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	 Holstad’s own leadership qualities were recognized by his 
teammates, who voted him captain his senior year.
	 He graduated from WSU with degrees in biology and phys-
ical education. He wanted to pursue coaching, initially as a 
way to continue his involvement in sports. In time, he says, “I 
realized the more important was to hopefully have a positive 
impact on young people, like I was fortunate to have encoun-
tered with teachers and coaches that had influenced me.”
	 His search for a job led him back to the North Iowa area, 
as the head football coach at Ventura High School. After four 
successful years there, Holstad accepted the same post and a 
biology teaching position at Forest City. 
	 The Indians at the time competed in the tough North Iowa 
Conference. They finished second in the standings each of Hol-
stad’s first four seasons. Then, in 1975, they broke through with 
an undefeated season and the first of two straight conference 
championships. Four years later they went back to back again 
with league titles in 1981 and ‘82. Did the four championship 
teams share traits? “They are all made of dedicated, hardwork-
ing, team oriented players. Without players that work together 
and believe in their teammates and the program you won’t have 
success. All the same traits that carry over to real life,” he says.
	 In addition to winning teams, Holstad coached many players 
that went on to play football in college. Three had outstand-
ing careers with the Iowa Hawkeyes: Tim Hanna (‘78), Jon 
Vrieze (‘83) and Jim Johnson (‘87). Says Holstad, “It is always 
rewarding and you always hope you had a little to do with their 
success. But it is mostly fun to see them set goals for them-
selves, work extremely hard and stay dedicated and disciplined 
to reach their success.”
	 Hanna and Vrieze were highly recruited coming out of high 
school, but Johnson was a bit under the radar. Holstad’s respect 
among the Iowa coaching staff helped pave the way for his time 
there. Hawkeye defensive line coach Dan Mccarney said at the 
time, “We took (Johnson) mainly on Larry’s recommendation.”
	 In 1988, Holstad relinquished his head coaching duties to 
take over as high school principal. He had served twelve years 
as assistant principal and activities director under principal 
Paul Olson and superintendent Wayne Sesker. He credits both 
as instrumental in preparing him for the job.
	 He found strategies he used in football translated to admin-
istration, saying, “I believe being a principal is like being a head 
coach. I tried to lead in the same manner our coaching staff 
operated: prepare a game plan with input from the staff and 
carry it out to have a winning team.”
	 He wanted his team of teachers to be upbeat, have a sense of 
both humor and discipline and to genuinely like students. He 
says he was blessed to have a staff that always had the students’ 
best interests in mind.
	 He occasionally had to deal with kids less adept at avoiding 
forced trips to the principal’s office than he was. “My philoso-
phy for dealing with students with behavior issues was to first 
understand why they were acting this way, then working on the 
understanding that life is full of choices. They were in control 
of these choices and some may not be in their best interest to 
make. Then we’d work on a plan to help them to make the right 
decisions. An important part-that I hope I learned to do-was let 
them know that I really liked and cared about them, but didn’t 

FOR OVER FOUR DECADES LARRY HOLSTAD 
POSITIVELY AFFECTED STUDENT’S LIVES AS A 
TEACHER, COACH AND ADMINISTRATOR.

Larry Holstad grew up in Northwood, where he was a stand-
out multi-sport athlete. Football and basketball were his 

favorites and he credits longtime hoops coach Maynard Midt-
gaard with sparking an early interest in coaching and teaching. 
Did his high school principal inspire his other future career? 
Ironically, no. “We had three different principals in my four 
years of high school, so I never developed any relationship with 
them. I just tried to stay out of their office,” he jokes.
	 He attended Mason City Junior College (now N.I.A.C.C.) for 
one year after high school and continued the pattern of athletic 
achievement that would follow throughout his life. He played 
baseball, basketball and was a member of the undefeated Trojan 
football team in 1963. Several players from that squad caught 
the eye of Winona State University football coach Moon Moli-
nari. Holstad chose to attend WSU. The decision would impact 
his life-and the university’s-for decades to come.
	 At Winona, Holstad again displayed his athletic adaptability, 
earning varsity letters in baseball, basketball and football. The 
gridiron was the site of his greatest success. In 1964-for the 
second straight season-his team went undefeated. He started at 
offensive end on the Warriors Northern Intercollegiate Confer-
ence champions. 
	 Holstad credits Molinari and assistant coaches Bob Keister 
and John Martin with being the final factors in his decision to 
pursue coaching. “They had an impact on how to coach and 
work with young people. They did this by teaching hard work, 
toughness and togetherness but most important to have a car-
ing, positive attitude.”

