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OUR MISSION IS TO PROVIDE SCHOLARSHIPS
AND EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES TO
FOREST CITY STUDENTS.

The Forest City Education Foundation is able to fund scholarships and
programs thanks to the generous support of donors. Your gift today or in
the future, by naming the Foundation in your estate plan, will ensure the

Foundation can support generations to come.

There are several ways you can help:

SUPPORT THE GENERAL FUND

The general fund is used to fund academic scholarships, foundation grants
and also support the Foundation’s programs and operating expenses.

FUND AN INDIVIDUAL SCHOLARSHIP
A minimum of $300 per year will fund a scholarship. You can name this
scholarship in honor or memory of a loved one. The scholarship will be
awarded each year in May. The donor will be invited to present the award.

FUND A CLASS SCHOLARSHIP

Your class can leave a legacy by funding a $300 minimum scholarship.

FUND AN ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP
An endowed scholarship is a major gift used to fund scholarships. The
capital from the endowed scholarship gift is preserved so that the gift
can last indefinitely. We ask that the minimum to endow a scholarship is
$20,000, to be paid within 5 years. This scholarship can be named in honor
or memory of a loved one.

Dates for upcoming fundraisers:

Friday January 12, 5-7 p.m. - Annual Winter Meal in the high school
cafeteria. Tickets can be purchased at the door.

Letter from the

President

By Ray Beese

In this year-end letter I want to begin by recognizing and
expressing our gratitude to the foundation’s largest benefactor,
the Hanson Family Foundation which was originally established
as the John K. and Luise V. Hanson Foundation. It was recently
announced that the Hanson Foundation had reached a mile-
stone of over $50 million awarded since it was founded in 1970.
To be more specific, the Hanson Foundation has awarded over
$52 million to organizations in more than 100 communities-the
vast majority in north central Iowa and with more than $31
million awarded to 93 organizations in its home community of
Forest City. This makes it one of the top philanthropic founda-
tions in the state of Iowa. As the third generation of the Hanson
family becomes involved in guiding the foundation, Mary Jo
Boman, one of the three children of John K. and Luise Hanson,
who all serve on the board, has expressed her hope that the
Hanson Foundation would remain centered and focused on the
communities of north central Iowa and serve them first. She has
noted that this is consistent with her parents’ commitment to
the families of the employees who made Winnebago Industries
an industry leader. One of the three primary areas which the
Hanson Foundation has supported over the years is education.
The Hanson Foundation has provided support of $1.7 million

to the Forest City Education Foundation and it has indicated its
intent to continue to support us into the future. It has also made
grants directly to the Forest City Community School District

of approximately $3.7 million. The Hanson Family Fine Arts
Center, a $10 million project ($4.4 million from the Hanson
Foundation), is under construction and is scheduled to open in
the fall of 2018. Forest City High School has a long standing tra-
dition of excellence in the fine arts and this beautiful facility will
allow more people to enjoy the talent of Forest City fine arts stu-
dents as well as performances from Waldorf University and the
Forest City community. I personally worked with Winnebago
founder, John K. Hanson, for many years and I can attest that he
was keenly interested in the welfare and education of our young
people. So, speaking on behalf of the Forest City Education
Foundation, I express our gratitude to the Hanson Foundation
for its ongoing support which goes a long way in assisting us in
fulfilling our mission to provide scholarships and educational
opportunities to Forest City students.

We also want to mark the passing of generous benefactor, Bill C.
Fox, who passed away on March 18, 2017, at the age of 94. Bill
could have been the subject of a Horatio Alger novel as he grew
up poor in Forest City during the Great Depression graduating in
1940 and with the encouragement of a couple of his Forest City
high school teachers and armed with a $25 scholarship he hitch-
hiked to Ames that fall. He worked his way through earning an
Electrical Engineering degree with honors from Iowa State. He
eventually founded Lakeland Engineering Equipment Company
in Minneapolis which grew into a large and very successful com-
pany. Several years ago, in gratitude for the education he received

in Forest City and to “pay it forward,” Bill made a substantial
contribution to our foundation to endow a four-year scholarship
to be awarded annually to a graduate or graduates of Forest City
planning to attend Iowa State and major in engineering. We were
gratified a few years ago when several past recipients of the Fox
Scholarship created their own scholarship to honor Bill and, like
Bill, to “pay it forward”” Bill and I shared a passion to help young
people and I will never forget his example.

