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Connecting with You...
Hello Alumni!

We all remember that moment at graduation when we threw 
our mortarboard in the air.   I’m sure it didn’t cross your mind 
at the time but at that moment you became a Forest City alum.  
Since graduating, 
have you been 
able to keep in 
touch with other 
alums, teachers 
and Forest City 
locals?  It’s hard 
when we grow up 
and have families 
and careers that 
keep us busy.  
Not all are able 
to make it to 
class reunions or 
Alumni Weekend.  
Forest City Dol-
lars for Education 
decided to take 
on the initiative 
of connecting 
with our alumni and this newsletter is part of that initia-
tive.  We hope you enjoy the first issue of the Alumni Dream 
Catcher.  In addition to connecting with alumni, Forest City 
Dollars for Education prides itself in raising and distributing 
scholarships to Forest City graduates along with providing 
many other opportunities to Forest City’s students.  It is our 
goal to create a substantial endowment so that we can provide 
more significant scholarships for up to four years of post-high 
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school education.  We are currently able to offer only mod-
est scholarships for the first year of college.  With the ever-
increasing costs of college (over the last 20 years the average 
college tuition has increased more than 400%), the chance to 
go on is sometimes out of reach for many.  Throughout our 
history this country has benefited because a college education 
was within the reach of everyone and it would be extremely 
detrimental should the ability to attain a college education be 

dependent upon the af-
fluence of the student’s 
family.  While it is 
not the purpose of this 
newsletter, we will over 
time be asking that you 
consider supporting this 
cause. Young people 
are our future and 
there can be no greater 
legacy than giving them 
a “jump start” in pursu-
ing a higher education.  

As alumni, you under-
stand the pride a FCHS 
Indian feels.  We hope 
to keep you informed of 
some of the great things 
Indians are achieving 

along with what is happening in our school, community and 
what other alums are up to.  Enjoy!

			   Sincerely,
			   Raymond M. Beebe, President
			   Forest City Dollars for Education



Cory Nelson, class of ‘06 and son of Larry Nelson ‘72 and 
Diane (Finer) Charlson ‘72, is looking forward to starting 
law school this fall at the University of Iowa.  Cory was 
selected to be a Merit Scholar based on his GPA, LSAT 
score, letters of recommendation and 
extracurricular activities. 

Cory always considered taking a 
career path such as law, but it wasn’t 
until his second year at Iowa that he 
really decided to go for it.  He con-
nected with Ray Beebe, a graduate 
from University of Iowa Law School.  
Cory said that through Ray’s men-
toring, he feels the stage has been 
set for a successful graduate school 
experience.  

Cory sees himself doing corporate law although he is open 
to exploring other aspects.  He feels that law can provide a 
very broad base to explore many career paths.  

He would like to stay in the midwest–perhaps Chicago, 
Minneapolis or Des Moines–if the opportunity arose.  Hop-
ing to work in a larger market at first, his eventual dream 
would be to move back to Iowa.  He said he is proud of his 
state and the caliber of people here in Iowa.  It is one of 
the reasons he chose Iowa for his undergrad and graduate 
school.  He has many fond memories of his time at FCHS 
including All-State Music Festival, marching band and 
Boys State Basketball Tournament.  

Forest City: 
A Place to Come Home To
By Liz (Sorensen) Smith Class of ‘95

After retiring from an engineering company and the mort-
gage industries out West, Tom (Class of ‘59) and Pat Nessa 
decided to retire in Tom’s hometown because of its charms 
and simple life.  What they found was a tight knit commu-
nity that welcomed them back. 

They really didn’t want to retire in a big city; both are well 
traveled and lived in the Las Vegas ’00-10 & California 
’63-2000 areas. They came here almost every summer to 
visit Tom’s mom and found the back nine lots to be charm-
ing and a very beautiful area.

The Nessas also found some rewarding volunteer roles in a 
local non-profit organization - American Cancer Society’s 
Relay for Life. Their daughter passed away 3 years ago 
from cancer. Pat chaired the event last year and this year 
she helped organize the “Back 9” relay teams- Holes of 
Hope fundraiser with Hope Lichtsinn and their dealership 
team. Tom and Pat hosted the tournament players at their 
home following the event for a meal. 