Larry’s Legacy
By Jeff Smith | Photos by FC Summit
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like some of the choices they had been making.”
	 Holstad and his wife Serena have three daughters, Stacy 
(‘88), Sarah (‘91) and Natalie (‘93). Like Larry, they were all out-
standing athletes and went on to attend Winona State. In 1997, 
after nine years as principal and twenty-six in all at Forest City, 
he returned to WSU as athletic director.
	 Winona State had only made the jump from the NAIA level 
to NCAA Division II sports a few years earlier. Under Holstad’s 
guidance they became a D-II powerhouse. During his time as 
A.D., the Warriors won two Men’s National Basketball Cham-
pionships and were runners-up once. They also had a Division 
II record fifty-seven game winning streak. Their baseball team 
made it to the national championship game, the softball team 
qualified for the College World Series and WSU had two indi-
vidual NCAA champions in track and field. Overall, Warrior 
programs had thirty-five regular season conference titles and 
twenty-seven conference tournament title wins during his ten-
ure. He also oversaw numerous facility upgrades.
	 Holstad retired in 2012. He positively affected countless 
young people over the course of his 45 year educational career. 
His influence continues through staff he hired in both Forest 
City and Winona. And it will carry on into the future with the 
establishment of WSU’s Larry Holstad Warrior Club Endowed 
Fund. He says: “It was established in my name by the WSU 
Warrior Club where the proceeds go to help provide scholar-
ships to student-athletes. I am so honored that endowment has 
reached the $200,000 level and is still growing.”
	 He’s still been a common sight at Indian athletic events and 
activities over the years, cheering on his grandchildren Tyler 
(‘16), Hannah (‘18) and Emma. Tyler is carrying on the fam-
ily tradition playing football at Winona State, while Hannah 
will join the Wartburg basketball team next year. Holstad also 
travels to Norwalk, Iowa and Oregon, Ohio to support his four 
other grandchildren.
	 What advice would he give a young person looking to mirror 
the success he’s inspired in others and achieved in his own life? 
“Set goals, work hard, be dedicated-there aren’t many short-
cuts-and care about yourself and others. I know it sounds like 
a trite statement and seems almost forgotten, but believe in the 
Golden Rule. It works!” 

Retiring Teachers 
Share Memories
By Alice Lewellen

Two long time Forest City 
teachers who are retiring this 
year have seen many changes 
in education. Kim Dakken 
recalls all the changes in 
technology. “We started with 
typewriters, ditto machines 
and film projectors and now 
we are 1:1 with computers and 
have Smart Boards and LCD 
projectors.” Melanie Wester-
berg says, “The biggest chang-
es are the ones that bring us 
full circle and back to many 
curriculum practices that we 

started teaching with 37 years ago. Another change is that 
the expectation for you as a teacher goes far beyond just 
teaching. It is to provide physical and emotional support, 
discipline and guidance to shape social skills, all the while 
helping children grow academically.”
	 Kim Dakken has taught Level II Special Education grades 
6,7 and 8. She taught five years in the Lake Mills Commu-
nity School and 29 years in the Forest City Community 
School. She is a graduate of Forest City High School and 
Luther College.
	 When asked what she is proud of in the Forest City 
School, Kim answered, “I am proud of the progressive na-
ture of the school. We are always on the forefront of what is 
going on in education and implement these at school.” Some 
of the highlights of her career are the relationships that were 
built with students, watching them master a different skill 
and seeing how proud they were of their accomplishments. 
She enjoyed watching her students grow into successful 
adults and she appreciated the support of the administrators 
and the friendships with the staff.
	 Kim’s advice for future educators is, “Get to know each 
of your students, let them know you will always be there for 
them and set up boundaries and be consistent with what you 

say, follow through.”
	 In retirement, Kim 
plans to spend time with her 
family, her four grandchildren, 
friends and work on her home 
remodeling and landscaping, 
quilting and reading.
	 Melanie Westerberg has 
taught K, grades 1 and 2. She 
has spent her entire career 
with the Forest City School. 
“I started teaching in Fertile 
in 1979, then moved to the 
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(ABOVE) Larry and Kandi Flugum.
(RIGHT) Larry is on the shoulders of 
CJ Osborne, Troy Hall (#25) and Jon 
Vrieze. Photo credit: Dave Damn with 
the Summit at that time. Melanie Westerberg