This past year at Senior Awards Night we were able to award
273 scholarships/grants totaling $328,150. We added an addi-
tional 22 donors this year with named scholarships with three
of the 22 being endowed scholarships. This does not include the
thousands of additional dollars the students receive from other
scholarships because they were able to improve their ACT score
after taking the John Baylor test prep class that the foundation
makes available to each student free of charge. It also does not
include this significant value of the “One Free Year” program
which allows our students to complete up to one year of college
through Waldorf University and North Iowa Community Col-
lege and which again is free of charge to the students.

I am probably starting to sound like a broken record but I can
truly say that private support for our young people has never
been more critical. College costs increased 500% from 1985

to 2012 and that trend has continued each year thereafter. Just
recently Iowa’s three public universities announced significant
increases in tuition for the fall 2018 semester. When adjusted
for inflation, the income of the American middle class has been
virtually stagnant for 30 years leaving many parents unable to
provide significant financial support for their college bound
children. But against this backdrop a college education has never
been more important as the earnings differential between a col-
lege graduate and a high school graduate has never been greater.
Workers with a bachelor’s degree earn about 75% more than
high school grads, and over a lifetime, that payoft is huge.

As we approach the holiday season and the end of another year,
please seriously consider supporting the important work of the
Forest City Education Foundation. Start building a legacy that
will truly make a difference. There can be no doubt that without
private support many of our outstanding young people will not
be able to attend college. We must keep the American Dream
alive for every young person. Our Board of Directors and the
young people who have or will receive scholarships because “you
care,” extend our best wishes to you for a blessed holiday season.

Sincerely,
Raymond M. Beebe, President
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By RiLEy LEwis | PHoTos provIDED BY BoBBY Davis FaMiLy AND THE WINNEBAGO HISTORICAL SocieTy

Paul Carson lost his life on the battlefield. These two men plus
Don Lammers and Mike Skogerboe made a total of four young
lives missing from our community.

Fifty years is a long time. When you think of marriage, busi-
ness, or friendships, a half century is an exception these days
rather than the rule.

The FCHS Class of 1967 was conceived in 1948-49 three years
after the soldiers came home from World War II. The beginning
generation of “Baby Boomers” was now on the ground. The
next eighteen years of their life was mostly good and carefree
growing up in small town rural America with friends, neighbors
and families.

The Vietnam War was no longer a newspaper headline but a
reality that was felt in the heart and lives of many in North Iowa.
Bob Davis had been in Vietnam only six weeks when killed at an
outpost along with 8 other soldiers in his unit. He left behind a
young wife Mary Langerud Juhl and a young son Tom.

When the “Class of 67 Reunion “ planning committee met this
past winter they had some unfinished business to build into
their milestone reunion. The first business was to bring the Class
together to renew and remember the good times of our youth.
The second was to invite AFS student of our senior year, Anna
Ho from Saigon, to come to America to share this special event
of our lives.

That utopia all ended on May 23, 1967 when 112 members of
the class received their diplomas and entered into the world of
the rapidly escalating Vietnam War just twenty years after their
fathers and relatives had come home from World War II. All fifty
six males of the class were required to register for the Selective
Service draft and eventually twenty four either were drafted or
enlisted into the military. Rose Mary Hansen served in Vietnam
and Alberta Ambroson also served in the National Guard. The third goal was to give tribute and honor to the life, service
and sacrifice of classmate Bob Davis for the first time through a
On March 30, 1970 Forest City received devastating news of the ~ Scholarship Fund.
lost of one of their own when the Summit headlines read of the
death of classmate Sergeant Bob Davis of the 101st Airborne in

Vietnam. Thirty days a later another FCHS schoolmate of 1964,

The last unfinished business, and not least, was to recognize and
thank classmates and their spouses who served during the Viet-

Dream Catcher
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nam War with standing ovation and an Appreciation Certificate
signed by all classmates.

When the topic of a scholarship fund came up at the planning
committee it was well received but the specifics of how it was to
be administrated along with how much funds could be expected
were major questions. But those unknowns were overshadowed
by the true desire of the hearts of the committee to go forward
giving the class a chance to express their gratitude for Bob’s
service and sacrifice.

Best guesses for fund donations were that maybe $1500 or so
would be received. But as the reservations came in so did the
donations. The final amount was a generous $8100 from 67 con-
tributors. All but three donors were from the class. A committee
was formed and will be working with the Forest City Scholarship
Fund next spring to decide on gifting in memory of Bob Davis.

