
Winter 2016
photo credit:  Paul Sorensen ‘65



Letter from the President:
			   Raymond M. Beebe

	 My work as President of the Foundation continues to be exciting, 
challenging and heartwarming. Obviously, that is quite an array of 
emotions but I experience them all. It is exciting because I get to work 
with and for so many wonderful young men and women who year after 
year walk the halls of Forest City High School. I get to know many of these 
young people quite well and actually end up as a mentor to a number of 
them. So many of them “see the big picture,” i.e., they work hard and get 
good grades and actively participate in a multitude of extracurricular activities but they are also well grounded, 
humble, possess strong values, are spiritually engaged and want “to make a difference.” These young people are 
then partnered with an outstanding and committed group of administrators and teachers at our high school. 
I follow many of them post-high school and can tell you they stack up well when competing with peers from 
other towns, cities and schools. I send congratulations on a frequent basis to those attaining Dean’s List status 
and also witness them doing very well in the “real world” post-high school. My work is challenging because I 
know we need substantially more growth to adequately serve these great young people. I wish we could convey 
to more people the joy that my wife and I and so many other donors find from “investing” in our most valuable 
asset, our wonderful young people. I truly believe we can leave no better legacy. My work is also truly 
heartwarming. Our scholarship recipients are so appreciative and grateful for the support we provide and 
“tears of joy” are not infrequent at our annual Senior Awards Night. We hear that the scholarships have opened 
doors of opportunity that might otherwise have been closed. Joan and I are so glad we funded scholarships 
while we are still alive rather than deferring to an estate gift as it is so much fun to see our “investment” 
flourish while we are still here. We maintain contact with all of our scholarship recipients and that has been a 
true blessing to us.
	 While we are always striving to become bigger and give more scholarships, I am happy to report that 
2016 has been a very good year. At Seniors Awards Night the Foundation awarded $336,000 in scholarships or 
about a $50,000 increase from the prior year. This does not include the thousands of additional dollar the 
students received from other scholarships because they were able to improve their ACT score after taking the 
John Baylor test prep class that the Foundation makes available to each student free of charge. Nor does it 
include the significant value of the “One Free Year” program which allows our students to complete up to one 
year of college through Waldorf University and North Iowa Community College and which again is free of 
charge to the students. This was also a year of transition as we said goodbye to Julie DeVries who served with 
distinction as our Executive Director for the past two years and we welcomed Jessica Bruckhoff as our new 
Executive Director. Jessica and her husband, Jason, are both Forest City grads and their two children are 
currently attending the Forest City schools. Jessica has a passion for young people and is off to a great start in 
this new role.
	 I have talked before about why private support for our young people has never been more critical. I 
won’t go into more detail on that now but I think you are all aware of at least some of the  factors that are creat-
ing this difficult environment. As we approach the holiday season and the end of another year and consider 
charitable giving, let me suggest that an investment in our wonderful young people deserves to be at the top of 
your list. We need broad support from patrons, alumni, friends and anyone else who understands the critical 
need for private support of our college bound students. The need is RIGHT NOW! Please invest in our most 
valuable asset-our young people. I know that you will look back and say: “I did the right thing!” Our Board 
of Directors and the young people who have or will receive scholarships because “you care,” extend our best 
wishes to you for a blessed holiday season.

	 Sincerely,
	 Raymond M. Beebe, President



The Hanson Family Fine Arts Center

	 The Hanson Family Fine Arts 
shared facilities project is moving 
forward. It will be a $9.6 million 
dollar project breaking ground in the 
Spring of 2017. The Hanson 
Foundation has generously 
committed $4.4 million over four 
years to the project. Waldorf 
University will oversee operations 
for the first 15 years. The facility will 
be shared by the City of Forest City, 
Forest City Community Schools and 
Waldorf University. 
	 The location of the Fine Arts 
Center will be directly west of the 
Hanson Fieldhouse.  The 29,000 
squarefoot facility will seat 600+ 
people and feature a large stage and         
space for storage among other 
valuable support areas areas and 
public spaces.
	 Forest City High School has a 
long standing tradition of excellence 
in the Fine Arts.  The marching band 
celebrated its 36th consecutive 
Division One this fall, the music and 
drama department have an amazing 
reputation for their sell-out 
audiences at the musicals each year 
and the speech and drama 
departments are well known for their 
excellent group and individual speech 
participation and success.  “This new 
facility will allow more people the 
opportunity to enjoy the talent of  
Forest City fine arts students as well as 
performances from Waldorf 
University and the Forest City 
community,”  said Ray Beebe, 
Foundation President. “This 
partnership will not only provide a 
much needed practice and storage 
facilty but also a first class environ-
ment that all will benefit from when 
attending fine arts events.”  