Kim Dakken
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Ron Miles Jr., Class of 1986, said his interest in photography 
was sparked in 2016 when a friend asked if he would be 

interested in filming a lunar eclipse with him. Ron says, “I had 
a camera that had literally been sitting in a closet and had never 
been used. As I was taking photos of the eclipse, I was just in 
awe of the image I was seeing in the camera display. I was even 
more impressed when I viewed it on the computer monitor at 
home. I thought it was so cool and especially since it was MY 
photo, taken by ME.”
	 Ron said that several months passed without any further 
interest in photography until March 2016. “I was looking out 
my window at a gorgeous sunset and thought that would make 
an awesome photo.” He grabbed his battery starved camera, 
shot and posted some photos on social media, his first shots 
since the eclipse photos several months prior. Soon after, he 
began buying photography books and magazines to become 
further educated in the field. Ron says, “I enjoyed the hobby so 
much and I just wanted to take in everything there was to know 
about photography. The most important thing that helped me 
to become a successful photographer was to simply get out and 
take pictures. I have gained knowledge reading and watching 
videos online, but I have learned much more by simply work-
ing outside and taking photos.” Ron says he would take photos 
as often as he could and as he became more familiar with his 
camera, the more confident he became.
	 After graduating from high school, Ron began working for 
the Summit Printing Company in Forest City as a press helper. 
He soon worked his way up to Operations Manager, overseeing 
the operation of the six unit Goss Company Newspaper Press. 
The Summit was sold in 2003 and Ron began a different career 
path in 2005, working for SpeeDee Delivery Service out of Ma-
son City. He and his wife of ten years, Kristi, live in Clear Lake 
and have two daughters and three grandchildren.
	 Photography goes hand in hand with another hobby of 
Ron’s. “Since I was 10 years old, I have been interested in mete-
orology. I have always enjoyed tracking/chasing severe weather 
when I had the opportunity. Over the last two years, I have 
been able to combine the two hobbies. Not only do I chase a 
storm, I also photograph it!”

	 Ron’s photos have been featured on The Weather Channel, 
Good Morning America, USA Today, Midwest Living and Our 
Iowa magazines. Some of his photos have been displayed on 
various TV stations in Northern Iowa and Southern Minne-
sota. One photo received an Honorable Mention Award at the 
Iowa State Fair and one was selected for the Clear Lake/Ventura 
phone book cover last year. Others were included in the Clear 
Lake Chamber 2018 calendar. Currently he is working on a 
project with the Globe Gazette where they feature a “Best of 
Ron Miles Jr.” photo each month. This project will run until the 
end of the year. He also frequently posts on Twitter, Instagram 
and his Facebook account, Ron Miles Jr. Photography. Last year 
he also created a website: ron-milesjr.pixels.com.
	 Ron says that beginning photographers should get out and 
start taking photos, get acquainted with their camera and try 
different settings and experiment. “Find something that you 
enjoy photographing. Do it and do it often.”
	 Ron says that he wishes he had begun his photography ca-
reer earlier in life as there are so many scenes he would like to 
photograph and so much more he hopes to accomplish. 

By Alice Lewellen | Photos by Ron Miles, Jr.

Finding Your Passion
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B.B.A. in Accounting at the end of the summer after completing 
two on-line classes. Then this fall he will return to Iowa City for 
graduate school and he expects to receive a Masters of Accoun-
tancy degree in May, 2019. The Waldorf credits he earned while 
in high school will allow Micah to receive both a Bachelors and 
a Masters degree in four years. He has taken full advantage of his 
“One Free Year!”
	 I also want to do a little bragging about Micah who has done 
exceptionally well at Iowa. To begin his college career Micah was 
selected as one of 32 freshmen for the President’s Leadership 
Class through a highly competitive application process of over 
400 applications (8% acceptance rate). He has been a Dean’s List 
student and he was selected for membership in Beta Gamma 
Sigma, an academic honor society (those selected are in the 
top 10% of their class by GPA). He has been very involved with 
The Salt Company, the largest on-campus Christian ministry 
program at the University of Iowa where he has performed on 
the worship team, led a weekly Bible study and appointed Team 
Leader of a group from Salt on a 10-week mission trip to China. 
Micah is doing an internship this summer with Deloitte and 
Touche in Minneapolis. We are so very proud of Micah and 
know that we will stay in touch for years ahead. 

As President of the Forest City Education Foundation, I fre-
quently speak about the wonderful young people we have 

here, the great education they receive at our school, the schol-
arship opportunities our foundation provides and how well our 
young people perform in college and the “real world” thereafter. 
I also mention the unique opportunity provided here to obtain 
up to “One Free Year” of college. I am referring to the opportu-
nity our students have to take classes at Waldorf University and 
North Iowa Area Community College (NIACC) during their 
junior year at high school. There is no cost to the students for 
these classes and some earn enough credits to constitute a full 
year of college which allows them to move on to the college of 
their choice and graduate after only three years. With the high, 
and ever increasing cost of a college education, this “one free 
year” constitutes a significant savings for the student.
	 One of those who has taken advantage of this opportunity is 
Micah Bang, a 2015 Forest City graduate. He received one of the 
Raymond and Joan Beebe Family Scholarships upon gradua-
tion and Joan and I have enjoyed staying in close contact with 
Micah. We almost always “connect” when we are in Iowa City 
for athletic events or meetings of the Board of Directors of the 
Iowa Law School Foundation, which I serve on. Micah is in the 
Honors Program at the University of Iowa and will receive his 