The Class Reunion in August was a success with seventy two
classmates returning including Anna Ho and her husband from
Vietnam. There was a special warmth with classmates with
Anna especially from the three men who had fought in Vietnam
during the War.

The FCHS Class of 1967 experienced a real homecoming that
weekend. The large amount of classmates returning was proof
positive the class was more of a family than graduating class.
We had experienced many life changing and challenging events
including polio, classmates killed in car accidents, the death of
Bob Davis in Vietnam, and working together to help clean up
the devastation of the 1966 Belmond tornado.

The “highs” of the Class of 1967 were not from drugs or alcohol
but from the fun of sharing life with friends growing up in an
environment of small town rural Iowa. We truly wish every class
from Forest City would have the same reunion homecoming
experience the Class of 1967 was privileged to encounter! =

(FAR LEFT) The class of 1967 in front of Salveson Hall at Waldorf University. (TOP
LEFT) Planning committee’s final meeting. (ABOVE) Riley Lewis, Anna and Phoux
Ho from Saigon on a farm tour. (BELOW) Anna Ho’s host family, Carolyn and Mike
Korth at Bill's Family Foods. (BOTTOM FAR LEFT) Bob Davis’ grave with flowers
from reunion service. (BOTTOM CENTER LEFT) Davis’ field memorial. (BOTTOM
CENTER RIGHT) The Ho's on Floyd Jefson’s farm tour. (BOTTOM FAR RIGHT)
Members of the class of 1967 in the middle school science room.
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Tori, Ryan, Rylee and Nevaeh at the run.
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Rylee Eastvold was born June 14, 2008, to Ryan and Tori
Eastvold, both 2002 graduates of FCHS. He appeared to be
a healthy baby boy but about 12 hours after his birth, his parents
noticed he was breathing very quickly. He was taken to the
NICU at Mercy Medical Center in Mason City, lowa. He was in
NICU on oxygen for 13 days, when doctors decided he needed
to be transferred by ambulance to the University of Iowa Chil-
dren’s Hospital. At 25 days old Rylee was finally able to leave the
University of Iowa Children’s Hospital on oxygen.

After seeking a diagnosis for Rylee at 3 different hospitals and
having Rylee on oxygen 24/7, his parents took him to St. Louis
Children’s Hospital when Rylee was 18 months. Doctors there
did numerous tests, procedures and genetic testing on him.
Exactly on his second birthday came the diagnosis of Primary
Ciliary Dyskinesia (PCD). PCD is a rare genetic disorder that
affects the motile cilia. This predominantly affects the lungs,
sinuses and ears. In PCD, cilia do not move properly. Normally,
cilia move together in a wave-like motion to remove mucus,
dust, bacteria and small particles from the lungs and sinuses. In
PCD, since the cilia are not able to move, bacteria stays trapped
causing breathing problems, infections and other disorders.
Around 1,000 people have a confirmed PCD diagnosis. Since
symptoms vary widely for patients, PCD can be hard to diagno-
sis. There is currently no cure for PCD.

Once Rylee was diagnosed with PCD,
he was able to receive the proper
treatments. He was able to stop using
oxygen and started using an airway
clearance vest. He uses his vest 2-3
times a day with each session lasting
20 minutes. The vest vibrates on
Rylee’s chest helping him to cough
and clear the mucus out of his lungs.
He also takes 3 different oral medica-
tions, 2 inhalers and uses a nebulizer
twice daily. Common bacteria and
viral infections can cause Rylee to
become sick quickly. In kindergarten,
he was hospitalized 3 times. He will
always have a daily productive cough, which helps him keep his
lungs clear of mucus.

The month of October is Primary Ciliary Dyskinesia Aware-
ness month. In 2016, Rylee decided to organize, “Rylee’s Run
for PCD” to donate money to the Primary Ciliary Dyskinesia
Foundation. In 2016, Rylee helped raise over $2,000 for the
PCD Foundation. On October 23, 2017 Rylee organized the 2nd
annual, “Rylee’s Run for PCD.” It took place on the Forest City
High School track. Over 110 people attend the run, raising over
$2,400 for the PCD Foundation!