Pat said, we give back “because cancer touches so many 
people at some point in their life. The more money we 
raise, the more things are available to help.” Pat believes 
the people here in Iowa are the greatest asset. “In this com-
munity the people are amazing. They give back and are so 
involved.”

With revitalization in community leadership, industry, 
vibrant retail, and housing markets, consider a move back 
to your hometown of Forest City. We would welcome you 
back as well!

Pat and Tom pictured below. 

Iowa Law: Go Hawks, 
Go Cory Nelson!

Nominate a 
Distinguished 

Alumni! 
Submit a short essay nominating a Forest City gradu-
ate who is deserving of the Forest City Distinguished 
Alumni Award.  Please include the full name of the 
nominee and reasons why you believe he/she should 
be nominated.  We will award the recipient at the All 
School Reunion next July 16, 2011.  Submissions can 
be emailed to FCDollars4Ed@gmail.com or mailed to 
Forest City Dollars for Education, 810 West K Street, 
Forest City, IA 50436.  Deadline is March 30, 2011.  



Five Forest City High School 
graduates had a chance to travel to 
Europe for three weeks in May with 
the Waldorf College Communications 
Department.

Mallory Lovik, Jessica Damm, Krysta 
Hanson, Renae Nelson from the class 
of 2006 and Nicki Gray from the class 
of 2007 were part of the group that 
traveled to Rome, Florence, Venice, 
Paris and London.

“It was a wonderful opportunity I 
never really thought I would have,” 
Damm said. “I feel very lucky to have 
been able to go.”

Damm, a senior from Wartburg Col-
lege, joined the Waldorf tour that was 
led by her father, Communications 
Professor David Damm. The other four 
FCHS grads are students at Waldorf.

A total of 16 students left May 2 with 
Professor Damm (FCHS class of 1971) 
and Waldorf alumnus Matt Dettman. 
The group spent its first four days 
in Rome, visiting the Coliseum and 
Roman Forum, St. Peter’s Basilica 
and the Vatican Museums, the Trevi 
Fountain and the port city of Ostia 

Antica. Along the way, they saw the 
Sistine Chapel, Michelangelo’s Pieta 
and statues by Bernini.

In Florence they had a chance to see 
Michelangelo’s David, the Uffizi 
Gallery and the towering dome that 
kicked off the Renaissance.

Venice is a city of canals and one of 
the unique cities in the entire world. 
Students had a chance to take a gon-
dola ride, eat some incredible seafood 
and explore the city of Casanova.

Following three days of rest on the 
Italian Riviera in the area known as 
Cinque Terre, the group took a night 
train to Paris for four days of fun in 
the French capital. While there they 
had a chance to see the Mona Lisa and 
the Venus de Milo at the Louvre, the 
Impressionist paintings at the Orsay 
Museum, and to climb to the top of the 
Eiffel Tower.

The final city of the trip was London, 
where four days were spent with the 
Elgin Marbles and Rosetta Stone at 
the British Museum, attending the 
musical “Wicked” after a meal of fish 
and chips at a London pub, seeing the 
Crown Jewels at the Tower of Lon-

Jessica Damm, Krysta Hanson and Mal-
lory Lovik pose on London Eye Ferris 
Wheel in London. In the background is 
the Houses of Parliament and Big Ben.

From Paris with Love
By David Damm, Class of ‘71

don and enjoying the Changing of the 
Guard at Buckingham Palace.

“This trip was one of the best things 
that I have ever experienced!” Lovik 
said. “I am inspired to travel and expe-
rience life to the fullest because of this 
trip. I met friends that I will hold dear, 
saw some of the most incredible sights 
in the world, learned history and art, 
and had so much fun.”

The trip is offered to communication 
students at Waldorf so they can learn 
about the art and history of many of 
the western world’s historic places. 
As with past trips, students returned to 
Forest City with a better understand-
ing of how European culture helped to 
shape American life.