One Year Free
By Raymond M. Beebe

Central Building and then on to the current elementary building 
when it was finished in 1985: 37 years total.”
	 Melanie says she is proud of the Forest City staff that she has 
worked with when she sees how much they care and sacrifice to 
make learning possible for as many kids as they can. She is also 
grateful and proud of the 23 years they were able to teach in a 
multi-age setting giving families and children another option  
for learning.
	 Melanie’s special memory of her career follows: “My career 
here in Forest City started with an interesting twist when I was 
asked during my interview if I knew anything about music. I 
replied that I played piano. When I received a call offering me a 
job teaching 1st and 2nd grade combination room at the Fertile 

TEACHERS CONTINUED FROM PG 5

Attendance Center, I said yes. Then, I was told, that by the way, 
I would also be the music teacher for grades 1-5 complete with 
a Christmas Program my first year! It ended up being lots of fun 
and my experience in Fertile was a very productive one!”
	 Melanie’s advice to future educators is, “With more demands, 
less funding from the state, teaching can be frustrating at times. 
Knowing that, you need to have a good sense of humor, a lot 
of patience and most of all a love for teaching children because 
their smiles might be your biggest thank you!”
	 In retirement, Westerberg plans to watch her grandson two 
days a week, sub or volunteer at school and vacation whenever 
she wants. 
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Raymond Stark Memorial Scholarship 2 @ $1,000–Donated by 
Carol J. Tweeten
	 Shaden Tweeten, Jaden Alamsya
Kimberly Hope Jordal Memorial $800–Donated by Michael & Kate 
Jordal and their families
	 Madeline Sarasio Meyer
Wally & Marj Felland Scholarship $1,000–Donated by Victoria 
Felland Payseur
	 Thone Golwitzer
Dr. Laila Buck Scholarship $500–Donated by Dr. Laila Buck
	 Sydney Pederson
Forest City Breakfast Lions Scholarship $500–Donated by the Forest 
City Breakfast Lions Club
	 Danica Bang
Hagen Woman Entrepreneur Scholarship $300–Donated by Shari & 
Jeramie Hagen
	 Johanna Juveland
Waldorf University Pillars Scholarship
	 Becca Selgem
Waldorf University Odvin Hagen Music Scholarship
	 Josiah Kleveland
Waldorf University Odvin Hagen Performing Arts Scholarship
	 Makayla Vogt
Robert & Gail Kuefler Scholarship 2 @ $500–Donated by Robert & 
Gail Kuefler
	 Matthew Petersen, Francesca Wasicek
Zirbel Family Scholarship $500–Donated by Karen Zirbel Weld and 
Jill Zirbel Murray
	 Cameron Lowry
Winnebago Industries Foundation Scholarships 15 @ $2,000–
Donated by Winnebago Industries Foundation
	 Ethan Torkelson, Shaden Tweeten, Emily Sichanthongthip, 		
	 Callie McQuown, Makayla Vogt, Tanner Greenwood, Johanna 	
	 Juveland, Rebecca Bruns, Thone Golwitzer, Phoebe Kozitza, 	
	 David Shipman, Nathaniel Diekhuis, Carter Stevens, Caleb 		
	 Stevens, Timothy Buck

Carole Anderson Memorial Scholarship $500–Donated by Kathy & 
Denny Jerome
	 Hannah Anderson
Jenkins Family Scholarship $600–Donated by Mark & Jen Jenkins 
and Lanny & Sandy Jenkins
	 Dylan Jenkins
Dave Draheim Memorial Scholarship 3 @ $300–Donated by Family 
and Friends
	 Francesca Wasicek, Caidyn Kruse, Carter Stevens
Nyhus Family Agricultural Enrichment Scholarship $500–Donated 
by Harlan & Deborah Nyhus
	 Hannah Buffington
Nyhus Family Scholarship $500–Donated by Harlan & Deborah 
Nyhus
	 Brea Dillavou
Carson Family Scholarship in Memory of Paul and James
$1,000–Donated by John Carson, Caroll Carson and Kathryn 
Carson McHan
	 Jesse Brock
Graphic Design/Marketing Scholarship $500–Donated by Jim Coloff 
and Weston Lohry
	 Jacob Tendall
Randy & Tracy Broesder Family Scholarship 2 @ $300–Donated by 
Randy & Tracy Broesder
	 Easton Jacobs, Jaden Alamsya
Forest City Farmers’ Coop Scholarship 3 @ $300–Donated by Forest 
City Farmers’ Coop
	 Cole Anderson, Shayne Hoeft, Johanna Juveland
The Reece Family Scholarship $600–Donated by Chad & Kris Reece
	 Sydney Pederson
The Wilson Family Scholarship $500–Donated by Scott & Paula 
Wilson
	 Becca Selgem
Larry W. Lovick Memorial Scholarship $500–Donated by Diane 
Lovick, Darren Lovick, Shaun Lovick, Kelli Harms and families
	 Jesse Brock

Senior Awards Night – Class of 2018
Hanson Foundation Grants-Generously funded by the Hanson Foundation-Awarded to all students who completed the Forest City 
Education Foundation application prior to the deadline. $1,000 for any college, $1,250 if attending NIACC and $1,500 if attending 
Waldorf University.