The PCD Foundation’s mission is to improve the quality of life of
those affected by PCD, and ultimately, a cure for Primary Ciliary
Dyskinesia. Rylee’s mom, Tori, serves on the PCD Foundation
Board of Directors. 2017 has been an exciting year for the

PCD Foundation. The first clinical trial is currently un-

derway (Rylee is unable to participate since you must

be 12 years old). Also, the foundation is currently

working to develop a PCD patient registry to

help with diagnosis, treatments and hopefully

a cure.

There are now currently

30 clinical PCD centers in the

US and Canada, in 2015 Minnesota
developed a PCD Center. Rylee now
sees a pulmonologist at Children’s Re-
spiratory and Critical Care Specialists
in Minneapolis 4 times a year. The
family travels to St. Louis every-other
year to see the pulmonary doctor
who originally diagnosed Rylee.
Looking at Rylee, you would not
know he suffers from PCD. He is

a very active and enjoys playing
basketball, football, golf and swim-
ming. He is 9 years old and in third
grade at the Forest City Elementary
School. He enjoys playing with his
friends and being a big brother to

his sister, Nevaeh. =




By Avice LEweLLEN | PHoTo BY WILLIE PARKS

but Jake says that he has been in awe of the universe and its
intricacy since he was a boy. These feelings led Jake to major
in Physics at the University of Northern Iowa.

Iake Parks is a multi-talented young man with many interests,

Physics, Jake admits, is a difficult major but he says when a
tough subject clicks for him and he can explain it to others and
apply it, that is fulfilling for him. One way Jake has stayed sharp
in his subject is to work as a tutor in the Physics Department
tutoring for Physics 1 and 2.

Jake graduated from Forest City High School in 2015 and
immediately earned attention in UNI’s STEM (science, technol-
ogy,engineering and math) department. Parks was featured last
year in the department newsletter and has been the subject of

a recent article on his involvement the day of the 2017 Eclipse.
Currently, Jake is the vice-president of the Physics Club and an
ambassador for the STEM department.

This past summer, Jake completed a 10-month undergraduate re-
search project that studied properties and behaviors of magnetic
materials under low temperature conditions. At the 2017 Eclipse
party held at the University, Jake showed the party goers how

to utilize their smartphones by downloading an app that would
give them a 3D Virtual Reality experience and information about
various planets, moons and other objects in our solar system.

Currently, Jake is completing his final semester at UNI and will
transfer to the University of lowa where he will study mechani-
cal engineering. An agreement between the two universities will

Page 8 Dream Catcher

transfer credits between physics and engineering classes so Jake
will finish with a B.S. in physics from UNI and a B.S. in mechan-
ical engineering from the University of Iowa after his 5th and
final year.

Music is another interest of Jake’s and he is a member of the
Men’s Glee Club. He also loves to play basketball at the Wellness
and Recreation Center with friends. Parks has volunteered at the
Office of Admissions. A passion for his university led Parks to
become a student admissions ambassador. Ambassadors show-
case the university to both prospective and admitted students
and also perform community service such as serving as a volun-
teer at the food bank and cleaning up highways.

Jake feels that STEM grads have the ability to make positive
changes in the world no matter what area they study. “There is
always a way that

a STEM major can
make the world a
better place,” accord-
ing to Jake. While
admitting that
STEM subjects are
difficult, Jake would
encourage any stu-
dent who would like
to major in a STEM
subject to embrace
the challenge. =
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(L to R) Jon, Duane, Molly, Evie
(Evelyn), Amy and Ann Vrieze.
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By JerF SMITH ‘93 | ABOVE PHOTO COURTESY OF UNIVERSITY OF IowA

From the gridiron to City Hall, Jon Vrieze tackles life head-on.

mes High and Iowa State basketball legend Fred Hoiberg

is so popular in his hometown they’ve dubbed him “The
Mayor.” Forest City native and former Iowa Hawkeye football
standout Jon Vrieze ('83) has gone Hoiberg one better. He’s the
real life Mayor of Plymouth, Iowa.

Jon was a lynchpin on the defensive line during one of the most
successful eras in Indian football history. He was named First
Team All Conference 3 times for a team that won back to back
North Iowa Conference titles in 1981 and ‘82. He earned First
Team All State honors his senior year, and was recruited by
virtually all the big college football programs in the midwest,
including national powerhouses Nebraska and Notre Dame. In
addition to his prowess in shoulder pads he was a State runner
up as a heavyweight wrestler and star in track and field.