Students attended class for six Sunday 
nights in March and April learning 
about what they would see and experi-
ence. Each student wrote two papers 
about the art and artists they would 
encounter then wrote journals while at 
each site.

Similar trips were taken in 2004, 2006 
and 2008.

Right: The group at St. Peter’s Basilica 
inside the Vatican. 

Group at Versailles.  Jessica Damm is 
2nd from the left in first row.  Nicky Gray 
stands 2nd from the right in the first row.  
Second row: Mallory Lovik is second from 
the left, Krysta Hanson is 3rd from the left 
and Renae Nelson stands 2nd from the 
right.  



Erica (Hanna) Mayer ’99 has always been surrounded by an 
attitude of giving back.  Her mother has fostered a service-
minded attitude all of Erica’s life.  In fact last Christmas, 

Erica’s grandmother suggested 
everyone in the family donate to 
a chosen charity instead of giving 
gifts.  So it was no surprise when 
Erica took on what she initially 
thought would be “a fun little 
project.”  What was most surpris-
ing though, was to Erica herself.  
It was no “fun little project” but 
instead a mind-blowing and life-
changing experience for Erica, 
some 500 people in 3rd world 

countries and thousands of Facebook friends, Twitter fol-
lowers and donors.

After a Google search and some research, Erica chose 
Charity: Water, an organization that provides clean and 
safe drinking water to people in developing nations.  It 
has funded over 2,321 projects in over 16 nations and has 
helped over one million people.   Erica’s 29th birthday 
was approaching and she knew she didn’t need anything, 
especially when she saw such a basic 
need deprived of individuals. She 
decided to launch “Birthday Cam-
paign”—almost exclusively through 
social media outlets. 

At midnight, she launched her “fun 
little project” on Twitter.  She was 
floored when donations started within 
the first hour.  Other night owls 
from all over the country started to 
respond to Erica’s campaign.  Some of the donations came 
from individuals who had never met Erica in person but 
rather networked with her through social media sites.

As she began her endeavors, she applied her marketing 
background to the project.  She fully understood Charity: 
Water was her passion—not a passion of everyone around 
her.  How could Erica receive donations and still give 
donors something that they felt was worth value?  Erica had 
helped out several colleagues by taking headshots for their 
web pages.  Several people had suggested Erica start a side-

business.  Feeling like she didn’t have enough experience 
under her belt to start a business, she thought a photo shoot 
exchange for a $50 donation would be a win-win situation. 
Not only did Erica’s donations come pouring in but she also 
got a ton of experience photographing over 40 individuals 
and families.   

She also used her Twitter and Facebook pages to educate 
her friends and followers about the organization with links 
and messages.  On Mother’s Day she posted “my mom is 
my hero, and so are these women” with a link to stories of 
women walking 3-4 hours a day carrying 40+ pounds of 
dirty water home to their families.   Twitter and Facebook 
also allowed for her to market her photo shoots.

As the project continued, Erica realized she needed to 
increase her original goal of $5000 to $10,000.  During the 
campaign several bloggers took notice of Erica’s efforts 
and featured her in blogs.  Maikel Van De Mortel, co-
founder of Element Six Media, did an entire case study of 
the campaign while Simon Mainwaring, a former “cre-
ative” for NIKE, posted Erica’s case as an example of a 
successful Return on Investment on Twitter to his tens of 
thousands of followers.  Cindy Janovitz featured Erica as 

a guest blogger.  Erica did a podcast 
for GeekGirlsGuide and has spoken 
at many functions, including Min-
neapolis’ Unsummit.  Recently, she 
was just named one of Pollen’s “Top 
Under the Radar Leaders of the Twin 
Cities.” 

When I visit Erica’s Facebook or 
Twitter pages, I find not only in-
formation about the charities she’s 

working with but also a massive amount of inspirational 
quotes and links to educational vlogs or blogs.   To be hon-
est, I’ve started to regularly check out what she’s doing so 
I can watch the inspirational YouTube videos or TED talks 
offered on TED.com.  One can tell Erica is a positive per-
son by her many uplifting quotes she has posted.