		  “Humble”. That is the word which so many people 	
used when describing Jason Mekelburg.
	 Jason, a 1990 Forest City graduate, passed away on June 2, 
2016, at the age of 44. He had been battling a variety of health 
problems for several years. Jason was an outstanding student, 
and a record breaking athlete. 
	 Bob Hilmer, Jason’s basketball coach said, “As Jason’s 
coach, I can say that Jason obviously was a great basketball 
player. He was not only a great competitor but he was also a 
great role model for younger students at Forest City. Jason was 
someone all of us could be proud of and we will never forget 
him.”
	 Jason was a First Team All Conference selection  in 	
basketball his last three years of high school. He was named to 
the First Team All State his senior year and the All 	

Tournament team at the State Tournament. He is 3rd in all time rebounds at Forest City High School with 684, 
5th in points scored with 1180 and in single season records he is first in rebounds in a single season (298 in the 
‘89-90 season) and 6th in most points in a season with 512 in the same season. The summer after his senior 
year, Jason played in the State of Iowa Dr. Pepper All Star game and was named MVP for the game.
	 “Mek” as his high school peers called him, also qualified for the Iowa State Track meet placing 2nd in 
the discus competition.
	 Jason was involved in other high school activities including quiz bowl, choir, and band. He also loved 
musicals and enjoyed his role in “Grease” his senior year. He also sang in his church choir.
	 As a student, Jason, an avid reader, was full of questions and ideas. The questions were often ones that 
his teachers had not contemplated which allowed his classmates and teachers to learn from him. He was never 
conceited about his intelligence, just eager to learn and share. His brother, Matt Mekelburg, commented, “It 
was clear from an early age that Jason had a superior intellect. He would read a book, watch television, or study 
and get so engrossed he would lose all track of time.” Jason graduated with a 4.0 GPA, spoke at graduation, was 
a National Merit Scholar and was named the Outstanding Senior Boy. Classmate Angela Sanderson Alitz 		
commented that her memories of Jason include him sitting at her kitchen table helping her with Algebra I and 
II homework.  After graduation, Jason went to Bethel University graduating in 1994. He switched his major 
from the sciences to Bible and theology. As his mother Linda remembered, “From the time he was a young boy 
until he passed away, his desire was to glorify God. He was a good pastor because he was totally 
non-judgmental. Everyone had value in Jason’s eyes”. After Bethel he attended and graduated from Denver 
Seminary in 1998. He was first an Associate Pastor in Bloomington, Minnesota, and then in 2006, he became 
the Pastor at College Baptist Church in Hillsboro, Michigan.  He and his wife, Lorissa, were married in 2008. 
They were blessed with four children. Jason’s devotion to his congregation was so great that parishioners 
recalled Jason preaching even when he was so sick he could not stand for the entire length of a sermon. He 
would then sit and continue to preach from a stool. One church member said he was a sweet man with a loving 
and compassionate disposition towards everyone and he grew the church both spiritually and numerically.
	 As testament to the influence Jason had on people, several of his classmates attended his visitation in 
Michigan.  John Seglem, Jim Weaver, Susie Hilmer Belding, William Beebe, Kent Howison and Angela 
Sanderson Alitz were among those who traveled to Michigan and  all were connected to Jason in different 
ways. Matt Jefson, another classmate, traveled from Virginia and met the group that evening.  As Angela said, 
“It was an emotional trip.” In their conversations the group marveled at how Jason had touched them each in 
different ways.