He accepted a football scholarship to The University of Iowa, a
program on the rise under Coach Hayden Fry. Fry was so enam-
ored with Jon’s abilities he made a personal recruiting visit to the
Vrieze household. He made a strong impression with his cowboy
boots and Texas twang. He won Jon and his family over by
making no promises other than “If I worked hard, good things
would happen,” Jon recalls.

Freshmen rarely played under Fry at that time, but Jon became
a key contributor his first year on campus as a reserve on the
defensive line. He moved into the starting lineup his junior year
and helped Iowa to one of its’
greatest seasons ever.

The 1985 Hawkeye football
team won the Big Ten cham-
pionship, earning a trip to the
Rose Bowl. They were ranked
number one in the country
during the entire month of
October. Jon calls the time,

“Very exciting because we worked very hard to get to the top of
college football. Most people don’t realize the time and commit-
ment it took to get there”

He calls Iowa’s legendary win over Michigan that year the favor-
ite moment of his college career. The Hawkeyes were ranked first
in the nation at the time and the Wolverines were number two.
The crowd at Kinnick Stadium was so loud that Michigan quar-
terback Jim Harbaugh stepped away from center several times to
ask for extra time due to excessive noise. lowa won 12-10 on a
last second field goal.

Jon had another tremendous year as a senior, capping his
football career with a 9 win season and a victory in the Holiday
Bowl. His time at Iowa ended when he graduated

with a degree in marketing.

After stops in Minneapolis and Mason City, Jon gy
settled in Plymouth. It’s a town of about 380 peo-
ple, 11 miles northeast of Mason City. He says
he and his wife Jody “Fell in love with a house
and the potential of the small community”

He is a manager at XPO Logistics, a truck-

ing company in Clear Lake.

He ran for and won the Plymouth Mayor-
ship in 2014, hoping to “Help the commu-
nity grow and embrace change,” says Jon.

He stays active in football, serving as a
high school and college referee and sev-
enth grade coach. He also participates

in charitable events with other former
Hawkeyes in the Iowa Football Club.

Jon credits the game for teaching him life
lessons he still embraces: “How to work hard
and the importance of respecting everyone.” =
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FOREST CITY EDUCATION FOUNDATION

*2017 DONORS*

3M Foundation

Brent and Robin Aberg*
Sally Agre

Dave and Sheryl Albertson
Jim and Lorraine Amelsburg
Murrary Anderson*

Jerry Armstrong

Dave and Arlene Arndt
Marshall Arne

Ken and Val Baker*

Steve and Anne Bakke

Eric and Catherine Bartleson
Bear Creek Pro-Am Committee
Raymond and Joan Beebe
Brandon and Emily Beeken*
Jerimy Benson Family

Scott Bertelsen*

Marla Betz

Bill's Family Food

BLK Properties

Elizabeth Boman

Gerald and Mary Jo Boman
Dean and Shelia Borg
Dennis and Martha Branstad
Brcka Family

Forest City Lions

Randy and Tracy Broesder*
Jay Brooker

Kathleen Brooker

Steve Brooker

Tom and Carol Brooker
Valerie Brooker and Melvin Duncan
Heather Brown*

Jason and Jessica Bruckhoff
Dustin and Dr. Laila Buck
Brad and Stephanie Buffington
Kevin and Michelle Bunger*
Todd and Marcie Burns*
Cabin Coffee Company
Caroll and Janelle Carson
James D. Carson

John and Nita Carson

Cindy Carter*

Joyce Carter

Joe and Mirrna Charlson
Christensen Farms

Tom Clarey*

Class of 1965

Class of 1966

Class of 1967

Class of 1977

Class of 1988

Tom Clarey*
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Rebecca Counts*

Jason Crail*

Mike and Kathy Cutlip

David and Janet Dahl

David and Sandy Damm

DeKalb

Rick and Julie DeVries

Pam DeWaard*

Zach and Tami Dillavou*

Samantha Dugan

Julie Duncan*

Leo Durant

Sonya Dyste

Ryan and Tori Eastvold*

Jeri Edel*

David and Deanna Ennen

Melissa Erdman*

John and Marlene Faircloth

Farm & City Insurance Services

Doug and Kristi Feldman

First Citizens Bank

Jeft & Tina Finley

JoAnn Fiske

Forest City American Legion

Forest City American Legion Aux.