Forest City Education Foundation Academic Scholarship-Awarded based on GPA to students who have met the Foundation’s 
requirements. Funded by the Forest City Education and the Hanson Foundation.

Named Scholarships from Donors:
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Russ Piehl Memorial Scholarship $350–Donated by Marla Betz
	 Carena Lechuga
LeDonna R. Durant Scholarship $400–Donated by Leo Durant
	 Rebecca Bruns
Durant Foundation Scholarship $400–Donated by Leo Durant
	 Sydeny Pederson
Lyle and Velma Jefson Family Memorial Scholarship $2,000–
Donated by Jerry & Bonnie Jefson
	 Danica Bang
Hobbs Family Memorial Scholarship 2 @ $500–Donated by Clay & 
Pat Hobbs
	 Morgan Hobbs, Madaline Sarasio Meyer
Bob & Ruth Johnson $1,000–Donated by Bob Johnson
	 Samuel Snyder
Denny Lovick Memorial Scholarship $250–Donated by Barb Lovick
	 Anna Anderson
United States Army Reserve National Scholar Athlete
	 Jaxon Jones, Brea Dillavou
United States Marine Corps Scholastic Excellence Award
	 Spenser Larson 
United States Marine Corps Semper Fi Award for Musical Excellence
	 Jaden Alamsya
United States Marine Distinguished Athlete Awards
	 Grady Hovenga, Hannah Buffington
Elsie Marie Johnson Scholarship 2 @ $1,000–Donated by Elsie 
Marie Johnson
	 Shaden Tweeten, Spenser Larson
Colby Schleuger Class of 2020 Memorial Scholarship 3 @ $500–
Donated by Curt, Gina & Dylan Schleuger
	 Chance Stohr, Phoebe Kozitza, Tim Buck
Paddlers Giving Back Scholarship $1,000–Donated by Andy & 
Kelia Buffington, Jay & Kerry Steffensen, Ed & Kris Linder and 
Mike Faircloth
	 Wyatt Steffensen
Eugene Morris Evening Lions Scholarship $500–Donated by 
Evening Lions Club
	 Chris Jermeland
Nathan “Nap” Arne Military Scholarship $300–Donated by 
Marshall Arne
	 Josiah Kleveland
Holland Contracting Scholarship, 3 @ $200–Donated by Holland 
Contracting
	 Makayla Vogt, Jacob Balsley, William McCloskey
Benson/Torkelson Memorial Scholarship $300–Donated by the 
Benson and Torkelson Families
	 Jesse Brock
Mike and Jean O’Rourke Appreciation Scholarship $500–Donated 
by Mike & Jean O’Rourke
	 Shaden Tweeten
Harvey and Barbara Johnson Family Scholarship $1,000–Donated 
by Barbara Johnson
	 Paul Olson
Nelson/Straks Family Scholarship $1,650–Donated by Steve Nelson
	 Gregorey Howd
Daniel Ingram Memorial Scholarship $500–Donated by Henry & 
Pennie Stone
	 Samuel Snyder