Rest In Peace Jason Mekelburg
by Alice Lewellen



 Two major qualities stood out: Jason was always kind and 
always humble. They enjoyed meeting Jason’s family and 
Angela mentioned how much Jason’s son resembled Jason 
at that age.
		  Jason’s brother Matt said Jason was a loving and 
protective older brother. When they had a babysitter, he 
would let Matt sneak into his bed before he fell asleep. His 
mother, Linda Mekelburg said Jason was a great father who 
loved to study with his children who called him their study 
buddy. He was a loving husband and was willing to help 
with any task around the house. Linda commented that 
Jason had an uncanny sense of humor. She also recalled 
that he never talked about his accomplishments.
		  In a sermon which Jason preached on November 

2, 2012, about Peter trying to walk on the water, Jason said,”When we have reached the end of our strength and 
the trials and tempests threaten to bring us down, there is only one thing we want to see. We want to see Jesus.” 
This message from Jason was quoted on his Facebook page 
as encouragement to those who had been following his 
struggle.
	 In the 44 years that he lived, Pastor Jason 
Mekelburg had many accomplishments. It was clear to 
everyone who ever knew him that he was a special person. 
From his high school days to his last days as a Pastor, those 
traits continued. Even though Jason never bragged about 
his accomplishments, many others have taken the 
opportunity to do so after his passing. May Jason, one of 
Forest City’s  most illustrious graduates, rest in peace after a 
life well lived.
	



Home
by Liz Sorensen Smith ‘95

	 For Josh Sankey ‘01 and his wife Diana, home is a place they 
open their hearts and their doors to kids that God has called them 
to help.  The family of 10 lives on an acreage just outside of Apling-
ton, IA with miniature horses, kittens and lots of love.
	 Josh and Di met at UNI when he helped her move into the 
residence hall. Since marrying, they have lived and worked in Texas, 
Pennsylvania and made their way back to Iowa to work at UNI 
where most recently Josh was an Academic Advisor.  Diana has been 
successful running home based businesses such as USBorne books 
and Norwex but you can definitely tell her love is fashion and 
clothing. They now carry a brand called LulaRoe at their Pink 
Pineapple Boutique. It has a very fun atmosphere from hot pink 
floors to dressing rooms with cute lights. It would be a great place to 
have a girlfriend party! Their business model is for “pop-ups” where 
they bring everything to an in-home party, and online Facebook 
sales for those that can’t make it to Aplington. The boutique is a way 
to provide clothing for their kids but it also allows them to both stay 
home with all of their children - foster, adopted, and biological. For Josh and Di there is no distinction, they 
are all family. 

	 Their oldest child at home is 8 and is so compassionate 
that he agreed when asked if they should continue to help 
kids in need. It was not even a question he needed to wrestle 
with.  They live by example and do what they feel called to 
do. In Josh’s words “they dive right in”.  They started their 
journey with a private adoption that fell through when their 
agency didn’t show up in court, and it lead them to foster 
care.
	 Foster care does bring the risk of a broken heart. A bond 
can be made with a child that is only in one’s care for a short 
time.  But the Sankeys feel the affect they can have on the 
rest of a child’s life is worth that risk.  Answering the call is 
the least they can do, what if they didn’t help? 
	 What they bring to a child for any amount of time they 
have with them is love, stability, and family. They also 

witness to the child’s biological parents as part of their family mission. Their story is an emotional, fulfilling 
labor of love that is so inspirational we should all step back and ask, what if we all helped in some way?
	 The need in Iowa is very great. Di also started a Christmas Love Project. Hundreds of kids were given 
five items they needed and five items they wanted from a Christmas wish list through Di’s Facebook friends. 
The kids were identified through social worker connections. 
	 Josh and Di are quick to credit their families, church and community with supporting their efforts. 
	 Kudos to the Sankey family!  Their life is truly a labor of love and they give God the glory for moving 
mountains for kids in this amazing story.
	 Visit the store on Facebook- LuLaRoe by Diana and Pink Pineapple Boutique. https://www.facebook.
com/pinkpineappleLLR/
	 Check out more on the whole foster/adoption story on this Youtube link:
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=bEMGU3k_jM0