Forest City Breakfast Lions

Forest City Chamber of Commerce

Forest City Education Association

Forest City Evening Lions

Forest City Farmers Coop

Forest City High School Business &
Marketing Class

Forest City High School FFA

Forest City High School Council

Forest City Post Prom Committee 2017

Forest City Rotary Club

Forest City Summit

Forest City Vet Clinic

Bill C. and Katherine Fox Foundation

Mark and Carolyn Frakes

Craig and Mary Jo Friederich

Lonnie Friesenborg

Philip Garland

Denny and Beth Gilbertson

Donna Gilbertson

James and Karen Gilbertson

Mark and Rita Gilbertson

Douglas and Merle Glime

Waldon Groves Estate

Rick and Amy Grunhovd*

Jeramie and Shari Hagen

Lynn and Julie Hagenson

Marjorie Hall

Troy and Tricia Hall*

Mark A. Hanson

John K. and Luise V. Hanson Foundation
Tim Halverson*

Ron and Kris Happel*
Mary Harms

Mason and Kelli Harms
Anna Harringa

Paul Harrington

Mallory Hartwig*

Justin and Kimberly Haugen
Ron and Linda Haugen
Don and Kristin Heidemann
Daryl Heimer*

Brad & Kandance Heitland
Tracy Helgeson*

Trista Helm

Bruce and Jan Hertzke
David H. Hill

Bob and Sharon Hilmer

Lee and Linda Hinkley
Clay and Pat Hobbs
Richard and Vera Hynes
Holland Contracting

Ken and Linda Holmen
Adam and Trichelle Jackson
Scott Jackson*

Rob & Lori Jacobs

Jerry and Bonnie Jefson

Jim and Clarne Jefson
Mark and Jennifer Jenkins
Lanny & Sandy Jenkins
Denny and Kathy Jerome
Jeff and Lacy Jerome
Barbara Johnson

Bob Johnson

Craig and Dawn Johnson
DeWayne and Donna Johnson
Mike and Heather Johnson
Wayne and Gloria Johnson
Brad and Sherri Jones*
Michael and Kate Jordal
James and Karen Jorgenson
Randy Juhl

Bink and Karen Keller
Glenda Keough*

David and Sue Kingland
Eric and Shelly Kingland
Tara Kingland

KIOW

Katie Kleemeier

Kelly Kleemeier and David Dickson
Ken and Ashley Kleemeier

Timothy and Rita Kleemeier
MaryLou Kleveland*

Mike & Jill Klostes

Arlene Knapper

Jerry and Bonnie Knapper
Daryl and Tammy Krieger
Mark & Jill Krull

Cathy Kruse*

Laura Kudej

Bob and Gail Kuefler

Gina Laaveg*

Tammy Lambert*

Doris Langerud

Julie Langerud*

Tom and Tammy Larson*
Darwin and Cindi Lehmann*
Sarah Leichsering*

Ivy Leitch*

Jane Olson Leonhardt
Michael and Alice Lewellen
Riley and Kris Lewis

Ron and Hope Lichtsinn
Cari Lillquist*

Kristin Linder*

Barbara Lovick

Darren Lovick

Diane Lovick

Shaun Lovick

Steve and Pat Lovik

Jason and Nicole Lovik-Blaser
Gary and Barb Ludwig
Todd and Sherri Lunning*
Masonic Lodge of Forest City
MBT Bank

Kathryn Carson McHan
Jen McQuown*

Scott Meinders

Mike and Sherrie Miller
Dan Sarasio-Meyer*

Dusty Meyn*

Shawn Miller*

Tim and Julie Missal

Jim and Corinne Mitchell
Kim Mollenhauer*

Chad and Allison Moore*
Jill Zirbel Murray

Eric and Amie Nelson
Steve Nelson

Pat Nessa

Rhonda Newby

Harlan and Deborah Nyhus*
Mike and Jeanine O’Rourke
Betty Olson and Family
Bob and Kathy Olson

Jesse and Melanie Olson
Shawn and Kari Olson*
Steve and Nancy Olson

Ted and Karolyn Overlie

Paddlers Tap (Andy & Kelia Buffington,
Jay & Karry Steffensen, Ed & Kris
Linder, Mike Faircloth)

Wes and Kelly Parks*

Tom and Ava Pauley

Robert and Dona Paulson

PEO Chapter HW

Hugh Pattersen Estate

Vicky Payseur

Phillip and Megan Porter

Prairie Brand Seed Co.

