelle Jackson
Scott Jackson*

Timothy and Rhonda Clark 
Christensen Farms
Tom Clarey*
Class of 1963
Class of 1965
Class of 1966
Class of 1967
Class of 1977
Class of 1988
Coloff Digital 
Jim Coloff
Rebecca Counts*
Jason Crail*
Mike and Kathy Cutlip
David and Janet Dahl
Tony Dahle
David** and Sandy Damm
Jack and Marit Davis
DeKalb
Pam DeWaard*
Zach and Tami Dillavou*
Tanya Droessler
Samantha Dugan
Julie Duncan*
Leo Durant
Sonya Dyste
Ryan and Tori Eastvold*
David and Deanna Ennen
Melissa Erdman*
Mark and Lori Everhart
Mary Everhart
John and Marlene Faircloth
Farm & City Insurance Services
Doug and Kristi Feldman
Lynne Feller
First Citizens Bank
JoAnn Fiske
Forest City American Legion 
Forest City American Legion Aux.
Forest City Breakfast Lions
Forest City Chamber of Commerce
Forest City Education Association
Forest City Evening Lions
Forest City Family Dentistry
Forest City Farmers Coop
Forest City High School Business & 
 Marketing Class
Forest City High School FFA
Forest City High School Council
Forest City Rotary Club
Forest City Vet Clinic
Bill C. and Katherine Fox Foundation 

3M Foundation
Brent and Robin Aberg*
Sally Agre
Dave and Sheryl Albertson
Ron Ambroson
Jim and Lorraine Amelsburg
Murray Anderson*
Jerry Armstrong
Dave** and Arlene Arndt
Marshall Arne
Ken and Val Baker*
Steve and Anne Bakke
Eric and Catherine Bartleson
Bear Creek Pro-Am Committee
Blane Beebe
Raymond** and Joan Beebe
Brandon and Emily Beeken*
Mark & Patricia Benda
Jerimy Benson Family
Scott Bertelsen*
Marla Betz
Bill’s Family Food
BLK Properities
Boeing Company Gift Match
Elizabeth Boman
Gerald and Mary Jo Boman
Dean and Shelia Borg
Dennis and Martha Branstad
Brcka Family
Forest City Lions
Randy and Tracy Broesder*
Jay Brooker
Kathleen Brooker
Steve Brooker
Tom and Carol Brooker
Andy and Kelia Buffington
Forrest and Jan Buffington
Valerie Brooker and Melvin Duncan
Heather Brown*
Jason and Jessica Bruckhoff
Dr. Laila Buck
Brad and Stephanie Buffington
Kevin and Michelle Bunger*
Todd and Marcie Burns*
Dennis** and Rosemary Busta
Caroll and Janelle Carson
James D. Carson
John and Nita Carson
Cindy Carter*
Joyce Carter
Joe and Mirrna Charlson
Roberta Chock

FOREST CITY EDUCATION FOUNDATION 
*2018 DONORS*

As I prepare the list of our 2018 donors my heart is overcome with gratitude! And, while we like to acknowledge our donors annually, we also realize that we do so 
at the risk of missing someone who has graciously given to the Foundation. Please know that each and every one of you play a very important role in making our 
students' dreams come true. Thank you from the bottom of my heart for your generosity. You are truly making a difference in the lives of our hardworking students. 

Jessica Bruckhoff ’95, Executive Director
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Scott Sesker
Wayne and Sharon Sesker
Carmen Shaw
Roberta Shaw
Alyce and Kathryn Sinnard
Jeff and Liz** Smith
Mike and Linda Smith
Ryan Smith*
Jason and Emily Sopko*
Paul and Kay Sorensen
Renee Sorensen*
Steve and Nikki Staudt*
Carolyn Strait*
Jodee Sticker*
Henry and Pennie Stone
Eugene and Deb* Swanson
Kevin and Mary Swanson
Charles and Nancy Sweetman
Martin and Susan Tendler
Darin and Sheri Theel
Don Thompson
Kirby Thompson Family
William Thompson
John and Elaine Thurston
Joseph and Claudia Tillman
Cindy Torkelson*
Hollis Torkelson Family
Merna Torkelson
Mary Ann Townsend
Mike True*
Troy and Peggy Trygstad
TSB Bank-Boyken Family
Carol J. Tweeten
Doug and Carol Tweeten
Terry and Shelby Tweeten
Jim and Chrys Velky
John and Debra Verity
Carl and Sandy Wagner
Keith and Emily Walker*
James and Karen Zirbel Weld
Steve and Nancy Westerberg
Tim and Gayle Westerberg
Rose Marie Wicker*
Mark Wilkinson
Willig Family
George and Liz Wilson
Scott and Paula Wilson
Winnebago County Bar Association
Winnebago Industries Foundation
Denny and Elin Zehren
Derek** and Mallory Ziesmer*

*Get on the Bus Staff Giving Participants
**Forest City Education Board Members

*List reflects donors listed through October 10, 2018. 

MBT Bank
Kathleen McEnelly
Kathryn Carson McHan
Jen McQuown*
Sara Meinders
Scott Meinders**
Mike and Sherrie Miller
Dan Sarasio-Meyer*
Dusty Meyn*
Shawn Miller***
Tim and Julie Missal
Jim and Corinne Mitchell
Kim Mollenhauer*
Chad and Allison Moore*
Jill Zirbel Murray
Paul and Jane Nagy
Eric and Amie Nelson
Steve Nelson
Pat Nessa
Stephen Nordskog
Harlan and Deborah Nyhus*
Mike and Jeanine O’Rourke
Betty Olson and Family
Bob and Kathy Olson
Dorothy Olson
Jesse and Melanie Olson
Shawn and Kari Olson*
Steve and Karolyn Olson
Steve and Nancy Olson
Kristi Osheim
Ted Overlie
Paddlers Tap (Andy & Kelia Buffington,  
 Jay & Karry Steffensen, Ed & Kris  
 Linder, Mike Faircloth)
Wes and Kelly Parks*
Tom and Ava Pauley
Robert and Dona Paulson
Victoria Felland Payseur
PEO Chapter HW
Hugh Pattersen Estate
Phillip and Megan Porter
Duane** and Tamara Polsdofer
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145 S. Clark St. . PO Box 270 . Forest City, IA 50436

OUR MISSION IS TO PROVIDE SCHOLARSHIPS AND EDUCATIONAL 
OPPORTUNITIES TO FOREST CITY STUDENTS.

The Forest City Education Foundation is able to fund scholarships and programs thanks to the generous support of donors. 
Your gift today or in the future, by naming the Foundation in your estate plan, will ensure the Foundation can support 

generations to come. There are several ways you can help:

SUPPORT THE DREAMCATCHER FUND
The general fund is used to fund academic scholarships, foundation grants and also support the Foundation’s programs and 

operating expenses.

FUND AN INDIVIDUAL SCHOLARSHIP
A minimum of $500 per year will fund a scholarship. You can name this scholarship in honor or memory of a loved one. 

The scholarship will be awarded each year in May. The donor will be invited to present the award.

FUND A CLASS SCHOLARSHIP
Your class can leave a legacy by funding a $500 minimum scholarship.

FUND AN ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP
An endowed scholarship is a major gift used to fund scholarships. The capital from the endowed scholarship gift is 

preserved so that the gift can last indefinitely. We ask that the minimum to endow a scholarship is $20,000, to be paid 
within 5 years. This scholarship can be named in honor or memory of a loved one.