Project Blue
	 The Forest City Education Foundation 
teamed up with the Forest City Community School 
District and Forest City Rotary Club to show our 
support for our local service men and women who 
dedicate their time and energy to helping others. On 
Friday, August 26, during halftime of the football 
game our local service agencies were given a 
certificate of appreciation. The agencies recognized 
that evening were: Worth County Sheriff ’s 
Department, Hancock County Sheriff ’s Department, 
Winnebago County Sheriff ’s Department, City of 
Forest City Police Department, Post 8 State Patrol, 
Forest City Volunteer Fire Department and Forest 
City Ambulance Service. Community members were 
also able to purchase blue lights and/or have a blue 
star painted on their curb to show their support. 
Thank you to our local service agencies for keeping 
us all safe.  Your dedication is gratefully appreciated. 
(Pictured below, Chris Hanna, Class of 2000).

National FFA Honors

	 This year at the National FFA Convention 
in Indianapolis, Indiana, our FFA chapter will have 
three members receive the American FFA Degree. 
The three recipients are Eric Muench, Justin Bruns, 
and Steven Vaughan. The award is only awarded to 
FFA members that have graduated and have excelled 
during their FFA careers. Less than 1% of FFA 
members will ever receive the American Degree and 
only 131 FFA members from Iowa will receive it this 
year. Out of the almost 1,500 FFA members we have 
had in our 85 years, they will be members 11,12 and 
13 to receive it. So, if you see these three, please 
congratulate them on this accomplishment as it takes 
an incredible amount of work to get this award. 
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	 Jillian Jones (Osheim) class of 2001 just 
released “He Is Everything” on September 16, 2016. 
Through her uplifting voice and exceptional 
songwriting, Jillian conveys the love of Christ in 
her debut release. Jillian demonstrates her talents 
through lead vocals and piano. The five-song EP 
includes four original songs and a freshly arranged 
traditional hymn. Jill’s first single “Let There Be” was 
released in October 2015. 
	 When Jill learned to talk, she was also 
singing. By age 4, she was plunking out melodies 
on the family piano and singing solos in her home 
church. Jillian is the daughter of Chuck and Kristi 
Osheim of Thompson, Iowa. 
	 After years of professional vocal and piano 
training, she continued her passion at Central 
College in Pella, Iowa where she earned a Bachelor’s 
of Arts in Music in 2005. Under the direction of 
Professor Gabriel Espinosa, she studied performance, 
piano, voice, contemporary music styling and theory. 
	 Throughout her career, Jillian has won 
numerous awards as a soloist, pianist and 
composer. In addition to a long history of 
involvement in church music, she is currently 
working as a music coordinator and worship 
leader at Crossview Covenant Church in North 
Mankato, Minn. 
	 Jill has performed with many talented, 
well-respected musicians including Gabriel 
Espinosa, Hendrick Meurkens, Misha Tsiganov, 
Alex Acuna, Jovino Santos-Neto, Otmaro Ruiz, 
Tim Crumley and Rusty Johnson.
	 Jillian and her husband Blake have made 
their home in North Mankato, Minnesota. Jillian met 
Blake at Central College. Jillian and Blake have two 
children Ada (8) and Beckett (5). 
	 Jill shared  a few memories from when she 
was a student at Forest City High School noting some 
of the teachers who made a difference in her life.	