Clifford and Merna Torkelson Family Scholarship $600–Donated by 
Merna Torkelson
	 Chris Jermeland
Ron & Hope Lichtsinn Scholarship 3 @ $1,000–Donated by Ron & 
Hope Lichtsinn
	 Hannah Anderson, Hannah Buffington, Laura Buffington
Doug & Donna Jackson Family Scholarship $500–Donated by 
Adam & Trichelle Jackson
	 Estrella Mata
Jim & Chrys Velky Family Scholarship $800–Donated by Adam & 
Trichelle Jackson and Jim & Chrys Velky
	 Hannah Siddell
Frakes Family Scholarship $1,500–Donated by Mark & Carolyn 
Frakes
	 Chris Jermeland
Steve & Nancy Olson Family Scholarship $300–Donated by Steve & 
Nancy Olson
	 Josiah Kleveland
Don and Edell Westerberg “Make Something of Yourself ” 
Scholarship $1,500 x 3 years–Donated by Tim Westerberg, Steve 
Westerberg and Deanna Ennen
	 Stephanie Nettleton
Tom Nessa Memorial Scholarship $300-Donated by Pat Nessa
	 Shaden Tweeten
Lynn Hill Memorial Scholarship $2,500–Donated by David Hill
	 Laura Buffington
Forest City Breakfast Lions Denny Lovick Memorial Scholarship 
$500–Donated by FC Breakfast Lions Club
	 Jacob Tendall
Masonic Lodge Scholarship 2 @ $400–Donated by Masonic Lodge of 
Forest City
	 Makayla Vogt, Samuel Snyder
Nate Wicker Memorial Scholarship $600–Donated by Rose Marie 
Wicker & Glenda Keough
	 Chris Jermeland
DeKalb Agricultural Accomplishment Award $500–Donated by 
Wayne & Gloria Johnson
	 Shayne Hoeft
Prairie Brand Seed FFA Scholarship $500–Donated by Tom Larson
	 Jesse Brock
Forest City FFA Scholarship $500–Donated by Robert & Georgia 
Johnson Minntex Citrus Endowment
	 Morgan Hobbs
FC Veterinary Clinic FFA Scholarship $500–Donated by Forest City 
Vet Clinic
	 Hannah Buffington
Middle School Scholarship $300–Donated funds from Middle 
School fundraising efforts
	 Chris Jermeland
Class of 1967 Bobby Davis Memorial Scholarship 2 @ $2,000–
Donated by the Class of 1967
	 Zach Pardoe, Johanna Juveland
FCHS Class of 1977 Scholarship 2 @ $500–Donated by the Class 
of 1977
	 Shaden Tweeten, Danica Bang
Steve Olson Scholarship $300–Donated anonymously
	 Jordyn Humphrey
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American Bar Association Citizenship Award & Scholarship $300–
Donated by the Winnebago County Bar Association
	 Morgan Hobbs
Frank F. Sinnard Memorial Scholarship $175–Donated by Frank 
Sinnard Memorial Funds
	 Becca Seglem
Forest City High School Resiliency Scholarship 2 @ $1,000–
Donated anonymously
	 Jarrod Thompson, Thone Golwitzer
American Legion School Award and Scholarship (Recognition) 
$500–American Legion Award
	 Chris Jermeland
Ray Brcka Memorial Scholarship $1,000–Donated by the 
Brcka Family
	 William McCloskey
KIOW Scholarship $500–Donated by KIOW
	 Danica Bang
Brooker Cup Award and Scholarship (Outstanding Male Athlete) 
$1,250–Donated by Jay E. Brooker Memorial Funds and Warren J. 
Brooker Memorial Funds
	 Samuel Snyder
Alfred Buckley Award (Outstanding Female Athlete) $500–
Donated anonymously
	 Hannah Anderson
Hertzke Family Scholarship $1,000–Donated by Bruce & Jan Hertzke
	 Grady Hovenga
Marketing Class Scholarship $750–Donated by Janelle Koch, 
Instructor
	 Johanna Juveland
Kirby Thompson Memorial Scholarship $350–Donated by funds 
from Kirby Thompson Memorial and the Thompson Family
	 William McCloskey
Rotary Waldorf University Scholarship 3 @ $500–Donated by Forest 
City Rotary Club
	 Josiah Kleveland, Becca Seglem, Makayla Vogt
Farm & City Insurance Services $500–Donated by FCIS 
	 Jacob Welton
Richard & Vera Hynes Scholarship $2,500–Donated by Richard & 
Vera Hynes
	 Spenser Larson
Roger Schaefer Memorial Scholarship $1,000–Donated by funds from 
Roger Schaefer Memorials, Mary Schaefer and the Schaefer family
	 William Kirschbaum
Class of ‘88 Scholarship $100–Donated by the Class of 1988
	 Hannah Anderson
Bob & Kathy Olson Family Scholarship 2 @ $2,500–Donated by 
Bob & Kathy Olson
	 Chris Jermeland, Madison Kleveland
Kleemeier Family Scholarship 5 @ $1,000–Donated by Tim & Rita 
Kleemeier, Kelly Kleemeier & David Dickson, Katie Kleemeier, Ken 
& Ashley Kleemeier and Krista & Tyson Scheidecker
	 Jaden Alamsya, Noah Brown, Hannah Buffington, Matthew 		
	 Petersen, Jacob Tendall
Martin & Emma Lee Nielsen Scholarship $500–Donated by Emma 
Lee Nielsen Memorial Funds
	 Makayla Vogt
Ludwig Family Scholarship $500–Donated by Gary & Barb Ludwig
	 Tanner Greenwood