Edward and Linda Putney*

Steve and Sheryl Putz*

Zach and Jennifer Raulie

Chad and Kristine Reece*

Kristie Renchin*

Sandra Reuben and Kenneth Marks

Dan and Sherri Rosacker*

Rotary Club of Forest City

Diane Rovang (Rauk)

Richard Rovang/Ann Wolft

Dan and Janet Ryerson

Ellender P. Sahr

Mary Schaefer and Family

Tyson and Krista Scheidecker

Schnebly Family

Alan Schmidt

Scott Sesker

Wayne and Sharon Sesker

Burt & Barbara Severson

Alyce and Kathryn Sinnard

Jeff and Liz Smith

Ryan Smith*

Jason and Emily Sopko*

Paul and Kay Sorensen

Renee Sorensen*

Sara Speer*

Steve and Nikki Staudt*

Carolyn Strait*

Denny and Bev Steffenson

Jodee Sticker*

Henry and Pennie Stone

Eugene and Deb Swanson*

Kevin and Mary Swanson

Charles and Nancy Sweetman

Martin and Susan Tendler

Don Thompson

Kirby Thompson Family

William Thompson

John and Elaine Thurston

Joseph and Claudia Tillman

Mike True*

Cindy Torkelson*

Hollis Torkelson Family

Merna Torkelson

TSB Bank-Boyken Family

Carol J. Tweeten

Doug and Carol Tweeten

John and Debra Verity

Carl and Sandy Wagner

Keith and Emily Walker*

James and Karen Zirbel Weld
Steve and Nancy Westerberg

Tim and Gayle Westerberg

Rose Marie Wicker*

Mark Wilkinson

Roger and Connie Will

Willig Family

George and Liz Wilson
Winnebago County Bar Association
Winnebago Industries Foundation
Courtney Wooge

Gaylord and Jody Wooge

Denny and Elin Zehren

Derek and Mallory Ziesmer*
Ralph and Ruth Westerberg

*Get on the Bus Staff Giving Participants

*List reflects donors listed through November 17, 2017

In the Spirit of Giving
this season

This time of year fills my heart with joy!
As I prepare the list of our 2017 donors
my heart is overcome with gratitude for
those of you that are a part of our donor
Sfamily! And, while we like to acknowl-
edge our donors annually, we also real-
ize that we do so at the risk of missing
someone who has graciously given to the
Foundation. Please know that each and
every one of you play a very important
role in making our student’s dreams
come true. Thank you from the bottom
of my heart for your generosity.

In the spirit of giving, I would like to ask
that you consider giving to the Founda-
tion this holiday season. Let’s make this
holiday season extra special by growing
our general fund by the end of the year!
Please put down the cookies & tinsel
and take this opportunity to use the
envelope included with in this newsletter
to send your tax-deductible donation.
EVERY donation is important no matter
the amount. Together we can, and will,
make a difference this holiday season!

Happy Holidays, from our family
to yours!

Jessica Bruckhoff ’95
Executive Director
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(ABOVE, L to R) Kim, Kellen, Justin and Nolan Haugen at the
Alumni Basketball tournament. (LEFT) Kellen and Nolan play-
ing at their grandparent's (Dennis and Janet Haugen) farm.

By JusTtiN HAauGEN 97

When I was a student in Forest City, I didn't re-
alize how fortunate I was. I graduated 20 years
ago and am so thankful for the excellent educa-
tion and community support that I received. As
students, we had amazing support from teach-
ers, coaches, parents, friends, alumni, Waldorf
College (now University) and the Forest City
Education Foundation. Today, students receive
the same great education, guidance and support
that prepares them for success in college, their
careers, and most importantly, in life.

My wife and I support the Forest City Educa-
tion Foundation for three reasons:

1. It’s a chance to give back
to the school and community
that has provided me with so
many opportunities.

2. We value education and
believe it sets the foundation
for success in life.

3. It feels good to support

a cause that benefits others,
especially students.

We donate to the general fund
because it supports import-
ant programs such as the
Hugh O'Brian Youth (HOBY)
Conference, On To College
Test Prep with John Taylor, the
academic banquet, as well as
the General Scholarship fund.
These programs can potential-
ly help students get additional
scholarships beyond what is
provided by the Forest City
Education Foundation. I
recognize the impact that the
Forest City schools and com-
munity had on me and I feel
fortunate to consider Forest
City home. =