I always loved the warm-up we did before each show. 
The whole cast would stand in a huge circle around 
the music room. I can’t remember exactly what we 
sang or said....but I remember standing there and 
feeling like I was part of something special. Another 
great memory is All State. Mrs. Ferjak put so many 
hours into preparing us for auditions. She really went 
above and beyond to get us there. When I remember 
the feeling of singing in the center of a 600 person 
choir, I’m incredibly grateful.
	 I had a lot of supportive teachers throughout 
my time at FCMS and FCHS, but someone that really 
stands out in my memory is Mr. Kappos. He was my 
advisor all 4 years - he always had something to say 
that could put a smile on my face when I was 
having a bad day. I do remember getting busted once 
for writing a piano song during his class instead of 
taking notes...sorry, Mr. K! I still play the song 
sometimes, and that piece of notebook paper still 
lives in my music files. If I’ve learned anything as a 
songwriter, you have to grab the inspiration when it 

strikes...even if 
you’re sitting in 
government 
class!”
	 “God created 
me to be a wife, 
mother, daughter, 
sister, friend and 
musician. I strive 
to follow His 
calling in those 

areas. Professionally, I’m inspired to use music to 
make a positive difference in the world, specifically 
in the areas of worship music, songwriting and 
production.”
	 Follow Jillian Jones on Facebook and 
Instagram, @jillianjonesmusic.

Jillian Jones Releases He Is Everything

	 “​One of my favorite memories 
from high school is Brigadoon. We 
had a fantastic cast and everyone did a 
great job in their role.  Mrs. Ferjak and 
Mr. Bertleson gave so much heart and 
energy to all of the productions, and 
the community always showed up to 
support us.



Be Grateful and Pay it Forward
By Kristin Heidemann

	 Life is a journey. You live day to day not knowing what the next day will bring. You try to savor every 
moment with your loved ones. You celebrate successes, take risks, make mistakes and try to learn from them. 
There are those “aha” moments in life when you feel confident that you have done the right thing. For us, 
supporting the mission of the Forest City Education Foundation is one of them. 
	 Don and I have similar upbringings. We are both small town kids who grew up on dairy farms in 
Wisconsin and Iowa respectively. There, we learned valuable moral lessons such as hard work and 
perseverance. The value of education was instilled throughout our childhoods by our parents, grandparents 
and extended family. And with their support, we both found our way to Wartburg College.
	 We wouldn’t have been able to attend Wartburg 
without the financial help we received. One instrumental 
example of support for Don was that his aunt Carolyn, a 
selfless woman who has helped so many, paid his tuition. Her 
only request to Don for the generous gift was to be grateful 
and to pay it forward someday.
	 Words cannot describe the impact Wartburg has made 
in our lives. After college, we lived and worked in Madison, 
Dallas and Minneapolis. We know our Midwest upbringing 
and college experience helped us tremendously. Our oldest 
son was registered to begin school in Chaska, Minnesota, 
when the opportunity for Don to work in Forest City arose. 
We were so excited to be able to move to a small community 
to raise our family. We are not from Forest City and don’t have 
family ties in the immediate area, but Forest City has truly 
become our home.  
	 Living here, we knew of the Education Foundation but did not fully understand its mission until we 
became more involved a couple of years ago. We wonder how many others are unaware of the positive impact 
the Foundation has on kids. The gratitute kids express when they receive financial support to attend college 
from people who they may not even know is heartwarming. It resonates with us because we too are grateful to 
those who believed in supporting our future.

	 Since we are in the giving season, I asked one of our many donors to share why they have chosen to give 
to the Foundation and what it means to them. Don and Kristin Heidemann established the Drackley/Heidemann 
Family Scholarship to provide need-based college scholarships to Forest City students for many years to come. 
Our President, Ray Beebe, added, “We express our sincere gratitude. You can literally feel the joy in their hearts 
as they “invest” in the lives of our wonderful young people. They and we can leave no greater legacy.”

Jessica Bruckhoff, Executive Director

	 It’s taken time, but we now can pay it forward. We gave to the Foundation because education is 
important. We gave to ensure that Forest City graduates are supported in their dreams and aspirations after 
high school. We gave so that students could experience college and build the foundation for success in life like 
we both did at Wartburg College.  We gave to be able to see our gift in action while living in this community. 
We gave to express our gratitude to our parents and others who have helped us. We gave to honor our 
grandparents, especially my paternal grandparents Art and Charlotte Drackley, who I admire for many reasons 
and try to emulate every day. 
	 We hope to inspire our boys and the next generation of kids to give and pay it forward. 