When the campaign wrapped up, Erica had raised over 
$11,000.  555 people would directly benefit from safe 
drinking water.  Erica had 202 donors—165 of them whom 
she had never met/interacted with except through social 

Just a Fun Little Project: 
Erica (Hanna) Mayer and Charity: Water 
By Nicole Lovik-Blaser, Class of ‘02
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Forest City Dollars for Edu-
cation hosted an Academic 
Banquet Thursday, April 15, 
to honor students in grades 
nine through twelve.  Over 
200 people were present 
including students, parents, 
teachers, administrators 
and Forest City Dollars for Education board members.  The 
banquet included a meal and a short presentation from the 
president of Dollars for Education, Raymond Beebe.  Ken 
Baker, principal of Forest City High School, presented 
awards along with Darwin Lehmann, superintendent.  

Students received an 
Academic Letter based on 
meeting two of the fol-
lowing criteria: a student 
must be in top 7% of class; 
student must have an ITED 
National Percentile Rank of 
85 or higher on the Reading 
Comprehension; Math Total 
and Science tests.   Student 
must have a composite score 
on the ACT of 27 or higher; 
a cumulative GPA of 3.6 or 
higher; and/or attendance of 
97% or higher. 

“To recognize Forest City’s students who are dedicated to 
academics is an important thing for us to do.  These stu-
dents work very hard and deserve the recognition,” com-
mented Lehmann. 

Forest City Dollars for 
Education unanimously 
voted to host the ban-
quet again in the spring 
of 2011.

media.  Erica’s efforts will 
provide wells in two dif-
ferent villages.
I asked Erica how she 
felt about everything she 
accomplished.  She said, 
“I’m by no means an 
amazing person, but ev-
eryone is capable of doing 
amazing things.”  She also encourages everyone to change 
his or her own vocabulary from “wish” to “will.”  

She “will” do great things with her “fun little projects.”

Photos: Above left--Cindy Carter, Forest City Dollars for Educa-
tion board member helps set up before the banquet.  Below left--
Darwin Lehmann presents Bobby Anderson with High Academic 
Achievement Award.  Below: Gene, Ciara and Jodi Fjeld look at 

the program before the banquet.     
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Erica (Hanna) Mayer graduated from Forest City High School 
in 1999.  She currently lives in Minneapolis where she works in 
television with image promotion.   She loves hanging out with her 
husband, T.J. and has just recently started a side business, Puke 
Rainbow Photography.  “When life gives you rain…just puke a 
rainbow!” 

Photographs taken by Erica. Opposite Page (top to bottom): 
Erica Mayer, Erica Mayer, Sarri (Anderson) Truscinski ‘00 
and family--daughter Grace sticks out her tongue after a green 
sucker.  Above: Sarri with her children, Gabe and Grace and 
husband, Dave.  

Forest City Dollars for 
Education Recognizes Top 

Scholars

Annette Honken Receives 
High Honor at Central College

Annette Honken ‘06 graduated summa cum laude, with a 
4.0 GPA, from Central College in May.  She graduated with 
a major in Mathematics/Computer Science and a minor
in Economics and Spanish.  While at Central College, An-
nette was a Pella Rolscreen Fellow,  member of Alpha Zeta 
Mu (Central College’s scholastic honorary society), student 
representative to the Board of Trustees, mathematics tutor 
and student instructor, and participated in a variety of other 
activities, including a semester interning and studying 
abroad in London. 

In April, Annette was awarded the Julia Van Houweling 
award, which is awarded to the Central College student 
with the highest GPA for the preceding three semesters.  
Annette was also awarded the Henry W. Pietenpol Award 
for Outstanding Service and Scholarship by the Mathemat-
ics/Computer Science Department. This summer, Annette 
was one of 20 students who attended IMMERSE, a pro-
gram funded by the National Science Foundation. Located 
at the University of Nebraska - Lincoln, IMMERSE is a 
bridge program for students transitioning from college to a 
mathematics Ph.D. program.  