P.E.O Scholarship $300–Donated by Forest City P.E.O
	 Madaline Sarasio Meyer
The Allan Gilbertson Memorial Scholarship/The Gilby Award 
$500–Donated by Al Gilbertson Memorial Fund, Donna Gilbertson 
and family
	 Haley Lappe
Bill’s Family Foods Scholarship 4 @ $200–Donated by Ken Korth 
and Mike Korth
	 Rebecca Bruns, Tana Hopkins, Kaitlyn Krones, Diana Schinzel
Walker Family Scholarship $300–Donated by Keith & Emily Walker
	 Chris Jermeland
Willig Family Scholarship $2,500–Donated by Willig Family 
Scholarship Fund
	 Carena Lechuga
Carl & Sandra Wagner Scholarship $300–Donated by Carl & 
Sandy Wagner
	 Becca Seglem
College Athlete-Educator Scholarship $500–Donated anonymously
	 Hannah Anderson
Sorensen Family Scholarship $300–Donated by the Sorensen Family
	 Hannah Buffington
Grunhovd Education Scholarship $400–Donated by Amy Grunhovd 
& Ivy Leitch
	 Chris Jermeland
Schnebly Family Scholarship $300–Donated by the Schnebly Family
	 Wyatt Steffensen
FCHS Engineering Scholarship $1,500–Donated by Ken Kleemeier, 
Joe Charlson and Eric Nelson
	 Jacob Welton
Tom & Tammy Larson Family Scholarship $600–Donated by Tom 
& Tammy Larson 
	 Hannah Buffington
Anna Harringa Nursing Scholarship 3 @ $800–Donated by 
Anna Harringa
	 Carena Lechuga, Callie McGuown, Sydney Pederson
Bear Creek Pro-Am Scholarship 2 @ $500–Donated by Bear Creek 
Pro-Am
	 Brea Dillavou, Emily Sichanthongthip
Bill C. Fox Scholarship 2 Half Tuition for 3 years, Full Tuition for 
the 4th year–Donated by the Bill and Katherine Fox Foundation
	 Shaden Tweeten, Jaden Alamsya
Doug Book Memorial Schoalarship $500–Donated by Doug 
Book Memorial
	 Estrella Mata
Philip M. Hanson Memorial Scholarship 2 @ $1,000–Donated by 
Tanya Droessler, Chad Hanson, Mary Everhart, Jeff Kleiner and 
Mark & Lori Everhart
	 Spenser Larson, Hannah Buffington
Get on the Bus Staff Scholarship Various Amounts–Donated in part 
by FCCSD Staff*
	 Samuel Redinger, Jaxon Jones, Zach Miller, Jarred Thompson, 	
	 Zach Lehmann, Janalynne Robson, Nicholas Engebretson, 		
	 Hannah Siddell, Joseph Paulson, Summer Wilson, Ryan Saarie, 	
	 Brandon Finch, Kimberlea Peterson
Joyful Spirit Scholarship $300–Donated by Missy Erdman
	 Chris Jermeland
TSB Bank Scholarship 2 @ $500–Donated by TSB-Boyken family
	 Brea Dillavou, Madison Kleveland
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(ABOVE) Student Cole Anderson and 
Donor Robert Kuefler 
(LEFT) Student Spenser Larson & 
Donor Tim Frederickson
(BELOW). Donor Marcy Hanson & 
Student Jaden Alamsya

Lee and Linda Hinkley Scholarship $300–Donated by Lee & 
Linda Hinkley
	 Shayne Hoeft
Evening Lions Sportsmanship Award Recognition (Receives plaque)
	 Ryan Theel & Becca Seglem
High School Student Council Leadership Scholarship $250–Donated 
by FCHS Student Council 
	 Danica Bang
Dennis K. Branstad Scholarship $1,000–Donated by Dennis 
K. Branstad
	 Jacob Welton
R.W. Branstad Scholarship $1,000–Donated by Dennis K. Branstad
	 Cole Anderson
E.E. Branstad Scholarship $1,000–Donated by Dennis K. Branstad
	 Jacob Tendall
Richard & Doris Putz Memorial Scholarship $300–Donated by 
Steve & Sheryl Putz
	 Brea Dillavou
Raymond and Joan Beebe Family Scholarship 3 @ $2,500 per year 
for 4 years–Donated by Ray & Joan Beebe
	 Spenser Larson, Ryan Theel, Emily Sichanthongthip
Principal’s Leadership Award $360–Donated by Ken Baker
	 Chris Jermlend
Waldon Groves Scholarship 2 @ $5,000–Donated through estate
	 Cole Anderson, Dylan Jenkins
FCHS Achievement Scholarship $1,000–Donated by Pat & Steve 
Lovik, Jim & Corrine Mitchell, Derek & Mallory Ziesmer and Jason 
& Nicole Lovik-Blaser
	 Jordyn Humphrey
Academic/Athletic/Arts Scholarship $500–Donated anonymously 
	 Hannah Buffington
Drackley/Heidemann Family Scholarship 1 @ $1,500, 3 @ $500–
Donated by Don & Kristin Heidemann
	 Ryan Theel, Hannah Anderson, Brea Dillavou, Grady Hovenga
Recognition of appointment to the United States Military Academy 
at West Point–Presented by Mark Frakes (‘82), father of West Point 
alum Andrew Frakes (‘15)
	 Jaxon Jones