Kristin, Andy, Will and Don Heidemann enjoy a 
Wisconsin Badger game together!
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From the desk of Executive Director,
Jessica Bruckhoff:

	 Since assuming the position of 
Executive Director this past summer, 
I’ve had the opportunity to meet many 
of you in person or have introduced 
myself through a phone call or email.  
I look forward to the opportunity to 
visit with more alumni, community 
members and donors in the upcoming 
year. You all make the mission of the 
Foundation possible by generously 
giving and supporting our students.  
	 While we like to acknowledge 
donors annually in the alumni 
newsletter, we also realize we do so at 
the risk of missing someone who has 
graciously given to the Foundation.  
Each and every one of you is important 
and you play a critical role in making 
student’s dreams come true.  Thank 
you for your generosity and for truly 
making a difference in the lives of our 
children.  
	 Please take some time and 
visit our new website at 
www.forestcityeducationfoundation.org.   
You can read heart-warming stories 
of  students who have benefitted from 
scholarships.  If you haven’t yet visited 
the alumni portal, please check it out 
as it is a great tool for connecting with 
classmates and other alumni.
	 I look forward to working with 
you in the future!  Please feel free to 
contact me at my office, 641-585-2323 or
director@forestcityeducationfoundation.
org.
	
	 Sincerely,
		  Jessica Bruckhoff



The Forest City Community School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, creed, sex, marital status, national origin, religion, age, sexual orientation, 
gender equity, socio-economic status, or disability in its educational programs, services or employment practices. 

Students, parents of students, applicants for employment and employees of the Forest City Community Schools shall have the right to file a formal complaint alleging 
non-compliance with equity regulations.

Inquiries concerning application of this statement should be addressed to: 
Zach Dillavou, Equity Coordinator, 216 West School Street, Forest City, Iowa 50436, Telephone (641) 585-4772.

		  Forest City Community School Faculty and Staff
			         2016-2017  “Get On The Bus” 
Did you know the Forest City Community School Faculty and Staff participate 
each year in a staff giving program called, “Get On The Bus”!  Through either 
payroll deduction and/or a direct donation, the school personnel will make it 
possible to award $14,000 more in scholarships to 2017 Forest City seniors!

Thank you to the following for “Getting on the Bus!”
				  
Robin Aberg			   Tim Halvorsen			   Kristin Linder			   Sara Speer	
Murray Anderson		  Kris Happel			   Cari Lillquist			   Steve Staudt
Ken Baker			   Erca Hanna			   Sherri Lunning			   Carolyn Strait
Val Baker			   Daryl Heimer			   Jen McQuown			   Jodee Stricker
Emily Beenken			   Tracy Helgeson			   Dan Meyer			   Deb Swanson
Scott Bertlesen			   Scott Jackson			   Shawn Miller			   Cindy Torkelson
Tracy Broesder			   Mark Jenkins			   Kim Mollenhauer			  Mike True
Heather Brown			   Jeff Jerome			   Allison Moore			   Emily Walker
Michelle Bunger			   Kathy Jeome			   Chad Moore			   Keith Walker
Tom Clarey			   Lacy Jerome			   Deborah Nyhus			   RoseMarie Wicker
Rebecca Counts			   Brad Jones			   Kari Olson			   Derek Ziesmer
Jason Crail			   Sherri Jones			   Kelly Parks			   Mallory Ziesmer
Pam DeWaard			   Glenda Keough			   Wes Parks
Tami Dillavou			   Mary Lou Kleveland		  Tamara Price
Zach Dillavou			   Cathy Kruse			   Sheryl Putz
Julie Duncan			   Gina Laaveg			   Kristine Reece
Ryan Eastvold			   Julie Langerud			   Dan Rosacker
Jeri Edel				   Tammy Larson			   Ryan Smith
Melissa Erdman			   Darwin Lehmann			  Emily Sopko
Amy Grunhovd			   Sarah Leichsenring		  Jason Sopko
Tricia Hall			   Ivy Leitch			   Renee Sorenson

Forest City Education Foundation
145 South Clark Street - PO Box 270
Forest City, IA 50436