Annette will attend the University of Iowa this fall to 
pursue a PH.D. in mathematics through a fellowship and 
teaching assistantship.  



Mark Your Calendars!  
A Forest City All School Re-
union will be taking place July 
16, 2011 in conjunction with 
Puckerbrush Weekend.  It’s the 
perfect weekend to come home 
to family, friends and good 
times.  

The All School Planning Com-
mittee is working hard to cre-
ate a memorable time for Alumni and Friends!  The reunion 
will be sponsored by Forest City Dollars for Education.  
Make sure to send your contact information to FCDol-
lars4Ed@gmail.com so that we can keep you up to date 
with the details regarding the reunion.  

Learn more at www.fcdollarsforeducation.com. 

Greetings Alumni,

On Sunday, June 13, 2010 representatives from the Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) joined in at a 
community party in Pammel Park, and oh what a party it was!  
At 4:17 p.m., the last of seventy-four canoes and kayaks, 
along with one beautiful purple raft, landed in Pammel Park 
after paddling eight miles (about two hours) from Ambroson 
Park in Leland to help celebrate the official opening of the 
new Winnebago River Water Trail. 

The Winnebago 
River, from Dahle 
Park in the northern 
part of Winnebago 
County to Pammel 
Park in Forest City, 
is now an official 
26.1 mile state-
designated Water 
Trail, and what a 
beautiful trail it is.  

Take a look at what Todd Robertson of the Iowa DNR wrote 
about our new water trail on the Paddling Iowa bulletin 
board (June 18.)  See http://www.paddlingiowa.com/phpBB/
viewtopic.php?t=2869 .

In addition to floating the Winnebago River, party 
participants also enjoyed music in Pammel Park by KIOW 
Radio DJ Mark Skaar, as well as a huge bonfire courtesy 
of the Forest City Volunteer Fire Department.  Mayors and 
representatives from Lake Mills, Leland and Forest City 
were on hand with the Iowa DNR to help “cut the ribbon,” 
as was Representative Henry Rayhons and Senator Merlin 
Bartz.

For those of you who were not able to share the day with us, 
we missed you!  Check out the City of Forest City Facebook 
fan page (“City of Forest City, IA”) and see if you recognize 
any of the paddlers.  See you on the river!

Class Reunions Held this 
Summer

Class representatives have been working hard to plan class 
reunions all summer long.  Jerry Tweeten planned the 1975 
class reunion (pictured below) over Puckerbrush Weekend.  

During that weekend, ‘75 was one of four reunions that 
took place.  Class of ‘65 met at The Lodge, ‘85 met at 
Shooterz and ‘90 met at Majopa.  Class of 1960 met early 
August at River Oaks. Plans are being made for the Classes 
of ‘50, ‘70 and ‘00 to meet in September.  If we don’t have 
information about your class reunion, please email it to 
FCDollars4Ed@gmail.com! 
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Pictures Worth a 
Thousand Smiles

By Josh Damm, FCHS Class of 2002

I have absolutely no recollection of Dave Draheim taking pic-
tures when I was in high school. I never had a class with him. 
To be honest, I never really knew what classes he taught – to 
me he was a friendly teacher who I occasionally passed by in 
the hallways of FCHS.

In the summer, I would see him 
playing golf with his good friend 
Mr. Benda. Seeing them on the 
golf course was a weekday ritual 
at Forest City Country Club. Ben-
da would pull up with his Notre 
Dame-clad license plate. Draheim 
would throw his clubs on Benda’s golf cart, and they were off 
to enjoy another round of golf together.

Sadly, a few years after high school, I remember walking by 
Dave in Forest City and noticing how thin he was becoming. 
He would walk past Cooper Apartments with his groceries 
or some other items he had picked up from downtown Forest 
City and I’d always stop to say a quick hello if I was walking, 
or wave out the window if I was in my car.

I soon found out that Dave had been diagnosed with Amyo-
trophic Lateral Sclerosis or ALS, better known as Lou Geh-
rig’s disease, and was no longer able to play golf.