*Forest City Community Schools Staff members who “Get on the Bus”: 
Robin Aberg, Murray Anderson, Ken & Val Baker, Emily Beenken, 
Scott Bertelsen, Tracy Broesder,Heather Brown, Michelle Bunger, 
Marcie Burns, Tom Clarey, Rebecca Counts, Jason Crail, Pam 
DeWaard, Zach & Tami Dillavou, Julie Duncan, Ryan Eastvold, 
Jeri Edel, Missy Erdman, Amy Grunhovd, Tricia Hall, Kris Happel, 
Mallory Hartwig, Daryl Heimer, Tracy Helgeson, Scott Jackson, 
Mark Jenkins, Jeff & Lacy Jerome, Kathy Jerome, Brad & Sherri 
Jones, Glenda Keough, Mary Lou Kleveland, Cathy Kruse, Gina 
Laaveg, Tammy Lambert, Julie Langerud, Tammy Larson, Darwin 
Lehmann, Sarah Leichsenring, Ivy Leitch, Kristin Linder, Cari 
Lillquist, Jen McQuown, Daniel Sarasio Meyer, Dusty Meyn, Shawn 
Miller, Kim Mollenhauer, Chad & Allison Moore, Deborah Nyhus, 
Kari Olson, Wes & Kelly Parks, Linda Putney, Sheryl Putz, Kristine 
Reece, Kristie Renchin, Dan Rosacker, Ryan Smith, Jason & Emily 
Sopko, Sara Speer, Steve Staudt, Carolyn Strait, Jodee Stricker, Deb 
Swanson, Cindy Torkelson, Mike True, Keith & Emily Walker, 
RoseMarie Wicker, Derek & Mallory Ziesmer

On behalf of the Forest City Education Foundation I would 
like to say thank you to our family of donors that make Senior 
Awards night possible. The evening would not be possible 
without the support from all our donors throughout the year! 
We could not do this without each and every one of you! From 
the bottom of my heart, thank you for making a difference in the 
lives of our hard working students!

A special thank you to the Hanson Foundation as they gener-
ously fund the Hanson Foundation Grants that are awarded to 
all students who complete the Forest City Education Foundation 
application prior to the deadline. The Hanson Foundation also 
partners with the Forest City Education Foundation with funding 
for the Forest City Education Foundation Academic Scholarships.

Sincerely,
Jessica Bruckhoff ’95
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Meet Kelli Harms, New Board Member

Kelli Lovick Harms, one of the newest members of the Education Foundation, is a 1990 
graduate of Forest City High School. She is married to Mason Harms, a 1991 graduate. 

They have two children, Laura, who will be a sophomore and Jack, who will be in 7th grade.
	 Kelli graduated from the University of Northern Iowa (UNI) after high school receiving 
her B.A. in Public Relations/Communications. After working in marketing/public relations 
she decided to return to UNI for her Master of Arts degree in PR/Communications. She grad-
uated in 2004.
	 In 1998, Kelli started at Winnebago Industries, working in PR. She really enjoys the work 
and the experience she has gained there. “I have learned a lot about the PR/Marketing field and also the RV industry. It’s 
amazing the work that is done at Winnebago by all the employees.”
	 Kelli first jointed the Foundation’s marketing subcommittee last summer. “I am a firm believer in the work the Founda-
tion does, so I was honored to be asked to serve on this committee. I was then able to join the Board of Directors. The work 
the Foundation does is so important for our students and our community. It impacts lives and it is rewarding to see that.”
	 Kelli says she enjoys working at Foundation events such as fund raisers not just to raise funds for the group but also to 
create an awareness in the community of what the Foundation does. The marketing committee also works on the Dream-
catcher newsletter and social media efforts.
	 When asked what her hopes and dreams for the Foundation are, Kelli says she hopes to continue to promote the efforts 
of both the scholarship development as well as the general operating of the Foundation. “My family created a scholarship in 
memory of my father, Larry Lovick, seven years ago. It is such a good feeling to award the scholarship every spring to a stu-
dent who is pursuing the agriculture field. Sharing what we and other donors feel on that night is truly wonderful-so I’d like 
to spread that message in order to grow the scholarships. I also want to continue to share the other work of the Foundation 
like the John Baylor prep program. There are so many stories from students who have benefited from this organization.”
	 Other groups Kelli is a part of include her professional organization Public Relations Society of America (PRSA) and 
locally Forest City Sports Boosters, Forest City Entertainment, Immanuel Lutheran Church and volunteering for activities at 
our school. In her spare time, Kelli enjoys spending time with her family, especially attending her children’s school activities. 
	 Kelli’s other hobbies include reading and exercising

Kelli Harms with her family.