Before long he needed to live at the Good Samaritan Center in 
order to receive the necessary care that his unfortunate disease 
required.

Maggie Tillman (FCHS Class of 2005) posted on her wall that 
Dave would love to have visitors so I decided to stop by the 
Good Sam to visit with Dave for a little while.

We sat in his room and watched “Everyday Italian” on the 
Food Network – we both agreed that Giada was the main 
reason we enjoyed the show so much! He had received some 
candy in the mail from a relative and offered 
to share it with me.

He asked about my mom and her plans for 
retirement. And he asked how my golf game 
was – I fibbed and said it was pretty good 
even though it’s really gone downhill.

After about 20 minutes, one of the caretak-
ers came into the room and said Dave had 
dinner or social hour to get to. So I said my goodbye to Dave 
and told him I’d make sure my mom visited him in the next 
week or so.

I was shocked to hear that only days after my mom visited 
Dave he had passed away. ALS is a cruel disease and it was 
tough to see him losing the ability to swallow and lacking 
much energy at all – in some ways, I was glad to know that he 
wasn’t suffering any longer.

Fast forward to the alumni basketball tournament this spring 
-- I heard that hundreds of photos were being posted in the 
high school for anyone to take. I was surprised to hear it, but 
Dave Draheim had taken hundreds, probably even thousands, 
of photographs during his tenure at Forest City High School.

I didn’t think too much of it until I walked into the high 
school on Sunday morning to play our first game there (our 
previous games had been at Waldorf).

I walked by picture after picture of smiling students. Some I 
knew and some I had no clue who they were. I searched for 
pictures of myself and my friends. I took a couple down from 
the wall in order to show all my classmates how young and 
skinny we had once been.

As I looked at more pictures, I couldn’t help but laugh as I 
began to remember all the classmates that I had long since for-
gotten. Foreign exchange students. Cute older girls. Kids who 
moved away during our time at FCHS.

And then I started noticing a pattern in the pictures. Almost 
without exception, the students in the pictures were smiling or 
laughing or being silly. 

They didn’t look angry or mean or intimidating. They looked 
happy.

Dave Draheim was capturing thousands of happy moments 
in the hallways of Forest City High School. In some ways, I 
think he was capturing the true essence of all of us.

Sweethearts holding hands. Friends with arms around each 
other’s shoulders. Teachers laughing at a student making a 
goofy face. Teenagers having the time of their lives around 
fellow classmates.

I walked out of the high school that 
morning with a smile on my face.

I’d like to think that Dave Draheim was 
also smiling as he looked down at the 
smiles he had captured with his camera 
and the smiles he was still creating with 
all those photographs.

A memorial scholarship has been created in Dave Draheim’s name. The 
smiles will continue into the future thanks to Dave Draheim’s legacy.



Dear Dollars for Education,

A sincere thank you is in order 
for the scholarships I received 
from your organization! I am so 
excited to start Iowa State this 
fall and major in elementary 
education.  I also hope to minor 
in literacy or special education and get a middle school 
endorsement.  My long term goal is to teach middle school.  

Again, thank you so much for the scholarships. They will 
allow me to keep my student loans smaller and will relieve 
some stress when it comes to paying for my education.  
Thank you, Dollars for Education! 

Sincerely, 
Tiffany Blaser ‘10

Dear Dollars for Education, 

I just wanted to take the time to give my heartfelt thanks 
to your program and everyone involved. The scholarships 
awarded are a great help to all students including myself.  

The money will be an immense 
assistance next fall when I start 
college at the University of Iowa.  
I hope to follow your example 
and help communities by be-
coming a doctor and dedicat-
ing myself to those who need it 
most.  Once again thank you for 
all your hard work.   

Respectfully, 
Morgan Gossman ‘10
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Donations Help Forest City Graduates! 
Consider donating funds or a scholarship through Forest City Dollars for Education.  Contact 

Nicole Lovik-Blaser at 641.585.2323 or email FCDollars4Ed@gmail.com.  
www.FCDollarsforEducation.com


